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The  Great  Canal  Meeting  commenced  its  proceedings  in  the  chamber 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

Abciut  seventy  or  eighty  members  api)earedto  be  present.  About  half 
jiast  twelve,   Cen.  Mercer  rose  and  spoke  to  the  following  effect: 

Gentlemen :  I  rise  merely  to  enable  us  to  transact  the  preliminary  bu- 
siness essentially  necessary  for  our  organization  as  a  meeting.  I  forbear  at 
present  to  say  any  thing  respecting  tlie  important  object  for  which  we  are 
assembled,  or  to  congratulate  the  meeting  on  its  highly  respectable  and  nu- 
merous appearance.  I  rise  to  mttke  the  first  motion — that  Gen  Walter 
Jones  be  appointed  Secretary  of  this  meeting;  and,  in  the  event  of  this 
being  carried,  to  A)llow  it  with  fuiother — tliat  this  raeetiBg  do  adjourn  until 
to-morrow.  I  consider  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  take  any  measures 
while  there  are  many  members  yet  proceeding  on  their  way  to  this  place ; 
which  involves  reasons  that  will  be  obvious  to  all  present. 

The  motion  was  then  ma^e  and  seconded,  that  Gen.  W.  Jones  be  ap- 
pointed Secretary  ;  which  was  carried,  unanimously. 

(jen.  Mercer  then  moved,  that  tiiO  names  of  members,  as  they  appeared 
in  the  provisional  list  in  the  National  Intelhgencer  of  this  morning,  be  read 
over  :  that  the  members  answer  to  their  names;  and  that  such  as  are  omitted 
in  that  list,  present  themselves  and  report  to  the  Chair,  without  the  routine 
of  giving  in  their  attested  documents.  For  this  purpose,  it  was  moved 
that  INIr.  Jones  take  the  Chair. 

This  being  done,  Mr.  Jones  said : — 

I  return  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  honor  which  this  meeting  has  done 
me,  but  beg  leave  to  state,  in  limine,  that  I  accept  this  situation  merely  to 
give  effect  to  the  organization  of  the  meeting,  and  hope  that  when  all  the 
members  arrive,  they  will  obtain  a  Chairman  who  will  meet  the  views  of 
the  whole  concerned. 

IMr.  Jones  then  remarked,  that  the  area  of  the  chamber  would  entirely 
be  appropriated  for  the  members  of  the  Delegation,  whilst  the  space  be- 
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hind  would  be  reserved  for  strangers.  Mr.  Jones  then  proceeded  to  call 
over  the  names,  when  the  following  Delegates  answered  to  their  names,  re- 
spectively : 

FROM  VIRGINIA. 

Fairfax  Co. — Win.  H.  Fitzlmgh,  John  Moore,  Wm.  Moss, 

LoDDON  Co. — Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  William  Enze3',  Wra.  M.  M'Carly, 
Wm.  Chilton,  R.  H.  Henderson. 

Prince  William  Co. — William  Hebh,  John  Hooe,  jr. 

Frederick  Co. — AhVed  H.  Powell,  Wm.  B.  Page,  James  M.  Mason,  Wnr. 
M.  Barton,  Nathaniel  Burwell. 

Shenandoah  Co. — Wm.  Stenbergen,  Benjamin  Blackford. 

Jefferson  Co. — Hiram  L.  Opie,  Braxton  Davenport,  Henry  S.  Turner. 

Berklet  Co. — Edward  Colston,  Philip  E.  Pendleton,  Joel  Ward,  William 
Short. 

Hardy  Co. — John  J.  Vanmetre, 

Shepherdstown. — Wm.  Butler,  Richard  E.  Byid. 

Harrison  Co. — Daniel  Kincheloe, 

FROM  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Uniontown. — James  Shriver. 

FROM  MARYLAND. 

City  of  Annapolis. — Jeremiah  Hughes,  Thomas  H.  Carrol. 

Washington  Co. — Casper  W.Wever,  Otho  H.Williams,  Thomas"Kenned\> 
Frisby  Tilghman. 

Montgomery  Co. — Isaac  Briggs,  George  Peter,  Geo.  C.  Washington,  John- 
son Hellen,  Elisha  W.  Williams. 

Fredericktown. — John  MacPherson, 

Prince  Georges'  Co. — John  C.  Herbert,  Abraham  Clark,  Thomas  Law. 

Charles  Co. — George  Mason,  Daniel  Jenifer,  Wdfred  Manning. 

St.  Mary's  Co. — James  Forrest,  G.  N.  Caustin,  Athanasius  Fenwick. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Washington  City. — E.  B.  Caldwell,  John  Davidson,  Wm.  W.~Seaton> 
Thomas  Munro,  Walter  Jones,  R.  C.  Weightman. 

Washington  County. — Nathan  LuflFborough,  Samuel  II.  Smith,  Thomas 
Corcoran. 

Georgetown. — Col.  John  Cox,  Gen.  John  Mason,  Gen.  Walter  Smith,  Hon 
John  M'Lean,  John  Laird. 

Alexandria. — Thos.  Swan,  Jonathan  Swift,  Humphrey  Peake,  Phineas 
Janney,  Robert  1.  Taylor,  Chas.  I  Catlett,  Jacob  Morgan,  Amos  Alexander. 

By  the  Landholders  of  the  Dist.  Col. — G.  W.  P.  Custis. 

After  the  list  had  been  called  over,  the  following  Delegates  appeared : 

Ohio  County,  Va. — David  Shanpon, Shriver, 

Fauquier  County^  Ta.— Eppa  Hunter,  JohnR.  Wallace,  Henry  Fitzhugh,  John 
Marshall,  jr. 

Allegany  County,  Md. — John  M'JNIann. 

When  the  list  of  names  was  Jiiiished  and  corrected,  Mr.  Mercer  rose,  and 
moved  that  seats  should  be  reserved  for  honorary  members,  for  gentlemen 
from  those  states  whose  distance  had  prevented  them  from  being  invited 
to  join  the  delegation.  There  is  no  doubt  but  Kentucky  woidd  be  glad  to 
assist  in  this  most  important  measure,  in  which  her  interests  were  so  much 
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involved.  There  is  a  "entleman  present  from  that  stiite,  wilii  whose  co- 
operation we  shall  all  be  (rratiii-Hl — I  mean  Col.  Trimble.  By  honorary 
memi>ers,  I  moan  such  as  1  liave  described,  who,  wliile  they  cannot  move. 
questions  and  vote,  may  assist  us  with  their  advice  and  support.  I  tliorc- 
t'ore  move,  that  Cul.  Trimble  be  admitted  as  an  honorary  member. 

The  question  was  put  from  ihe  Chair,  and  carried,  unanimously. 

Col.  Trimble. — iMy  presence  in  this  city  is  entirely  accidental,  but  no 
accident  could  liave  gratified  me  more  than  this,  to  meet  so  many  gt  ntkmen 
emcloycd  in  an  undertaking  so  grand.  INfy  State  will  Uike  deep  interest  in 
this  subject,  and  though  i  cannot  positively  name  the  tin-ie  when  she  will 
act,  yet  I  can  say  that  she  will  go  heart  in  hand  in  fxerting  herself  to  elFcct 
this  great  undertaking.  T  am  persuaded  that  this  will  be  an  era  in  the  sub- 
ject of  great  irational  improvements ;  and  this  meeting  has  it  in  iis  power, 
by  its  proceedings,  to  fix  this  era. 

Gen.  Dfason. — I  beg  leave  to  mention  the  name  of  another  gentlemen. 
Dr.  Wrn.  Howard,  of  Baltimore,  as  an  honorary  member.  He  has  been 
employed,  by  the  state  of  jMiirylaud,  in  the  survey  of  her  proposed  canal. 
II>?  i'i  a  sientleman  of  high  standing  in  society,  and  of  great  and  acknow- 
ledged talent. 

The  motion  was  then  put  from  the  chair,  th:it  Dr.  Wm.  Howard  be  ad- 
mitted as  an  honorary  member,  which  was  carried,  unanimously. 

After  some  discussion  as  to  the  hour  of  meeting,  half  past  ten  o'clock  wiis 
agreed  on,  until  which  hour,  to-morrow,  the  meeting  aiijourned. 

Friday,  November  ". 

Amongst  the  audience,  within  the  railing,  we  observed  Mr.  Calhoix, 
Major  RoBEr.DHAc',  and  several  other  gentlemen. 

The  Secretary  commenced  the  business  of  the  day,  and  proceeded  to 
call  over  the  names  of  the  members;  when  the  following  Delegates,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  in  attendance  yesterday,  appeared  and  took  their  seats  : 

From  Morgan  county,  Va. — Messrs.  Sherrard  and  Macky. 

From  Shenandoah  county,  Va. — Messrs.  Carson  and  Overall. 

From  Fauquier  county,  Va. — Mr.  Ward. 

FromPrcslon  county,  Va. — Mr.  George  Hagan. 

From  Prince  George's  county,  Md. — Messrs.  Kent,  Diivall  and  Semraes. 

From Montgomei-y  county,  Md. — Messsrs.  Wootton,  Forrest,  Kilgour,  A.Lee, 
and  Anderson. 

From  Charles  county,  Md — Mr.  Manning. 

From  Fairfax  county,  Va. — General  Hunter  attended  yesterday  as  well  as 
to-day, 

Mr.  Mercer. — As  the  present  Meeting  is  as  full  as  can  be  expected,  it  is 
necessary  to  proceed  to  its  organization.  I,  therefore,  move,  that  Dr.  Kent 
do  take  the  chair  :  He  is  known  to  most  of  us ;  and  there  can  be  but  iaw 
present,  wlio  have  not  heard  of  him.  He  is  accustomed  to  the  proceedings 
ef  Congr-'^ss,  and  will,  doubtless,  co-operate  with  us ;  not  only  in  the  ini- 
mediate  object,  bet  in  the  requisite  forms  of  the  Meeting.  Cr-ning  from  an 
important  3ectio!i  of  Marykuid,  his  interest,  as  v.  e!i  as  his  talent.-;^  will  be 
embarked  in  oar  bv-'balf. 

Dr.  Kent.,  of  Friiicc  Geor^'es  countVj  jMd.  was  then  laianimously  appoint- 
ed Chairman. 
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IMr.  fiercer. — The  Convention  hcinanow  organized,  it  becomes  tiu;  {iutv 
of  iforae  member  to  direct  the  attention  otjlie  Meeting  to  liie  important  object 
I'lT  which  it  has  assembled,  and  I  most  earnestly  wish  that  this  duty  had 
devolved  on  some  other  member,  as  from  sickness,  under  which  I  have  la- 
bored, and  other  causes,  I  do  not  feel  myself  competent  to  do  the  subject 
that  justice  which  I  odierwise  mifrht  attempt.  1  therefore  request  of  this 
meeting  that  indulgence  whicli  these  circumstances  will,  I  trust,  induce  them 
to  srant. 

The  disinterested  zsal  which  Ins  induced  so  great  a  portion  of  the  geq- 
tlemen  of  this  District  and  the  neighboring  states  to  convene  here  must  show 
the  greatness  of  the  subject,  combined  with  t'leir  deep  consideration  of  its 
bearings.  It  would  be  arrogance  in  me,  this  day  to  expatiate  on  the  gener- 
al principle  involved  in  the  object  which  we  have  in  view.  It  has  on  its 
side  the  sentiments  and  experience  of  half  a  century.  It  boasts  of  a  name 
lor  its  basis  that  has  been  illustrious  over  the  earth — that  commands  the  re- 
gard and  attention  of  every  freejuan — that  is  a  galaxy,  around  which  shines 
all  that  is  splendid.  This  measure  bears  the  name,  and  is  stamped  with  the 
approbation  of  him  whom  we  all  venerate.  But  I  shall  leave  the  genera! 
subject  of  canal  measures,  and  proceed  to  details  which  are  of  the  utmost 
importance,  and  essentially  requisite  to  a  complete  view  of  the  subject.  It 
is  better  that  I  should  present  to  this  Assembly  the  whole  plan,  and  then 
comment  on  the  parts  which  may  x'equire  some  more  n)inute  explanation. 
These  resolution*,  which  I  am  to  present,  were  drawn  up  under  every  dis- 
advantage of  sickness,  and  otlier  disagreeable  circumstances.  \\\i\\  these 
preliminary  remarks,  I  proceed  to  read  the  resolutions: 

Whereas,  a  connection  of  the  Atlantic  and  Westprn  waters  by  a  cana! 
leading  from  the  Seat  of  tlie  General  Government  to  the  river  Ohio,  regarded  as 
a  local  oi)ject,  is  one  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  States  immediately  in- 
terested therein,  and,  considered  in  a  national  vie«',  is  of  inestimable  consequence 
to  the  future  union,  security  and  hapi)hiess,  of  the  United  States: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  siibstiti'te  for  the  present  defective  n:ni!j;a- 
tion  of  the  Potomac  River  above  tide  wntera  navigable  canal  by  Cumberland  to 
tlie  Coal  Banks  at  the  eastern  base  of  Alleghany,  and  to  extend  such  canal 
as  soon  thereafter  as  pra?cticable  to  the  highest  constant  steam  boat  naviga- 
tion  of   the  Monongahela  or  Ohio  River. 

That  the  most  eligible  mode  of  attaining  this  o))ject  will  be  by  the  incorpora- 
tion of  .\  joint  stock  company,  empowered  to  cut  the  said  canal  through  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  States,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  t!ie  States  ol' 
Virginia,  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania ;  and,  therefore,  that  committees  be  ap- 
pointed, each  consisting  of delegates,  to  prepare  aad  present,  in  behalf  of 

this  assembly,  suitable  memorials  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
the  Legislatures  of  tiie  several  States  belbrenamed,  requesting  their  concurrence 
in  the  inco'-poration  of  such  a  company,  and  their  co-operation,  if  necessary, 
in  the  subscrijition  of  funds  for  the  ^-ompletion  of  the  said  canal. 

And  wjiereas,  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  which  passed 
the  22d  February,  i;!4;>,  entithid  "An  act  incorporating  Mie  Potomac  Canal 
Company,"  the  assent  of  that  Stafi^  so  far  as  the  limits  of  h.or  territory  renders  it 
necessary,  is  already  given  to  tliis  ohjed — and  for  ils  enlargement  to  the  extent 
requireil  by  the  preceding  resoJi'tion,  tiie  said  act  appeals  tj  furnish,  with  pro- 
per amer.dments,  a  sufficient  basis  :  Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  it  will  be  ex- 
pedient to  accept  the  same  as  a  ciiarter  for  the  proposed  company,  with  the  fol- 
lowing modifications,  viz  :  That,  in  reference  to  its  enlarged  purpose,  the  name 
be  changed  to  the  "Union  Canal  :" 

That  nrovision   ha  made  for  the   assent  of  the  Gt>vernment  of  the  Unitetl 
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Stales  and   of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  tlic  said  act,  and  that  the  act  be 
made  toconesj)ond  in  its  details  widi  such  piovision  : 

That  tlie  Union  Caiiai  sliall  be  divided  ii-.to  twosecitions,  Eastern  ;ind  Western; 
ihe  fonner  of  uhicli  shall  correspond  in  description  with  tiiat  of  llie  Potomac 
Canal  by  the  preamble  of  the  said  act;  and  the  latter  shall  begin  at  liio  western 
fxtreniiiy  of  tile  former,  and  terminate  at  the  lieail  of  the  steam  boat  navigation 
of  the  Monongaliela  or  Ohio  River : 

That,  while  the  act  shall  allow  a  reiisonahle  time  for  the  coniment-emcnt  and 
tlie  coir^pletjon  of  both  sections  of  the  canal,  no  other  I'orfeiture  shall  be  inenrred, 
after  the  e.istern  section  is  finished,  for  a  failure  to  begin  or  complete  the  western 
section,  witliin  the  terin  prescribed,  except  of  the  right  to  complete  sucii  sec- 
tion, and  of  all  interest  therein: 

riiat,  while  the  consent  of  Pennsylvania  is  provided  for,  in  the  amended  act, 
ir  shall  nut  be  indispensably  requisite  to  the  validity  oftiie  charter,  so  far  as  respects 
the  autiiority  granted  by  it,  to  extend  the  Union  Canal  to  the  Pennsylvania  line: 
That  it  will  l)e  both  jnst  and  eKped.ient,  if  not  absolutely  necessary,  to  limit 
tlie  interest  of  tho  stockholders  of  the  Potomac  Company,  in  the  stock  of  the 
Union  Caual,  in  th<^  mode  provided  by  thiMU'.iiainunis  resolution  of  the  company 

of  the day  of  last ,  a  copy  of  wliich  is  here  annexed: 

That  tiie  Union  Canal  shall  not,  in  A\idth,  be  less  at  the  surface  than  forty 
feet,   at  its  bottom,  than  i!'],  nor  its  dej)th  bii  short  of  four  feet: 

That,  in  addition  to  the  provision  conlalned  In  the  first  section  of  the  act 
aforesaid,  there  be  groundetl  on  tiie  event  of  its  failure  to  furnisli  adequate  funds 
for  the  completion  of  the  EasternSectiop.  of  the  Canal,  to  be  obtained  through 
separate  acts  of  t!ie  respective  govcrnn.-  nts  and  corporations,  states  of  Maryland 
and  A^irginia,  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  tiie  tliree  (nties  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  a  subscription  to  the  amount,  if  necessary,  of  ^,750,000 
dollars,  in  the  i'oilowing  proportions,  ^-llth  by  tiie  state  of  Maryland,  3-UtJi  by 
the  state  of  Virginia,  4-1 1th  by  the  United  States,  and  £-llth  by  the  District 
cities,  to  be  divided  betv.een  them,  according  to  an  equitable  ratio,  to  be  fixed  by 
themselves : 

Tliat  ,the  government  of  the  United  States  be  earnestly  solicited  to  obtain  t'no. 
■whole  of  this  sum  on  loan,  receivable  in  four  annual  instalments,  upon  the  issue  of 
cevtificatesof  stocii,  bearing  an  interest  not  exceeding  live  per  cent.,  and  irredeem- 
.ible  for  thirty  years,  and  to  guaiantee  the  repayment  thereof  on  a  specific 
pledge  of  the  public  lots  in  the  City  of  Washington,  of  the  United  States 
Stock  in  the  Canal,  and  the  public  faith  : 

That  tlie  first  instahnent  of  the  loan  be  made  payable  on  the  1st  of  March, 
13il5,  and  the  last  on  tiie  1st  of  March,  18^1): 

That  the  interest  of  each  state  and  corporation,  upon  its  proportion  of  the  said 
loan,  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  loan,  and  tlie  principal  sum  at  the  expiration  of  thirty  years,  the  period  to 
be  fixed  for  its  redemption  : 

That,  in  the  event  of  a  refusal  by  the  gov<.'rnment  of  the  United  States  to  ne- 
gotiate the  said  loan,  each  state  and  corporation  shall  provide  the  amount  ol 
its   respective  subscri|)tious,  in  such  manner  as  may  seem  to  it  best: 

That  the  maximum  pro(it  of  tlie  said  company  shall  not  exceed  15  per  cent,  af- 
ter the  entire  canal  shall  have  i)eeu  completed;  but  if,  at  any  time  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Eastern  Section  thereof,  and  before  sufficient  funds  shall  have  been 
otherwise  provided  for  tlie  completion  of  the  western,  the  tolls  of  the  Canal  shall 
yield  a  nett  income  to  the  stockholders,  exceeding  10  per  cent,  per  annum, 
such  excess  shall  be  applied  towards  the  extension  of  the  canal,  until  the  West- 
ern Section  shall  have  been  completed  :  and,  to  give  more  speedv  effect  lo  this 
provision,  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Union  Canal  Company  shall  be 
authorized  to  borrow,  or  may  negociate,  through  a  suitable  agency,  in  behalf  of 
the  Company,  oil  the  credit  of  such  excess,  or  on  the  tolls  or  a  fixed  part  thereof, 
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levieJ  upon  certain  commodities  passing  through  the  said  Canal,  beini^  the  pro- 
bable amount  of  such  annual  excess,  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient, by  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  to  be  applied  to  tlie  exten- 
sion of  the  Western  Section  of  the  Canal,  from  time  to  time,  till  tlie  said  section 
shall  have  been  completed.  And,  if,  after  the  completion  of  the  entire  canal, 
thenett  dividends  shall  exceed  15  per  cent,  per  annum,  sucli  excess  shall  be  ap- 
plied first,  to  strengthening  tlie  works  of  the  canal,  next,  to  the  multiplication  of 
ascending  locks  from  the  river  Potomac  to  the  level  of  the  canal,  wherever  the 
convenience  of  tlie  adjacent  country  m;»y  require  it ;  next,  to  lining  the  canal 
throughout  with  such  walls  of  stone  as  shall  accommodate  its  banks  to  the 
use  of  steam  boats,  and  should  the  nett  dividends  still  exceed  15  per  cent,  then 
the  excess  shall  be  applied  to  the  reduction,  according  to  some  equitable  scale,  of 
the  tolls  levied  upon  the  said  canal. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  —  Delegates  be  appointed 
to  ptepare,  and  cause  to  be  presented,  in  behalf  of  this  Assembly,  a  suitable  mem- 
orial to  the  State  of  Ohio,  soliciting  the  co-operation  of  that  State  in  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Union  Canal,  and  its  ultimate  connexion  with  th.e  navigation  of  Lake 
Erie  ;  and  that,  for  the  latter  purpose,  the  memorial  shall  respectfully  suggest 
the  expediency  of  causing  the  country,  between  the  nortliernmost  bend  of  the 
river  Ohio,  and  the  southern  sliore  of  Lake  Erie,  together  v.ith  the  waters  of  Great 
Beaver  and  Cayuga  Creeks,  and  all  other  intervening  waters  near  the  said  route, 
to  be  carefully  surveyed,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  practicability  and 
probable  cost  of  a   Canal,  which,  fed  by  the  latter,  shall  connect  the  former : 

That  a  letter  be  addressed  by  the  Chairman,  of  the  Assembly,  to  the  Mayors 
of  Alexandria,  Georgetown,  and  Washington,  apprismg,  tinough  them,  their 
respective  Corporations,  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Assembly,  and  inviting  their 
zealous  co-operation  in  giving  to  them  eflect : 

That  another  letter  be  addressed  by  the  Chairman,  in  behalf  of  this  Assembly, 
to  the  President  and  directors  of  the  Potomac  Compatiy,  requesting  their  con- 
currence in    tlie   measures  recommended  by  the  preceding  resolution  : 

That  the  authority  to  levy  tolls  be  varied  so  far  as  to  authorize  a  toll,  not  ex- 
ceeding three  cents  per  bushel,  per  hundred  miles,  upon  Coal  and  Salt,  or  five 
dollars  per  ton,  on  Iron,  and  the  manufacture  thereof,  or  tliree  dollars  per  ton  per 
hundred  miles,  on  all  Merchandise,  or  ten  cents  on  the  barrel  of  flour. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  committee  before  named  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authoriz- 
ed and  requested  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  obtain  the  most  favourable  recep- 
tion for  their  memorials,  to  ascertain  and  communicate  to  the  Central  Cor- 
responding Committee,  hereinafter  named,  such  objections,  if  any,  as  are  oppos- 
ed to  the  prayers  of  their  respective  memorials,  and  to  devise,  if  possible,  in 
conjunction  vvihthe  common  friends  of  the  Union  and  prosperity  of  the  United 
States,  the  means  of  obviating  all  the  impediments  to  their  success. 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  last  mentioned  purpose,  the  Delegates  of  the  respective 
Counties  and  Corporations,  represented  in  tliis  Assembly,  be  regarded  as  corres 

ponding  Committees,  and  that persons  be  appointed  a  Central  Committee  of 

correspondence,  to  confer  with  the  Committees  before  named,  to  hold  stated 
meetings  in  the  City  of  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  upon,  and 
adopting  in  behalf  of,  the  Union  Canal,  such  measures  as  may  seem  best  calcu- 
lated to  assure  its  certain  and  speedy  accomplishment, 

Mr.  Dlercer  then  continued,  in  remark  on  the  resolutions  :  He  observed, 
that  the  plan  proposed,  while  best  calculated  to  embrace  one  general  end  and 
design,  was  on  a  graduated  scale.  A  central  committee,  in  the  event  of  failure 
of  any  one  part,  is  empowered  to  supply  the  defect,  and  produce  n  renied3% 
After  embodying  all  the  zeal  of  this  Assembly,  and  the  supporters  of  this 
project,  it  is  requisite  to  give  that  zeal  some  practicable  route,  to  give  it  ef- 
fect.    Our  object,  at  present,  is  to  devise  some  such  plan  without  going  into 
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all  tlie  specific  and  minute  details,  tiiough  \vliil.'<t  tlirsc  arc,  as  nnirli  ns  pos- 
sible, kept  in  view,  we  shall  endeavor  to  exhibit  the  ']fenend  pi  inciplcs  in- 
volved in  the  proposed  undertakiiiij;.  To  tlie  report  ofthe  state  of  VirainiH 
only  two  objections  appear  to  nic  to  present  themselves.  One  is,  where  it 
is  proposed  to  throw  in  the  water  I'roni  a  preci|)itoiis  declivity  into  (lie  Canal. 
The  diificulties  caused  by  tiiis  measure,  in  consi'()u.-nce  oftlie  sand  and  gra- 
vel accumulated  by  freshets,  would  be  great ;  and,  in  fact,  there  ought  to  be 
no  obstructions  unless  from  the  canal  itselt'. 

The  other  objection  which  1  have  to  that  repoit,  is,  limiting  the  width  of 
the  canal  to  thirty  feet.  1  have  given  great  pains  to  the  examination  ot"  this 
particular  part  ot"  the  subject,  and  am  persuaded  that  the  Commissioners 
were  induced  to  recommend  that  widtii,  by  looking  at  tliat  country  from 
which  we  have  received  most  of  our  inijiortant  improvements.  In  Ijig- 
gland,  large  and  extensive  turnpikes  were  in  existence  long  befori;  tiie  com- 
mencement of  canals,  and  after  the  extension  of  canals,  these  turnpikes 
have  still  been  their  rivals  in  the  transit  of  gooils,  and  particularly  of  pas- 
sengers. The  canals  of  England  are  consecjuently  not  adapted  for  passage 
boats.  But  t\w  canals  of  all  other  countries  are  constructed  on  the  princi- 
ple of  conveying  passengers,  and  in  our  case,  nothing  can  be  moie  desirable 
than  a  speedy  communication  between  the  valley  t)f  the  Mississippi  and  At- 
lantic. In  China,  the  canals  aie  not  under  fifty  feet  in  breadth.  In  Hol- 
land they  are  not  under  sixty  feet;  and  the  Great  Canal  of  Languedoc,  in- 
ckidhig  the  towing-paths,  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  feet.  Virginia, 
following  the  example  of  England,  has  adopted  the  lesser  ratio  in  ijer  rejjort ; 
but  when  we  try  this  by  the  test  of  experience,  we  find,  that  canals  so  con- 
structed, have  been  compelled  to  have  their  banks  thrown  down,  and  their 
width  increased  to  forty  feet.  Indeed,  some  of  the  best  friends,  and  warm- 
est supporters  of  the  New  York  Canal,  snppose  that  it  is  deficient  in  breadth. 
For  myself,  I  should  prefer  forty  feet  of  breadth,  without  attejiding  to  tow- 
ing-paths, which  are  easily  susceptible  of  regulation. 

With  respect  to  all  other  parts  of  the  V^irginia  report,  I  should  feel  most 
heartily  disposed  to  agree  to  them.  It  assuredly  was  an  act  of  courtesy  in 
Virginia,  to  pass  this  bill  on  llie  2 2d  of  February,  the  day  that  cave  us  the 
father  of  our  liberties,  the  promoter  of  this  grand  design. 

Instead  of  ilie  restricted  name  of  Potomac  Canal,  or  the  more  sonorous 
one  of  Grand  Union  Canal,  perhaps  tlie  more  modest  one  of  Union  Canal, 
would  be  more  congenial  totheintenrled  measure,  as  well  as  to  the  simplicity 
of  our  habits.  It  has  been  proposed,  that  all  the  states  interested  should  be 
requested  to  give  pecuniary  aid.  But,  I  presume,  under  all  circumstances, 
that  it  will  be  better  to  ask  for  a  charter  first,  solely  b}  itself,  instead  of  ask- 
ing aid  along  with  it.  I  make  this  remark  more  particularly,  that  the  feel- 
ing which  has  gone  abroad  in  Maryland  for  the  last  five  or  six  months,  may 
be  removed.  It  is  the  opinion  of  many  in  some  sections  of  Maryland,  that 
a  lateral  canal  should  be  given  to  Baltimore,  which  is  so  highly  important  for 
the  West  as  a  market.  No  person  can  be  more  sensible  of  the  value  of  this 
part  of  the  country  than  I  am,  and  the  Virginia  bill  provides,  that  the  neigh- 
bouring states  may  connect  their  waters  with  the  canal,  jjrovided  this  should 
not  be  detrimental  to  the  main  concern.  But  this  proposed  cross  cut,  or 
lateral  junction,  is  impossible,  in  consequence  of  the  volume  of  water  requi- 
site for  the  feeder. 

The  bill  of  Virginia  leaves  the  tariff  of  toll  to  the  Company,  and  we  may 
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averajTO  that  it  will  not  exceed  the  assumed  ratio  on  which  we  have  calca- 
latcd.  But  it  is  requisite  that  our  friends  in  the  West  be  especially  apprized 
that  they  are  not  excluded  from  the  interest  as  well  as  organization  of  the 
present  project.  This  measure  is  not  for  Virginia  or  Maryland — the  in- 
terest of  every  section  of  America  is  involved. 

The  great  interests  of  our  national  confederacy  are  involved — the  durabi- 
lity of  the  seat  of  government — the  consolidation  of  the  union  of  the  differ- 
ent states  are  implicated  in  this  measure.  It  would  be  a  narrow  and  con- 
tracted view,  to  suppose  that  we  only  look  to  the  immediate  advantage  of 
one  or  two  states.  Far  be  it  from  us  to  entertain  such  illiberal  considera- 
tions. Though  we  could  not  act  for  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  yet  we  have 
made  ample  provision  for  their  simultaneous  operation  along  with  us. 

In  the  immediate  details  of  the  procedure  of  this  canal,  I  would  observe, 
that  it  would  be  better  to  carry  it  to  the  mouth  of  Savage  Creek,  than  to  stop 
at  Cumberland.  The  price  of  coal  by  land  carriage  is  Yi  cents  per  bushel, 
and  by  ascending  to  Savage  Creek  by  water,  the  price  would  only  be  2 
cents.  This  is  an  essential  feature  in  the  plan,  which  ought  not  on  any  ac- 
count to  be  altered.  •■  After  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  I  have  examined  the 
rate  at  which  fuel  is  transported  to  the  great  cities  of  the  Atlantic,  and  may 
be  transported  to  the  Chesapeake.  A  gentleman,  a  manufacturer  from 
Pittsburgh,  told  me  that  he  sold  coals  at  Louisville,  for  10  cents,  after  trans- 
portation ;  and  there  was  included  the  expense  of  breaking  up  the  boat, 
roughly  joined  together,  and  the  return  of  the  boatmen  up  the  river.  I  am 
persuaded  that  coal  can  be  shipped  and  delivered  in  the  Chesapeake  at  6 
cents  ;  and  though  the  project  of  Perkins  promised  much,  whatever  the  re- 
sults may  be  in  practice,  yet  had  they  succeeded,  they  would  not  have  pro- 
duced a  greater  revolution  than  this  will  effect.  The  coal  of  Lehigh  will 
not  reach  Philadelphia  so  cheap,  nor  that  of  Susquehanna  the  City  of  Balti- 
more. 

When  the  canal  has  reached  Allegany,  and  produces  a  profit  of  ten 
per  cent,  I  propose,  that  the  Commissioners  shall  be  empowered  to  ex- 
tend it  still  further  to  the  west.  When  we  shall  be  enabled  to  extend  our 
views  to  the  range  before  us,  coal,  under  these  circumstances,  will  be  ob- 
tained as  cheap  on  a  transit  of  210  miles,  as  at  the  distance  from  Pittsburgh 
to  Louisville.  There  is  no  possibility  of  saying  how  far  our  advantages  may 
increase.  Our  per  centage,  from  fifteen,  may  rise  to  one  hundred.  The 
principal  canals  in  the  old  countries,  have  realized  sums  which  the  most 
sanguine  could  not  have  anticipated.  Remove,  in  this  case,  the  objection 
that  the  Western  interests  are  not  attended  to,  and  one  half  the  difliculty 
is  overcome.  I  hope,  yet,  to  meet  our  brethren  on  the  summit  of  the  Alle- 
gany, to  descend  along  with  them,  and  penetrate  the  regions  of  the  Western 
valleys. 

Our  procedure  is  also  in  sympathy  and  congeniality  with  those  adven- 
tjirers  who  embarked  in  the  former  canal.  I  have  lamented  their  losses  :  I 
have  regretted  the  sad  calamities  which  have  overtaken  many  deserving 
and  patriotic  individuals,  who  embarked  in  this  enterprize.  We  owe  it  to 
them — we  owe  it  to  ourselves — we  owe  to  it  to  our  fame  in  Europe — we 
owe  it  to  the  man  who  first  projected  this  enterprize — the  man  who  was 
"  first  in  peace,  first  in  war,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen," 
that  something  should  be  done  in  behalf  of  these  individuals. 

But,  in  this  case,  strict  practical  facts  must  guide  us,  and  not  the  influence 


CHESAPEAKE    AND    OHIO    CANAL    (  ONVENTION.  H 

of  feelings  ami  the  sway  of  emotions,  however  kintl.  We  ni\ist  look  to 
the  hard  calculations  of  dollars  and  cents.  The  rule  by  which  we  are  to  be 
guided  is,  have  you  fulfilled  your  contract?  They  iissuredly  have  not  done 
so  ;  and  how  then  are  we  to  proceed  with  them  ?  Are  we  jjrepared  to  dis- 
solve them  with  a  quo  warranto  ?  This  we  cannot  do,  for  Maryland  is  con- 
tented with  their  procedure.  But,  in  fact,  the  resolution  of  the  company  sur- 
rendering their  rights,  renders  all  such  steps  nugatory.  It  was  agreed  that 
the  com})any  should  have  no  claims  until  ten  per  cent,  of  profit  should  be 
realized  by  the  stockholders ;  when  this  shall  have  taken  |)lace,  then  the 
shares  of  the  former  company  will  come  in  for  a  liquidation  of  their  claims 
from  the  surplus. 

There  is  a  class  of  gentlemen  associated  with  the  old  Potomac  Company, 
who  are  placed  on  a  better  footing  tiian  the  partners  of  the  company.  Their 
creditors  are  put  on  a  better  footing  than  themselves,  and  are  enabled  to 
proceed,  in  the  event  of  a  settlement,  to  recover  their  debts.  Of  these  cre- 
ditors, all,  unless  two  or  three,  are  resident  within  our  neighborhood.  The 
means  of  arranging  with  them  is  developed  from  the  plan  itself,  and  the 
thirty  or  forty  thousand  dollars  which  may  be  owing  these  strangers,  can  be 
easily  bought  uj). 

Having  provided  for  the  old  Potomac  Company,  we  obtain  thereby  the 
surrender  of  all  that  work  which  they  accomplished  ;  and,  with  that,  their 
locks,  their  power  of  water,  wlfich,  I  am  persuaded,  are  of  themselves  equal 
in  value  to  the  compensation  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  conipany.  Our 
Canal  cannot  be  used  for  manufactures;  we  cannot  so  employ  it;  the  cur- 
rents requisite  for  manufacturing  operations,  would  tend  to  derange  all  the 
system.  In  fact,  the  water  rights  of  the  Potomac  Comjiany  are  equal  to  their 
surrender  of  their  privileges. 

Mr.  Mercer  then  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Colston. — There  are  some  parts  of  the  resolutions  which  I  am  not 
prepared  to  adopt.  I  cannot,  in  my  present  state  of  information,  go  with 
the  mover,  when  he  proposes  to  increase  the  width  of  the  canal  from  thirty 
feet,  as  in  the  Virginia  resolution,  to  forty  feet. 

Chairman. — This  is  not  exactly  in  order,  as  it  has  not  been  agreed  by  the 
meeting  whether  the  resolutions  shall  be  committed  to  a  select  committee. 

After  some  explanatory  remarks  by  some  of  the  members, 

Mr.  Herbert  rose  and  remarked  :  I  beg  leave  to  state  to  this  meeting 
that  this  scheme  has  been  adjudged  impracticable,  and  that  such  an  impres- 
sion has  gone  to  a  considerable  extent  amongst  a  certain  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic. I,  therefore,  suggest,  that  a  preamble  ought  to  precede  these  resolutions, 
Slating  all  the  facts  of  a  practical  nature,  within  the  knowledge  of  members 
of  this  convention,  and  exhibiting  that  the  great  object  in  view  is  not  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  any  one  particular  section,  but  to  consolidate  the  great 
interests  of  the  east  and  west.  There  are  many  here  who  have  it  in  their 
power  to  communicate  valuable  information,  and  thus  pave  the  way  for  the 
reception  of  this  project  in  the  public  mind.  I  would,  therefore,  have  all  the 
facts  embodied  in  the  report  preceding  the  resolutions,  that  the  public  mind 
should  be  fully  possessed  with  them,  and  convinced,  not  only  of  the  practi- 
cability, but  utility  of  the  scheme.  This  would  give  a  character,  a  tone  to 
our  proceedings  ;  it  would  satisty  the  nation  at  large  :  it  would  show  that  we 
are  not  attempting  a  local  plan  lor  this  District ;  but  for  Virginia  and  Mary- 
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land — for  the  east  and  the  west — for  the  Union  at  large.  It  would  show, 
that  we  wish  to  establish  the  bands  that  tie  our  country,  and  add  the  brightest 
and  fairest  link  which  yet  surrounds  her.  This  is  a  measure  which  awakens 
all  the  best  feelings  of  the  patriot,  and  must  enlist  every  sentiment  of  our 
countrymen.  There  are  many  in  the  state  of  Maryland  wlio  feel  a  strong 
bias  against  the  proposed  measure,  imagining  that  it  will  be  against  their 
interest.  They  are  looking  for  objections,  and  tliese  objections  are  likely  to 
produce  their  effect,  sliould  this  scheme  be  affnnied  to  be  impracticable,  or 
that  there  are  not  available  funds  for  its  completion.  I,  therefore,  move 
that  the  committee  draw  up  a  report  embodying  all  the  facts  within  their 
knowledge;  showing  the  practicability  of  the  proposed  scheme,  and  the  re- 
sources available  for  its  execution.  Mr.  Herbert  then  apologized  for  the 
imperfect  manner  in  which,  as  he  stated,  he  had  expressed  his  sentiments. 

Mr.  Mercer. — The  gentleman  may  be  assured  that  he  is  prefectly  under- 
stood. None  but  must  have  appreciated  the  force  of  his  observations.  But, 
what  he  suggests  must  be  the  work  of  time,  and  as  many  gentlemen  intend 
leaving  this  })lace  to-morrow,  or  the  day  after  to-morrow,  there  cannot  be 
time  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  gentleman,  in  preparing  such  a  preamble  as  is 
due  to  the  respectability  of  this  meeting.  Such  a  document  could  not  be 
properly  arranged,  considering  the  other  matter  before  the  committee,  until 
next  week,  and  the  duty  will,  in  fact,  devolve  on  the  four  committees,  who 
are  to  present  memorials  to  Congress  and  the  different  legislatures  in  co- 
operation with  the  central  committee.  But,  on  the  subject  of  verbal  illus- 
tration, there  irs  a  gentleman  present  who  has  been  at  great  pains  on  this 
subject,  and  whose  observations  and  surveys,  on  the  summit  level  between 
the  Eastern  and  Western  divisions  of  the  proposed  canal,  will  throw  a  scien- 
tific light  on  this  subject,  which  must  be  gratifying  to  all. 

Mr.  Herbert. — I  still  wish  my  proposal  taken  up,  so  that  the  scheme 
may  be  rendered  accej:>table  not  only  to  Congress  and  the  states  interested, 
but  to  the  people  at  large,  inducing  all  classes  to  come  forward  with  general 
contributions.  Let  us  insist  on  the  importance  of  this  measure,  and  demon- 
strate that  it  is  not  to  a  i'ew  states  that  we  appeal  to,  but  to  the  nation  at 
large. 

I  am  persuaded,  could  we  show  this  scheme  to  be  practicable  and  profita- 
ble, large  contributions  would  be  obtained  from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tic. Exhibit  the  magnificence  of  the  scheme,  and  let  every  one  be  excited 
to  act  in  its  behalf,  be  his  motive  what  it  may,  whether  patriotic  or  interested. 
I  really  believe  such  a  detail  as  I  propose,  would  not  occupy  above  one 
page.  I  have  been  told  that  raone}'  in  this  country,  money  in  London, 
may  be  obtained  for  very  low  interest.  The  capitalists  of  Europe  would 
be  glad  to  invest  their  money  in  this  undertaking,  provided  they  were  con- 
vinced that  it  would  b<"  profitable. 

I  am,  I  confess,  afraid  of  the  requisite  aid  being  forthcoming  from  Vir- 
ginia or  Maryland.  But  could  we  obtain  the  charter,  we  shall  appeal  to 
tlie  pubhc  feeling  and  public  spirit  of  the  country — and,  if  we  are  to  do  so, 
is  it  not  reasonable  that  all  the  best  emotions  of  our  fellow  citizens  should  be 
enlisted.  I  therefore  hope  that  every  gentleman  present  will  communicate 
all  the  facts  within  his  knowledge,  pertaining  to  this  subject,  either  verbally 
or  otherwise. 

After  some  remarks  as  to  the  best  mode  of  saving  time. 

General  Mason  rose  and  remarked  :  I  move  that  the  resolutions  be  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  members.     Tlie  farther  the  jrentleman   from  Prince 
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Georges  progressed  in  his  remarks,  the  more  I  was  convinced  of  their  uiiiity 
and  correctness.  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  committee  ouirht  to 
precede  their  resohitions  by  a  succinct  view,  throwing  light  on  the  si'.aud 
subject,  and  exhibiting  its  prominent  details.  1  am  sure  several  gentlemen 
have  it  in  their  power  to  elucidate  this  question.  VVe  have  not  heard  enough 
of  the  proposed  route — nt  ither  has  the  public  been  made  suiricicntly  ac- 
quaJnteil  with  it.  J  particularly  allude  to  the  country  between  Savage  Creek, 
and  IMonimiialiela.  1  may  say,  we  have  a  peculiar  invitation  to  this  dis- 
trict. We  have  there  unbounded  resources  and  advantages  before  lis. — 
There  is,  perhaps,  no  spot  which  affords  such  advantages  from  the  exuber- 
ance of  nature,  and  the  great  resources  of  water  communication.  With  so 
great  facilities,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  result. 

The  route  to  Cumberland  is  suiliciently  developed  by  the  survey.  There 
is  a  gentleman  present,  ready  to  give  all  tiie  requisite  information,  as  I  under- 
stand, respecting  the  summit  level  at  the  head  waters  of  the  Potomac. 

Albert  Callatin,  with  all  his  skill,  and  continued  inquiries,  gave  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  there  was  not  water  enough,  at  this  position.  But  further 
information  has  dissipated  this  error,  originating  in  the  then  imperfect  calcu- 
lations; and  shown  that  Albert  Gallatin,  with  all  his  zeal,  imited  with 
extended  inquiry,  was  under  mistake. 

Another  extraordinary  tact  deserves  to  be  mentioned,  that  the  inclination  of 
the  bed  of  the  Potomac  at  tide  water,  was  calculated  at  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-four  feet;  but  when  accurately  surveyed,  it  was  found  to  be  I'ully  two 
hundred  feet  less. 

There  is  another  view  in  which  this  subject  is  to  be  illustrated.  When  we 
reach  the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  we  discover  that  the  inmiediate  branches  of 
that  river  are  interlocking  with  the  lakes.  From  Pittsbure,  we  have  the 
Beaver;  and,  from  the  same  stream,  the  Muskingum,  the  Sciota.  the  San- 
dusky, the  Great  AVabash,  and  the  Miami,  all  pouring  their  streams  towards 
the  lakes. 

The  fact  is  curious,  but  true,  that  if  a  line  be  taken  from  Cape  Henry  on 
the  Chesapeake,  a  direct  line  to  the  west  will  strike  Cumberland  :  proceed- 
ing from  that,  it  will  reach  the  Beaver  river — and  from  that,  the  Grand  River. 
This  has  only  to  be  tried  on  Melish's  or  any  other  map.  I  mention  these 
combined  circumstances,  for  the  sake  of,  in  some  degree,  illustrating  this 
subject. 

]\Ir.  Colston. — I  am  misunderstood,  if  it  be  supposed  I  am  opposed  to 
information.  My  hope,  on  ccming  here,  was  to  obtain  that  intbrmation, 
and  however  we  may  differ  as  to  the  means,  I  am  persuaded  we  all  have 
the  same  end  in  view.  I  am  therefore  disposed  to  say,  that  it  is  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  information  that  I  rise  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Caldwell. — My  objection  to  the  j)resent  proposition  is,  that  it  will 
seem  like  forcing  the  committee  to  the  consideration  of  certain  measures, 
whether  their  time  will  permit  them  or  not.  I  am  disposed  to  rely  at 
present  on  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Mercer.  The  public  looks  for  something 
of  importance  from  this  committee.  I  therefore  move  tliat  it  be  discretion- 
ary with  the  Committee  to  assume  the  discussion  of  the  proposal  which  has- 
been  made. 

Mr.  Mercer. — There  is  something  peculiarly  improper,  at  this  period,  in 
detailing  all  our  expected  advantages,  and  all  our  views.  It  will  rouse 
the  jealousies  of  neighbouring  states  ;  particularly  in  North  Carolina,  South 
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Carolina,  and  New  York.  It  will  awaken  feelings  which  ought  to  be  allow»- 
ed  to  lie  dormant.  It  will  prevent  the  support  of  many  in  Congress,  who 
otherwise  would  assist  us.  At  all  events,  the  memorial  to  Congress  will  suffi- 
ciently illustrate  our  views  and  plans.  To  prevent  the  jealousies  to  which 
I  have  referred,  I  scrupulously  avoided  all  allusions  to  the  peculiar  and  espe- 
cial mode  of  conduct,  and  anticipated  result.  But  I  expect  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  such  illustrations  and  calculations  as  will  materially 
interest  this  meeting. 

Mr.  Shriver. — As  I  have  been  referred  to  by  several  of  the  gentlemen  pre- 
sent, something  is  most  probably  expected  from  me.  Altogether  vmac- 
customed  to  speaking  in  public  before  assemblies  of  any  kind,  I  beg  I  may 
be  excused  from  addressing  the  present  numerous  and  highly  respectable 
meeting.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it,  have  been  kind  enough  to 
attach  some  importance  to  my  humble  eflbrts  to  cast  some  little  additional 
light  on  a  very  interesting  subject :  apprehensive,  therefore,  that  I  would  be 
looked  to  for  an  exj)lanation  of  my  survej's  and  views  of  the  subject,  I  pro- 
cured the  ear  and  kind  attention  of  the  worthy  and  intelligent  gentleman 
from  Loudon,  who  had  the  goodness  to  say  he  would  be  my  organ  on  this 
occasion.  I  beg  he  will  have  the  goodness  to  state  to  the  meeting  my  views, 
confident  that  he  can  do  it  in  much  less  time,  and  in  a  much  more  satisfac- 
tory manner,  than  I  possibly  could  myself 

Mr.  Mercer  then  consented,  and  read  from  JMr.  Shriver's  notes  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect ; 

Deep  Creek,  at  the  Hooppole  narrow,  six  and  seven-eighths  of  a  mile 
from  the  summit  of  the  dividing  ridge  which  it  is  proposed  to  intersect,  fur- 
nishes a  volume  of  water,  at  the  dryest  season  of  the  year,  at  least  fifteen  by 
two  feet,  with  an  average  velocity  of  the  surface  and  bottom  of  the  volume, 
of  about  Iqf  miles  per  hour.  It  may,  therefore,  be  assumed,  as  the  basis  of  the 
estimate  to  be  made  of  the  supply  of  water  for  the  summit  level  of  the  con- 
templated canal,  that  Deep  Creek  will,  at  that  point,  afford  16.500  cubic  feet 
of  water  every  5  minutes  ;  at  which  rate,  allowing  for  the  evaporation,  ab- 
sorption, and  leakage  of  the  reservoir  and  descending  locks,  to  amount  to  the 
loss  of  laOO  cubic  feet  during  every  five  minutes  of  the  day  and  night,  there 
will  remain  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  to  fill  every  five  minutes  a  lock  of 
ten  feet  lift,  and  of  the  length  of  100  feet,  and  width  of  15  feet ;  which,  allow- 
ing two  locks  full  for  each  boat  in  passing  over  the  ridge,  would  afford  a  suf- 
ficient supply  for  six  boats  per  hour,  both  night  and  day.  Should  this  sup- 
ply, aided  by  the  judicious  application  of  a  reservoir,  be  found  inadequate  to 
the  intended  commerce  of  the  countiies  which  the  canal  is  to  unite,  then 
recurrence  may  be  had,  at  an  expense  by  no  means  disproportioned  to  the 
importance  of  die  object,  to  a  feeder  from  the  Little  Youghagany,  which 
heads  in  the  same  dividing  ridge,  and  runs  nearly  parrallel  to  Deep  Creek. 
This  feeder  would  require  an  open  cut  of  four  miles,  averaging  in  depth  about 
15  feet,  and  not  exceeding  any  where  35  feet  in  depth,  of  alluvial  soil,  with 
a  tunnel  of  l.J  miles,  united  with  the  waters  of  Deep  Creek  in  the  same  com- 
mon reservoir.  This  feeder  would  nearly  double  the  supply  of  water 
derived  from  the  latter  ;  and  if  both  means  combined,  should  yet  fail  of 
yielding  a  sufficient  supply  for  the  summit  level,  by  a  feeder  of  smaller  dimen- 
sions, but  of  greater  lenglh  than  the  preceding,  the  numerous  rivulets  \\  iiich 
swell  the  current  of  the  Great  Youghagany  and  Cheat  rivers,  may  be  drawn 
to  the  aid  of  the  canal. 
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The  distance  from  the  summit  of  the  dividing  ridgo  to  tlio  point  proposed 
for  the  summit  level,  has  been  stated  at  near  seven  miles,  from  thence  to 
Connelsville,  by  the  meandcrings  of  the  creek  and  river,  it  is  seventy  miles. 
On  near  one  half  of  this  distance  there  are  bottom  lands  of  some  breadtli 
extending  along  the  stream  ;  on  either  one  side  or  the  other,  the  remaining 
portion  is  rugged,  and  much  broken  by  rocks,  but  opposes  no  insuperable 
difficulties  to  the  formation  of  a  canal.  IV'low  ("onnelsville,  the  \ougl'ia- 
gany  is  now  navigable  at  high  water,  to  its  junction  with  the  JMonongahela, 
a  distance  of  about  30  miles  ;  adchng  this  to  the  two  preceding  sums,  a  total 
of  107  miles  is  found,  which  may  be  assumed  as  the  distance  of  the  western 
section.  From  the  mouth  of  the  Youghagany  to  the  junction  of  the  Big  Bea- 
ver with  the  Ohio,  is  39  miles:  from  thence,  it  is  believed,  a  canal  may  be 
made  to  Lake  Erie,  that  shall  not  exceed  130.  Another  western  route  from 
the  same  summit,  would,  in  a  much  shorter  distance,  reach  the  waters  of 
the  IMonongahela,  and  may  be  as  practicable.  It  would  connect  that  level 
with  Cheat  River  above  Big  Sandy  Creek,  by  the  muddy  creeks  of  the  great 
Youghagany  and  Cheat  rivers,  which  have  their  sources  in  the  same  pine 
swamp.  This  shorter  route  has  not  been  surveyed,  but  it  is  believed,  if 
found  practicable,  that  a  canal,  from  the  summit  level  to  the  mouth  of  Cheat 
river,  would  be  little  more  than  half  the  distance  of  the  former. 

[From  the  number  of  calcul;itions,  and  rapid  announcement  to  a  pul)lic  meeting,  we  can- 
not 'guarantee  the  specific  accuracy  of  the  whole  of  our  statements,  tliough  we  believe 
they  will  be  found  to  be  suhstaiitiaily  correct.] 

Mr.  Mercer  accompanied  the  reading  of  the  statements  of  Mr.  SJiriver 
whh  many  highly  interesting  and  illustrative  remarks,  and  some  estimates 
respecting  the  expense  of  constructing  a  Tunnel — referring  to  the  Bridge- 
water  Canal,  and  more  especially  to  the  Tunnel  of  the  Grand  Junction  Canal, 
which  cost  eight  guineas  per  yard, 

Mr.  A.  Lee. — These  resolutions,  able  and  important  as  they  are,  require 
deep  consideration  before  we  adopt  them.  It  is  proposed  that  memorials 
be  presented  to  the  different  states,  involving  financial  assistance.  An  at- 
tempt was  made  by  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  to  call  the  attention  of 
Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  Kcntui  ky,  to  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion. This  appeal  was  not  confined  to  the  Potomac  Canal,  but  extended  to 
the  subject  of  internal  improvement  throughout  tlie  Cnion. 

In  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  a  powerful  and  luminous  report  was 
drawn  up  by  a  Committee,  which  recommended  that  surve\  s  should  be  ta- 
ken. I  rejoice  that  the  subject  has  taken  the  witle  field  of  discussion,  which 
has  been  presented  to  the  Ilouse. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  whether  the  v  •solutions  should  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  and  carried,  unanimously. 

A  committee  of  fifteen  was  moved  by  Mr.  Mercer,  for  the  consideration 
of  the  resolutions — to  be  appointed  by  ihe  Chair. 

Mr.  Colston. — I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  th;!t  after  examination  and  in- 
formation, I  will  differ  from  the  honorable  member  from  ^'irginia.  Let  me 
again,  however,  remark,  that  the  difference  between  a  canal  of  40  feet  and 
30  feet  wide,  will  be  as  134  to  75.  In  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  in  one  section  of  their  canal,  the  difference  was  esti- 
mated as  13,000  dollars  are  to  7000  dollars.  For  the  preceding  calculation 
I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Briggs. 

It  is  well  worth  the  attention  of  the  friends  of  the  Potomac  Canal  to  con- 
sider this  great  difference  in  the  ratio  of  expense.     I  therefore  move— 
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That  the  committee  to  whom  the  resolutions  have  been  referred,  be  instritctecl 
to  inquire — 

1st,  Into  the  probable  difference  of  expense  between  a  canal  30  feet  wide,  and 
one  40  feet. 

2d,  Into  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  likely  to  result  from  increasing  the 
width  of  the  proposed  canal  from  30  to  40  feet,  and  report  the  result  of  such 
inquiries  to  this  meeting. 

A  gentleman  here  observed — I  think  it  would  be  better  to  leave  the  com- 
mittee free  to  act  and  report  according  to  the  information  of  which  they  may 
be  possessed  ;  and  when  they  make  their  report,  then  any  amendment  may 
be  suggested. 

Mr.  Colston. — My  objection  totliis  course  is,  that  I  am  seeking  for  infor- 
mation— if  the  Committee  should  report  for  40  feet,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
vote  against  it.  This  does  not  traomicl  the  committee.  Tliis  question  is 
not  necessarily  brought  before  the  committee  by  the  resolutions  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia.  One  obvious  course  ma}'  be  taken,  at  all  events,  to 
agree  tliat  the  widtli  shall  not  be  less  than  30  feet.  I  know  that  tlie  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Mercer)  attaches  very  great  importance  to  the  proposed  width  of 
40  feet.  And  I  also  wish  as  much  as  he  can  to  facilitate  the  transport  of 
passengers.  But  we  certainly  have  not  the  proper  information,  to  come  to  a 
proper  conclusion  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Mercer. — This  is  not  the  time  to  go  into  an  enquiry — but  let  me  ask, 
if  other  States  have  canals  of  the  proposed  width,  and  we  a  canal  of  only 
30  feet  broad,  with  locks  of  13  feet — how  shall  we  be  able  to  enter  into  com- 
petition with  such  superiority  ? — how  shall  we  be  able  to  obtain  our  portioa-N 
of  the  W^cstern  Trade  ?  v     1 

Mr.  Colston. — The  gentleman  is  great  in  scientific  research  ;  but  another/ 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Briggs,)  also  great  in  practical  details  on  this  subject,  is  of 
opinion,  tiiat  a  canal  of  30  feet  would  answer  every  purpose.  The  only 
difierence  regards  the  transit  of  passengers — Now,  the  gentleman  to  whom 
I  allude,  has  been  passenger  on  canals,  in  boats,  which  were  two  feet  nar- 
rower than  these  would  be  on  the  proposed  one  of  30  feet,  and  he  found  the 
accommodations,  if  not  splendid,  at  least  comfortable. — At  all  events,  as  the 
information  can  do  no  luirm,  I  intend  to  press  my  motion. 

Mr.  Mercer. — I  do  not  intend  to  oppose  the  motion  of  the  worthy  gentle- 
man, but  to  remark  that  solids  are  to  each  other  as  the  cubes  of  their  homo- 
logous sides.  An  Ea?t  Indiaman  will  require  less  quantity  of  water  than  a 
number  of  small  craft;  and  vessels  one  hundred  feet  long,  and  proportional 
breadth,  will  require  less  tlian  ten  vessels  of  ten  feet  in  length,  and  propor- 
tionate in  breadth. 

Mr.  I.  Briggs. — I  hope  the  gentleman,  (IMr.  Colston,)  will  consent  to 
withdraw  his  motion  for  the  instructions  to  the  committee.  I  must  have  been 
vei'y  unfortunate  in  my  expressions,  when  he  supposes  that  I  spoke  in  the  de- 
cided manner  which  he  imagines  respecting  the  preference  for  a  canal  of 
thirty  feet  in  width.  I  lie  open  to  information,  and  would  only  wish  the  sub- 
ject examined. 

Mr.  CoMon  apologized  for  having  caused  the  gentleman  to  be  misunder- 
stood ;  but  his  intention  was  to  express  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Briggs  thus — that 
he  did  not  think  the  competition  in  a  canal  of  30  feet  in  width  would  be  so 
much  in  favor  of  New  York,  as  the  difierence  of  price  required  to  construct 
one  of  40  feet  in  width. 
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General  Mason  remarked,  that  the  most  accurate  calculators  might  somc- 
daies  bo  mistaken.  JMr.  JMcrcer  had  presumed  the  breadth  of  thcLangue- 
<luc  canal  was  l~4  feet.  Having  had  the  tbrtune  to  travel  in  that  coimtry, 
tuid  pass  along  that  canal  in  my  youth,  1  have  reduced  from  French  toises  the 
evact  dimensions.  They  are  (5 1  feet  on  the  surface,  32  at  the  bottom,  6  ket 
4  inches  in  deptli. 

<icneral  Mercer  proposed  that  the  select  committee  consist,  instead  of  15, 
of  21  members  ;  but  some  of  the  gentlemen  presuming  that  such  a  number 
woiild  rather  tend  to  embarrass,  he  withdrew  his  proposition. 

?>Ir.  lAiifboroitgh  wished  that  Mr,  Colston  would  not  withdraw  his  motion 
for  instruction  to  the  committee,  and  aUor  some  fiu'ther  discussion,  it  was 
<:arric(i  by  a  majority  that  tiie  resolution  pass. 

The  Chairman  iW.n  presented  a  letter  from  the  Delegation  appointed  by 
the  cii;7,ens  of  Belmont  County,  OhiOj  M'hich  was  read  ; 

To  fji^  Chairman  of  Ihn  Mactinff  of  I  he  Friends  ofti/tc  Votomac  Canal,  to 
be  held  hi  the  C'ti/  of  jrahhingion,  on  the  6th  of  November  next. 

Sir  :  The  undersignec'  having  been,  at  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Belmont 
county,  Ohio,  appointed  Dele{;ate3  to  the  meeting  of  the  friends  of  the  Potomac 
Canal,  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  "W'osliington,  on  the  6th  November  next,  are 
under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  saying  that  circumstances  beyond  their  con- 
trol, place  it  out  of  their  power  to  give  their  personal  attendance  upon  that  occa- 
sion. As  a  further  apolog}'  for  non-attendance,  we  subjoin  a  few  remarks  in- 
tended to  express  the  sentiments  of  our  constituents  upon  the  subject  of  your 
meeting. 

In  that  section  of  Ohio  which  we  have  been  chosen  to  represent,  the  think- 
ing part  of  the  population  have  for  some  time  observed,  with  interesting  anxiety, 
the  movements  of  our  Eastern  brethren  upon  the  subject  of  the  Potomac  and 
Oliio  Canal.  They  hailed  with  joy  tlie  fust  dawn  of  that  liberal  and  enUghtened 
ptjlicy  which  promised  a  speedy  accomplishment  of  this  great  national  work. 
Aware  diat  their  interests  were  closely  blended  with  the  completion  of  this  design,, 
they  saw  with  real  satisfaction  the  increasing  excitement  of  that  spirit  whicb 
gave  assurance  that  energy  and  efiiGiency  would  accompany  the  undertaking. 
With  the  utmost  cheerfulness,  then,  they  ex])ressed  an  unqualified  approbatioq 
of  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted  to  forward  this  great  object,  and 
their  willingness  to  render  a  constant  co-operation  in  future.  At  the  County 
Meeting,  in  which  the  undersigned  were  appointed  Delegates,  the  resolutions 
herewith  forwarded  were  passed  without  a  dissenting  voice. — It  docs  not,  indeed, 
require  m.uch  penetration  to  perceive  that,  if  the  projected  Canal  is  'completed 
to  Pittsburg,  all  that  territory  whicii  is  watered  by  the  Ohio,  and  its  tributaries, 
above  the  falls,  will  experience  advantages  \\hich  it  is  now  impossible  to  esti- 
mate or  conceive.  It  is  confidently  believed,  by  men  who  have  examined  the 
subject  with  attention,  and  who  are  well  qualified  to  judge,  that,  if  this  Canal  be 
extended  to  Lake  Erie,  it  will  enjoy  a  much  more  than  equal  participation  of 
the  trade  of  that  Lake  as  well  as  of  Lakes  Superior,  Huron,  Michigan,  and  their 
several  extensive  dependencies. 

In  the  limits  which  we  have  prescribed  to  this  communication,  we  cannot,  nor 
do  we  think  it  necessary  to  assign  our  reasons  for  believing,  with  our  fellow 
citizens,  that  the  Potomac  and  Ohio  Canal  will  be  the  outlet  of  all  the  trade 
of  the  Ohio,  aix>ve  the  falls,  and  of  the  Lakes  west  of  its  termination.  As  far 
as  it  regards  ourselves,  we  are  assured,  that,  as  we  can  afford  to  transport 
flour,  bacon,  tobacco,  ^c.  to  the  Baltimore  market  at  an  expense  of  from  two 
to  three  dollars  per  hundred  weight,  we  shall  derive  proportionably  greater 
profit  from  the  same  trade  when  the  cost  of  transportation  will  not  exceed  fifty 
cents.  We  anticipitate,  with^reat  confidence,  a  considerable  advance  in  tlje 
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value  of  our  lands,  and,  in  general,  of  all  our  property,  and  particularly  of  such 
bulky  commodities  as  will  not  now  bear  transportation  to  any  safe  market. 

The  same  argument  which  proves  the  proposed  Canal  to  be  fraught  with  bene- 
fit to  us,  may  be  applied,  with  little  alteration,  to  all  that  country  whose  trade 
we  have  supposed  will  flow  through  its  channel.  The  articles  of  our  trade  in 
general  command  as  higli  a  price  in  Baltimore  as  in  New- York.  Why,  then,  go 
several  hundred  miles  furtlier  to  find  a  market  at  the  latter  place  ?  ^Vhy  incur 
the  danger  of  meeting  earlier  obstructions  from  ice  ?  Why  brave  the  dangers 
of  an  extended  lake  navigation  ?  These  are  considerations  which  cannot  fad  to 
have  their  weight  with  the  Western  people,  in  making  choice  of  a  market. 
A  regard  to  our  interest,  on  subjects  of  this  kind,  will  be  the  sole  guide  to  our 
decision. 

With  our  best  wishes,  and  those  of  our  fellow-citizens,  for  the  promotion  of 
the  object  of  your  meeting,  we  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

BENJ.  RUGGLES, 
S.  COLWELL. 
St.  Clairsville,  Belmont  Co^  Ohio, 
October,  27,  182S. 

Tliere  were  then  presented  to  the  meeting,  tlie  proceedings  of  the  citizens 
of  Preston  county,  in  Virginia,  relative  to  the  subject  under  consideration. 

A  letter  was  then  stated  to  have  been  received  by  Gen.  Mason,  from  one 
of  his  colleagues,  Mr.  F.  S.  Key,  who  was  prevented  by  sickness  from  at- 
tending— and  another  from  30  or  40  citizens  at  Cumberland  Cove,  impress- 
ing the  necessity  and  utility  of  carrying  the  canal  above  Cumberland. 

The  Chairman  then  proceeded  to  name  the  Commitlee  proposed  by  Mr. 
Mercer,  and  which  had  been  unanimously  carried. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  appointed  : 


Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia, 
Mr.  Jones,  of  Washington  City, 
Mr.  Shriven  of  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  Colston,  of  Virginia, 
Mr.  J.  Mason,  of  Georgetown, 
Mr.  Fenwick,  of  Maryland, 
Mr.  Herbert,  of  Maryland, 
Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio, 
The  meeting  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow, at  10. o'clock. 


Mr.  Shannon,  of  Virginia, 
Mr.  Briggs,  of  Maryland, 
Mr.  Swann,  of  Alexandria, 
Mr.  Tdghman,  of  Maryland, 
Mr.  McPherson,  of  Maryland, 
Mr.  Opie,  of  Virginia, 
Mr.  Hughes,  of  Annapolis. 


Saturday,  November  8. 

Amongst  the  auditors  were  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Southard,  and 
other  gentlonen. 

About  half  past  twelve  o'clock,  Dr.  Kent  took  the  chair.  On  the  arrival 
of  the  Select  Committee  with  their  report,  the  Secretary  proceeded  to  call 
over  the  names  of  the  members,  when  the  following  additional  members  ap- 
peared. 

Prince  George's  county,  Md. — William  T.  Wootton  and  Robert  W.  Bowie. 

Charles  county. — John  G.  Chapman. 

Frederick  county — Grafton  Duvall. 

Georgetown — Clement  Smith. 
'   The  following  gentlemen  were  then  proposed  as  honorary  members;  Vir- 
gil Maxey  of  Annapolis,  Major  Roberdeau  of  the  Engineer  Department;. 
Mr.  John  Shriver  of  Baltimore,  the  Hon  George  M'Duffie,  and  the  Hon. 
George  Sullivan  of  Boston. 
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Mr.  ]\[ercer  presented  a  letter  from  the  county  of  Monongahela,  contain- 
ing the  rt'sohitjons  of  the  citizenS'on  the  subject  before  the  Convention,  and 
appointing  a  delegation. 

iMr.  Caldwell. — 31r.  IM'DufRe  is  in  the  House,  and  as  we  are  desirous  of, 
and  seeking  for  information,  as  he  is  well  known  to  be  friendly  to  the  inter- 
nal improvement  of  the  country,  I  propose,  therefore,  that  he  take  his  place 
as  an  honorary  member.  The  motion  was  carried  unanimously,  and  Mr. 
M-'Dufiie  took  his  scat  accordingly. 

Mr.  Mercer,  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  then  rose :  The  committee 
have  instructed  me  to  make  a  report  of  their  proceedings  whenever  it  is  your 
pleasure  to  hear  it.  Since  tiie  meeting  rose  yesterday,  they  have  consumed 
all  the  time  in  the  examination  of  the  resolutions  submitted  to  them.  In- 
deed, they  continued  as  late  as  12  o'clock  last  night,  and  the  examination 
recommenced  as  early  as  sun-rise  this  morning.  They  have  laboured  to 
bring  matters  to  such  a  bearing  as  would  enable  this  meeting  to  adjourn  this 
evening,  should  it  so  see  fit.  We,  therefore,  rely  much  on  the  Central  Com* 
mittee  to  supply  all  the  defects  which  may  be  found  in  the  report. 

In  relation  to  the  instructions  which  were  submitted  to  them  respecting 
the  breadth  of  the  canal,  they  commissioned  me  verbally  to  say,  that  the 
time  was  not  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  come  to  any  definitive  conclusion. 
Indeed,  though  they  had  the  assistance  of  an  able  engineer  along  with  them, 
he  had  not  the  rt(iuisite  time  to  draw  the  proper  calculations  for  himself  or 
the  committee.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  all  will,  with  candour,  make  allow- 
ance fur  this  inconvenience.  One  great  object  will  be  obtained,  a  general 
communication  of  ideas,  and  general  understanding,  on  the  main  object  be- 
fore I'S. 

Mr.  Munro  moved  that  the  resolutions,  with  the  amendments,  be  pi'inted 
for  the  use  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Cohion. — The  only  objection  is,  that  this  will  be  a  detention,  and  no 
person  is  disposed  to  remain  ioi:  that  purpose. 

jNIr.  Mercer  then  proceeded  to  read  over  the  resolutions  with  the  amend- 
ments agreed  on  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Munro. — I  would  not  do  any  thing  to  retaid  the  proceedings,  and  as 
I  will  hear  the  resolutions  read  a  second  time,  with  explanations,  I  will  wave 
my  motion  for  printing. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — I  move  that,  as  this  is  a  great  natioral  question,  while 
small  matters  have  been  examined  and  disputed,  sufficient  time  be  given  for 
the  consideration  of  the  subject.  I  therefore  move,  that  the  resolutions  and 
amendments  be  printed. 

Mr.  Mercer. — The  great  debate  in  the  committee,  which  caused  so  much 
examination  and  discussion,  was,  respecting  the  right  of  the  National  Go- 
vernment and  State  Governments,  to  make  lateral  canals  from  the  main 
canal. 

Mr.  Foioell. — I  apprehend  that  we  will  have  sufficient  time,  though  I  wish 
not  to  hurry  the  meeting,  to  examine  the  resolutions  and  amendments,  with 
t'fee  explanations  given,  and  if  we  shall  then  find  that  we  do  not  comprehend 
the  subject,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  require  the  printing,  and  the  requisite  delay. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — I  came  here  to  stay,  if  necessary,  a  montii.  This  is  a 
great  national  question.  We  found  the  consequences  of  hurry  in  our  last 
session  of  legislature  in  Maryland,  whilst  this  subject  was  before  us.  Years 
may  be  lost  by  our  present  precipitancy. 
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It  was  then  remarked  that  time  might  be  economized  by  reading  over  th^ 
resolutions  as  they  were  amended  by  the  committee. 

IMr.  Mercer  then  read  over  the  first  resoUition  as  amended. 

Mr.  Forrest. — 1  request  that  the  reason  of  the  change  ot  the  name  of  tlic 
Canal  be  given,  from  Union  to  Chesapeake  and  Oiiio. 

Mr.  Mercer. — Yesterday  I  gave  my  reasons  for  wishing  the  name  of  Union 
Canal  to  be  given.  But  when  tlie  committee  came  to  consider  that  severa} 
Companies  have  the  same  name,  it  was  thought  better,  to  prevent  confusion, 
to  give  it  the  proposed  appellation.  Though  the  Ohio  uhimately  falls  into  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  yet  as  it  is  the  great  stream  to  which  we  propose  logo,  there 
seems  a  propriety  in  retaining  its  name.  In  adopting  the  term  Chesapeake 
we  wished  to  avoid  all  local  feelings,  and  assume  a  broad  distinctive  epithet, 
which  would  not  interfere  with  the  prejudices  of  any  section  of  the  country. 

My.  Forrest. — Mere  names  are  in  themselves  immaterial.  I  know  a  rose 
will  smell  as  sweet  by  any  other  name,  but,  in  the  present  case,  it  is  of  im- 
portance that  we  fi.x  a  proper  and  distinguishing  name.  There  is  another 
canal  called  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  and  there  may  be  some  possi- 
bility of  confounding  the  two. 

Mr.  Lee. — I  am  exceedingly  desirous  to  hear  the  opinions  of  the  gentlemen 
from  the  west  on  this  subject,  and  to  asceitain  what  the  sentiments  of  Oiiio, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Kentucky,  are  with  regard  to  the  ulterior  termination  of 
the  canal.  The  subject  has  taken  that  course,  that  the  views  of  the  west 
ought  to  be  ascertained  as  far  as  possible.  Nay,  the  very  name  is  likely  ta 
give  im.portance  to  the  results.  Before  the  name  be  changed,  I  should  like 
to  have  some  of  the  additional  information  for  which  I  ask.  I  believe  there 
is  a  gentleman  from  Kentucky  fully  capable  of  illustrating  the  views  of  the 
west. 

Colonel  Trimble. — I  certainly  felt  a  wish,  at  some  period,  to  lay  before 
this  meeting,  the  interest,  the  deep  interest,  which  my  state  takes  in  this 
Canal.  Though  I  cannot  pretend  to  say  at  what  particular  perrod  she  may 
act,  nor  in  what  precise  manner,  yet  I  well  know  the  intense  anxiety  which 
she  experiences  respecting  our  proceedings.  I  feel  considerable  dithdence  m 
addressing  this  Assembly  ;  for,  in  some  sense,  I  might,  perhaps,  be  considered 
as  an  intruder.  Though  I  have  no  wish  to  take  up  time  at  this  particular 
period,  yet  I  shall  briefly  endeavor  to  explain  the  views  of  my  state.  I  feel 
how  little  capable  I  am  of  giving  the  subject  that  deep  interest  which  it  re- 
quires— neither  can  I  adorn  it  with  embellishments,  but  will  proceed  rigidly 
to  state  simple  facts. 

In  my  state  we  do  not  inquire  what  particular  states  or  cities  will  be  bene- 
fited by  cutting  the  proposed  canal.  We  feel  satisfied  that  all  whhin  its 
range  must  experience  its  advantages.  There  is  no  doubt,  that  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Norfolk  tdl  will  experience  benefits,  but  it  does  not  become  me,  as 
a  Western  man,  to  select  the  particular  spots  or  cities  more  likely  to  receive 
peculiar  resources  and  increase  from  this  undertaking.  We  believe  that  the 
time  is  fast  coming,  when  the  produce  of  the  West  must  come  to  the  East. 
I  need  not  here  expatiate  on  the  extent  of  the  produce  and  increase  of  the. 
West.  I  need  not  attempt  an  estimate  of  what  it  will  one  day  be.  I  think 
that  Indiana,  Ohio,  and  Kentucky,  (I  speak  \vith  certainty  regarding  Ken- 
tucky,) will  soon  be  compelled  to  seek  an  Eastern  market. 

All  the  produce  required  for  consumption  in  New  Orleans  will  be  sup- 
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plied  by  the  country  to  the  soutli  west  of  us.*  The  Ohio  is  obstructed  part 
of  the  yeai"  by  ice,  while  the  steam  boats  are  almost  constantly  plying  from 
St.  Louis  to  New  Orleans.  If  we  continue  trading  with  New  Orleans  wo 
will  consequendy  be  compelled  to  go  into  a  market  either  overstocked  or 
dead.  It  can,  and  will,  be  decidetl  by  calculations,  whether  Ve  shall  go  to 
an  Eastern  or  Southern  market.  When  we  pursue  tiie  object  of  profit  in 
carrying  our  staples  to  market,  we  shall  be  compelled  to  seek  an  Eastern 
^uarket. 

Vve  now  look  to  the  New  York  canal.  But  that  canal  is  scarcely  able  ta 
receive  all  its  own  h-gilimatc  conveyances.  To  enable  us  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  New  York  market,  there  must  be  another  canal  cut  along  side  of 
the  present  one.  We  must,  therefore,  either  ask  of  New  York  to  cut  such  a 
anal,  or  else  we  must  ask  of  you  to  cut  tiie  Potomac  Canal.  Look  to  th« 
disadvantages  under  which  we  labour  in  our  intercourse  with  New  Orleans. 
When  we  go  there  the  insurance  on  a  cargo  averages  2^  per  cent.  There  are, 
indeed,  no  ins,iu-ance  offices  in  our  country — but,  then,  the  expenditure  on  the 
boat  averages  this  sum.  The  damage  by  climate  is  estimated  by  some  at  20 
per  cent.  Let  it,  however,  be  called  10 — nay,  reduce  it  even  so  low  as  5, 
though  10  be  the  fair  proportion,  and  see  what  a  loss  is  here.  Then,  there 
is  the  injury  by  hre  and  water;  and,  though  I  am  sorry  to  mention  it,  the 
frauds  of  commission  houses:  all  these  ravages  of  property — all  these  causes 
alone  will  compel  the  people  of  the  Western  country  to  seek  an  Eastan 
market.     But  there  are  still  stronger  motives  in  operation  than  these. 

I  have  hitherto  confined  myself  to  tlie  West — but  there  is  a  connexion 
between  the  East  and  West,  which  events  are  hasttniing  to  close. 

We  believe  that  the  time  is  coming  wiien  the  United  States  will  manufaor 
ture  for  themselves,  independently  of  any  foreign  country.  And  we  also 
suppose  that  these  manufactures  will  be  located  not  far  from  the  tide  v.ater  of 
the  head  of  the  Potomac. 

Baltimore  is  more  advantageously  placed  than  any  other  city  in  this  rc- 
ijpect.  Take  a  radius  of  30  miles  around  Baltimore,  and  the  water  power 
there  will  be  found  superior  to  any  other  site  in  the  L'nited  Stales. 

Wherever  such  manufacturing  establishments  are,  we  should  prefer  to  go 
there,  whether  to  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  or  Georgetown.  We  should  pre- 
fer to  give  our  heavy  staples  in  exchange  for  the  manufactures.  Even  at 
this  time  some  of  the  heavy  staples,  such  as  tobacco  and  hemp,  are  brought 
across  the  mountains  in  wagons  ;  and  the  fact  is,  that  cotton  has  been  brought 
all  the  way  from  Natchez  over  land. 

I  believe,  that  in  such  an  intercourse,  Maryland  would  profit  more  than 
Virginia. 

But  once  more  may  I  ask  you  to  look  around  you — expand  your  min.ds 
beyond  the  Allegany  mountains,  and  the  trade  which  you  may  hace  in  that 
direction  of  the  country  ;-^expand  your  views  to  other  scenes,  and  to  other 
times. 

Remember  what  eflect  the  trade  of  India  had  on  the  cities  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean sea.  Remember  the  proud  pre-eminence  and  commercial  splendor 
of  Venice  and  Genoa.  Venice,  to  secure  her  tr;ihc  to  the  cast,  and  keep 
herself  as  the  great  mart  of  its  producti'His,  overthn'.v,  in  junction  with  the 
Crusaders,  the  Augustan  line  of  emperors  in  the-  city  of  Constantinople. 

*Thi?  country,  which  was  formerly  ungeUkd,  and  a  coinpp.rat'ivc  waste,  is  now  rapidlj 
increasing  in  population  ?.iid  in  produce,  lis  ii.'ii.r.c^s  f;i\c9  if  a  coir.niai'.d  of  Jhe  market  <>l 
New  Orleans  which  Ohio  caanot  pogscM.    Ii  is,  tu  lact,  intcrceptijd  by  this  region. 
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Genoa,  sixty  years  afterwards,  raised  another  line  of  monarchs  to  the  throne 
of  Constantinople,  to  secure  her  Indian  trade  through  the  Black  Sea. 

What  the  trade  of  the  Indies  was  to  these  cities,  the  trade  of  the  west  is  to 
3''0ij.  The  vast,  the  unbcninded  ])rospect  lies  before  you.  1'he  rich  resources 
of  untold  wealth  is  within  your  grasp.  Suppose  this  canal  should  not  be  cut ; 
suppose  the  trade  should  be  diverted  to  New- York — then  tlie  result  will  be 
the  same  to  you  as  it  was  to  the  cities  I  have  mentioned,  vyh.cu  more  adven- 
turous spirits  and  daring  calculators  carried  away  all  their  prosperity  by  the 
discovery  of  the  passage  of  the  Cape  of  Good  llope  to  India,  by  \asco  de 
Gama.  The  jealousies  of  Genoa  and  Venice  proved  their  mutual  bane  :  let 
no  such  jealousy  impede  the  proposed  work. 

Yours  is  the  first  great  agricultural  meeting  assembled  in  this  country,  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  canals  and  roads.  Should  you  depart  from  this 
without  some  great  important  result,  I  feel  convinced  the  west  will  be  disap- 
pointed, and  perhaps  the  east.  Should  you  be  successful,  whatever  ma}'  be 
the  opinions  of  coteraporaries,  the  transaction  will  be  enrolled  in  the  page  of 
history,  in  characters  more  durable  than  brass  or  marble. 

Mr.  McLean. — I  am  under  the  impression  that  the  resolution  of  the  state 
of  Maryland,  respecting  internal  improvements,  communicated  to  the  state 
of  Ohio,  was  not  acted  on.  The  state  is  undoubtedly  favorable  to  the  pre- 
sent measure,  but  I  doubt  whether  it  would  be  disposed  to  give  any  active 
aid.  A  canal  has  been  projected  from  the  Ohio  river  to  Lake  Erie.  Sur- 
veys have  been  ordered  by  the  state,  and  appropriations  made  for  that 
purpose. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  Ohio  would  adopt  the  present  scheme,  or 
be  diverted  from  exclusive  attention  to  her  own.  Ohio  is  desirous  of  all 
possible  internal  improvements — but  I  do  not  think  she  would  in  this  case 
advance  pecuniary  aid.  In  the  eastern  section  of  Ohio,  the  disposition  is 
highly  favourable  to  our  views — they  look  to  the  period  when  Erie  shall  be 
connected  with  the  proposed  canal.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  high  advanta- 
ges which  would  accrue,  but  I  have  not  sufficient  information  whether  they 
be  prepared  to  act. 

Mr.  Forrest  moved  an  amendment  to  the  amendment^  viz.  to  strike  out 
the  word  Chesapeake  and  insert  Potomac. 

Mr.  Herbert. — There  have  already  been  given  reasons  for  the  change  of 
the  name.  In  this  case  the  interests  of  Baltimore  ought  never  to  be  lost  sight 
■of.  We  ought,  as  far  as  possible,  to  remove  the  prejudices  and  ignorance 
existing  on  this  subject.  They  cannot  be  strangers  to  the  provision  which 
■has  been  made  for  a  lateral  canal — the  grand  object  of  which  is  to  afford  an 
opportunity  of  a  canal  being  cut  from  the  Great  Trunk  to  Baltimore.  We 
wish  that  the  intercourse  between  Baltimore  and  the  West  be  retained  by 
this  means.  Candour  obliges  me  to  say,  that  it  was  at  first  proposed  to  carry 
the  Canal  to  the  Eastern  Branch  ;  but  this  was  afterwards  provided  for.  I 
deem  that  the  prejudices  of  Baltimore,  in  a  great  measure,  arise  from  ignor- 
ance. The  Baltimoreans  are  not  aware  of  their  true  interests.  For  the 
produce  of  the  West  will  find  its  way  there,  and  the  route  by  water,  howev- 
er circuitous,  will  certainly  be  found  much  cheaper  than  that  by  land. — 
The  gentleman  cannot  object  to  that  part  of  the  amended  resolutions,  which 
will  enable  a  cross  canal  to  reach  Baltimore. 

Mr.  Lee  said,  I  did  not  hear  the  motion,  but  am  glad  for  the  information 
elicited.    None  in  the  legislature  of  Maryland  had  any  idea  of  injuring  Bal- 
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-Jinnno.  The  provision  eiiabling  a  cross  cut  lias  tiiercfore  been  added  to 
the  \'irginia  bill.  K-ahiinore  stands  liich  lor  iier  I'urtitude  and  public  sjjiriu 
It  is  dear  to  every  MaryUmder.  Jt  is  the  nietrcipolis  of  the  state  in  which  I 
drew  ip.y  first  breatli.  Where  I  wish  to  live  and  die.  It  is  the  emporiuni 
of  the  commercp  of  the  west.  My  object  was  to  (haw  out  the  feelings  of  the 
west,  respecting  this  canal,  and  also  collateral  subjects  arising  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  name.  What  may  appear  of  no  importance  here,  may  be 
deemed  of  i^reat  importance  elsewhere.  T,  ntil  we  have  obtained  the  charter 
from  Maryland,  whatever  assistance  Virtrinia  may  give,  we  cannot  proceed. 

Mr.  ]\vLean. — My  reason  for  wishinir  the  name  changed,  has  already 
been  stated.  One  or  more  com})anies  now  in  operation  have  adopted  the 
name  of  L'.'</o.'2  Canal.  I  thought  the  name  of  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  would 
he  acceptable  on  both  sides  of  the  mountains,  and  call  forth  the  most  impres- 
sive and  powerful  feelings  fromcvei-y  breast.  But  it  is  not  intended  to  limit 
this  canal  by  the  mo'.intains*  base — it  is  intended  that  it  shall  be  prolonged 
to  a  yet  greater  range. 

Mr.  Forrest. — Though  1  withdraw  my  proposed  amendment,  yet  I  feel  more 
inclined  to  consider  that  I  v/as  in  the  right.  'I'his  is  a  great  national  qiies-- 
lion,  and  therefore  I  would  have  preferred  the  word  Union  Canal. 

The  question  as  to  the  amendment  oi'the  committee  on  the  first  resolution 
was  then  put,  and  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Mercer  then  read  the  amendment  at  the  end  of  the  8th  section  of  the 
second  resolution. 

Tlie  question  on  the  amendment  was  then  put,  and  carried  unanimously. 
jMr.  Mercer  then  read  the  amendment  on  the  Virginia  bill  in  the  next  clause. 

Mr.  Mercer  continued:  If  the  committee  will  indulge  me,  it  was,  it  will 
be  recollected,  proposed  that  we  should  proceed  on  a  graduated  system.. 
That  system  supposes  that  we  shall  proceeti  in  the  obvious  mode  recom- 
mended by  the  Legislatures  of  Virginia  and  Maryland;  but, in  the  event  of 
failure,  it  is  proposed  that  the  states  shall  advance  a  certain  sum.  As  to  Vir- 
ginia, I  have  no  doubt  she  will  be  able  to  advance  her  proportion,  even  after 
she  shall  have  connected  the  seat  of  her  government  with  one  of  her  rivers  by 
canal.  With  regard  to  Maryland,  we  ask  one-third  less.  If  you  look  at  the 
Potomac  we  have  a  common  interest  for  a  certain  extent,  till  we  come  to  the 
head  streams,  where  Virginia  has  undoubtedly  the  greatest.  Whilst  pre- 
senting this  plan  to  Virginia,  we  suppose  that  there  also  is  a  plan  which 
Maryland  may  occupy.  The  very  plan  of  removing  local  prejudices,  is  ta 
meet  them  and  act  on  their  existence.  In  a  Virginia  spirit  I  say  we  are  net 
asking  too  much  of  Virginia. 

If  I  am  right  in  this  view,  I  am  then  disposed  to  ask  the  proposed  sum  from 
the  United  States,  considering  it  essential  to  the  very  vitals  of  the  plan. 
1  here  are  in  this  city  5000  vacant  lots  belonging  to  the  Government  and 
people  of  this  country;  the  value  of  these  enhanced  would  remunerate  any 
loan  which  might  be  granted.  The  results  are  incalculable.  Suppose  it 
possible,  that  we  bring  New- York  here.  Suppose  it  possible  that  another 
Pekin  or  Canton  arise.  With  all  the  consequences  before  us,  we  can  say  to 
the  committee  of  Congress,  we  have  not  asked  too  much. 

With  regard  to  the  District  cities,  disfranchised  as  they  fire  represented  to 
be,  it  would  be  our  wish  to  bear  as  lightly  as  possible  on  them.  I  know 
these  cities  contain  as  high-minded  patriotic  citizens  as  are  to  be  found  in 
the  United  States.    We  are  desirous  not  to  press  them  for  diiferent  reasons. 
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I  know  that  the  town  of  Alexandria  has  derived  no  benefit  from  the  cliange 
of  the  seat  of  government.  Georgetown,  though  it  received  a  temporary 
impulse  from  supplying  the  seat  of  government  when  it  was  fir-;t  removed, 
has  experienced  the  loss  of  this  demand,  when  Washington  was  able  to  sup- 
ply itself.  And  though  this  city  has  received  some  benefit,  in  consequence 
of  the  location  of  the  seat  of  government,  and  the  expenditure  of  offices,  yet 
this  is,  perhaps,  counterbalanced  by  the  extraordinary  rise  in  the  rate  of  liv- 
ing. The  burden,  therefore,  ought  to  be  as  hght  as  possible,  and  we  fix  th(;ir 
quota  at  half  a  million.  If  part  can  be  obtained  by  private  adventurers,  then 
let  the  sums  be  assumed  as  part  of  the  proportion  of  the  Statss  or  Corpora- 
tions, who  will  become  responsible  for  the  payment  of  these  sums.  The 
Resolutions  of  yesterday  wei'c  defective.  The  vv'riter  is  convinced  that  pri- 
vate individuals  in  the  State  of  Virginia  could,  alone,  raise  the  proportion  of 
that  State. 

We  cannot,  in  fact,  ask  the  United  States,  what  it  is  their  studious  policy  to 
avoid,  to  stand  in  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  with  the  people  of  this 
country. 

In  any  case,  however,  wiiatever  sums  may  be  subscribed  within  different 
states  and  corporations,  tliey  are  empowered  to  assume  these  as  part  of  their 
proportions. 

Mr.  LujfburotigJi  enquired  whether  the  resolutions  lay  open  afterwards  for 
amendments. 

He  was  informed  that  the  general  question  would  afterwards  he  put  on  the 
whole  amended  resolutions,  when  it  would  be  competent  to  suggest  any  alte- 
rations. ;, 

Mr.  Lxiffborou^h  in  continuation. — I  think  that  the  Congress  should  be 
empowered  to  lay  a  tax  on  the  whole  District  of  Columbia,  and  not  on  the 
corpooations  alone.  This  will  be  equitable,  and  reach  the  landholders  of  the 
District,  who  are  as  much  interested  as  the  corporations. 

Mr.  Mercer. — Cprporations  have  been  named  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
assume  the  different  subscriptions  and  guarantee  their  repayment.  These 
will  be  included  in  the  general  sums. 

Mr.  Luffborough. — I  suggest  that  government  lay  a  tax  in  the  District, 
from  which  they  may  pay  the  interest. 

The  amendment,  as  announced  by  Mr.  Mercer,  was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  different  amendments  were  then  read  seriativi,  by  Mr.  Mercer,  and 
carried. 

Mr.  M'Mann  then  moved  that  all  the  resolutions  be  (considered  in  the 
whole. 

Mr.  Wallace. — I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lutions in  the  whole.  There  is  one  in  particular  to  which  I  can  never  give 
my  consent.  -  I  am  decidedly  hostile  to  any  memorial  to  be  presented  to 
Congress,  asking  for  pecuniary  aid,  because  I  firmly  believe  this  is  against 
the  principles  of  the  constitution.  They  hold  no  power  to  carry  on  internal 
improvements,  and  they  cannot  appropriate  for  that  over  which  they  have 
no  power.  These  are  my  decided  sentiments,  and  I  do  not  speak  them  as  a 
representative  of  the  county  from  which  I  come  only,  but  as  one,  who,  in  this 
assembly,  has  the  interests  of  Virginia  confided  to  me.  I  theVefore  move 
that  the  resolutions  be  put  separately. 

It  was  remarked,  in  reply,  that  the  gentleman  had  a  right  to  make  what 
amendments  he  plcasedj  but  that  he  had  gone  farther  than  the  warmest  ad- 
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herents  of  States' rights,  in  not  adverting  to  the  diflcrence  between  raising 
and  appropriating  money.  This,  it  was  observed,  was  one  connected 
scheme — you  cannot  take  from  it  a  part  without  destroying  the  whole. 

Mr.  Wallace  affirmed  that  he  would  vote  against  the  whole  resolutions,  if 
they  were  put  in  a  body,  rather  than  give  his  assent  to  the  obnoxious  article 
in  question. 

Mr.  Colston. — If  the  gentleman  will  allow  me — he  is  empowered,  as  a 
matter  of  right,  to  call  for  the  reading  of  the  resolutions  separately. 

Mr.  M-Mahon. — I  had  a  motion  before  ihe  house,  requiring  the  question  to 
be  put  on  the  whole  resolutions  at  once. 

Chair — The  gentleman,  (Mr.  Wallace,)  as  a  matter  of  right,  can  insist  on 
the  resolutions  being  put  separately. 

Mr.  Mercer  then  read  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Kennedy  moved,  that  the  resolutions  be  printed.  The  motion  was 
lost. 

On  the  filling  tip  the  blank  in  the  first  resolution  respecting  the  number 
of  the  different  members  of  the  committee,  Mr.  M^rer  said :  I  will  take 
the  resj)onsibility  upon  myself,  and  move  that  the  blank  be  filled  up  by  five. 

Mr.  Lee. — It  is  highly  improbable  that  we  can  close  the  discussi(jn  this 
evening;  and  though  it  has  been  before  us  for  two  days,  I  cannot  say  that  1 
am  prepared  to  act  on  it.  If  we  proceed  precipitately  in  this  affair,  it  is 
more  than  likely  to  defeat  our  object.  If  we  precipitate  the  financial  part, 
and  do  not  give  it  tlie  requisite  examination — we  may  expect  it  to  be  defeat- 
ed in  the  Maryland  legislature.  This  is  derived  from  the  experience  of  the 
past. 

Mr.  Powell. — As  for  myself,  if  the  meeting  is  disposed  to  stop  till  Monday, 
I  am  heartily  desirous  to  remain  ;  but  as  it  appears  to  be  exceedingly  doubt- 
ful, whether  gentlemen  are  disposed  to  stay,  I  am  anxious  to  put  this  to  the 
test ;  and,  in  order  to  give  the  meeting  an  opportunity  of  expressing  its  sen- 
timents, I  now  move,  that  when  the  meeting  breaks  up  this  evening,  that  it 
adjourn  sine  die. 

Mr.  Colston. — I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  vote  for  this  motion  of  adjourning 
sine  die.  Several  gentlemen  have  a  wish  to  speak  on  this  subject,  and  it  is 
impossibletosay  what  range  of  debate  or  diversity  of  opinions  may  ensue. — 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  may  attain  his  end  by  moving  that  the  resolu- 
tions be  laid  on  the  table.  I  think  it  would  be  ungenerous,  whilst  others  are 
anxious  to  be  heard,  to  adjourn,  in  the  manner  proposed.  However  anxious 
to  go  home  some  may  be,  I  hope  that  the  gentlemen  will  be  heard ;  and 
another  good  result  will  ensue ;  this  will  tend  to  allay  those  heart-burnings 
that  otherwise  might  be  felt,  if  gentlemen  should  be  compelled  to  return 
home  without  an  opportunity  of  delivering  those  speeches  which  they  have 
carefully  conned  over,  and  feel  so  anxious  to  rehearse. 

Mr.  Powell. — I  have  been  misunderstood  by  the  gentleman.  I  do  not  wish 
to  press  the  question  of  adjournment.      I  know  that  the  eyes  of  the  country 
are  now  upon  us,  and  I  desire  to  remain  to  the  utmost  length  of  time  which 
may  be  requisite.     I  am  j)repared  to  vote  on  these  resolutions,  for  I  have  ; 
made  up  my  mind  on  the  subject.     I  will,  therefore,  move,  that  these  resolu-  i 
tions  be  laid  on  the  table;    and,  if  this  should  pass,  I  will  follow  the  mo- 
tion by  another,  that  the  resolutions  be  printed.     This  will  enable  us  to  as-  ; 
certain  what  sort  of  meeting  we  have  to  expect  on  Monday.      It  would  be  j 
unfortunate,  indeed,  were  we  to  have  to  determine  the  grand  question  in  a  | 
A  -  i 
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thin  meeting,  on  Monday.  This  would  materially  lessen  the  importance  of 
our  proceedings — it  would  detract  from  the  authority  due  to  such  a  vote. — 
On  the  contrary,  if  carried  in  a  full  meeting,  it  would  add  dignity  and  give 
riiect  to  the  mcjusure.  I  call,  therefore,  on  every  friend  to  this  great  mea- 
sure, to  stand  by  his  post. 

Mr.  M'Mahon. — I  have  been  completely  mistaken  by  the  gentlemen  on 
both  sides  of  the  house.  One  seemed  to  suppose  that  I  came  here  with  ob- 
servations, intended  to  be  hostile  to  the  resolutions  proposed  ;  and  the  other 
seems  to  imagine  that  I  am  here  for  the  purpose  of  making  what  Is  some- 
times termed  long  talk.  No:  I  came  here  for  other  and  greater  pui-poses. 
It  was  my  purpose  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  resolutions,  but  not  to  make 
any  opposition  to  them.  Standing,  as  I  do  here,  as  the  representative  of 
one  of  the  most  important  counties  of  Maryland — from  a  county  which  holds 
the  keys  of  the  east  and  west  in  her  hands — standing,  as  I  do,  alone,  in  be- 
half of  that  county,  I  wish  its  voice  to  be  heard,  and  its  influence  for  this 
measure,  to  be  felt.  The  house  will  judge  between  me  and  the  member  who 
spoke  of  set  speeches,  prepared  for  delivering — of  our  relative  disposition 
to  talk — and  who  has  most  frequently  claimed  the  attention  of  this  Assem- 
bly. As  we  have  openly  been  told,  that  Maryland  is  hostile  to  internal  im- 
provements— as  we  have  been  told  that  she  is  dead  to  the  considerations — I 
come  forward  to  support  Maryland,  and  show  that  she  will  not  vote  as  she 
did  last  session. 

But  I  shtiU  reserve  all  my  breath  for  another  tribunal — for  another  area — 
and  there,  I  shall  appear,  not  for  display,  as  the  gentleman  seems  to  suppose, 
but  for  ejfect.  I  rose  to  sa}',  what  the  west  of  Maryland  feels  on  this  sub- 
ject— to  show  that  she,  already,  in  anticipation,  discerns  the  bright  prospects 
that  are  presented  through  this  grand  design. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the  table,  and  lost. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — I  can  neither  make  speeches  long  nor  well,  but  I  am  de- 
sirous for  farther  consideration.  I  therefore  move  that  this  meeting  adjourn 
till  Monday. 

JMr.  Mercer. — I  hope  that  it  will  be  undestood,  that  all  the  gentlemen  who 
vote  for  the  adjournment,  will  do  so,  with  the  understanding,  that  they  will  ap- 
pear in  their  places  here  on  Monday.  As  for  myself,  I  have  already  stated 
my  determination,  that  I  am  ready  to  wait  here  as  long  as  the  business  may 
require  it — to  the  opening  of  Congress,  if  necessary. 

Mr.  Page. — Brethren  of  Virginia,  you  have  come  here  to  stop  two  or 
ihree  days:  whatever  be  your  inclinations  to  return  home,  I  am  persuaded 
V'ou  will  forego  them,  if  necessary,  for  the  public  good. 

Mr.  Barton  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  adjournment. 

A  gentleman  observed,  I  hope  the  motion  for  adjournment  will  prevail. 
[  am  opposed  to  some  of  the  resolutions,  which  I  would  wish  discussed.  I 
rust  that  the  spirit  of  patriotism  which  induced  some  of  us  to  come  from  the 
xtremities  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  will  induce  us  to  stop  until  this  subject 
>e  examined. 

Mr.  Colston. — The  sacrifice  is  small,  to  stop,  compared  with  the  conse- 
uences.  As  so  many  gentlemen  wish  to  speak,  I  •hope  our  proceedings  will 
e  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation. Motion  to  adjourn,  lost. 

A  member  then  observed,  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  to  proceed.  I 
ave  not  yet  made  up  my  mind  on  this  subject.  I  move  that  the  resolutions 
e  laid  on  the  tabic.    The  question  was.  taken,  aiid  decided  in  the  negative. 
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It  was  then  moved  that  the  chah-  fill  up  the  blanks,  naming  the  different 
members  of  the  committees. 

A  member. — The  resolutions,  as  they  originally  stood,  appointed  fonr 
committees,  and  a  central  committee.  My  objection  was  strong  to  this,  in- 
asmuch as  this  complicated  machinery  tends  to  produce  confusion,  from  the 
views  of  different  individuals  and  bodies  acting  tor  the  same  object.  This 
objection  is  in  some  degree  removed  by  the  reference  which  is  made  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  other  committees  to  the  central  committee.  Still,  how- 
ever, the  plan  appears  to  me  objectionable,  and  I  rise  to  submit,  whether  it 
would  not  be  more  convenient  to  refer  all  the  business  to  one  common  com- 
mittee, where  different  individuals  could  do  the  duty  assigned  to  the  different 
committees.     I  move  that  the  alteration  take  place. 

Mr.  Mei-cer. — The  gentleman  does  me  injustice  in  supposing  that  T  had 
not  foreseen  these  difficulties.  But  his  alterations  are  merely  in  word.  Is  it 
likely  that  gentlemen,  even  only  80  or  100  miles  distant,  will  be  disposed  to 
go  to  the  seats  of  the  different  legislatures,  and  there  ascertain  the  feelings  and 
views  of  the  different  members,  to  effect  our  purpose.  I  propose  that  the 
Virginia  delegation  should  assist  in  naming  the  committee  who  make  appli- 
cation to  Virginia — that  the  Maryland  delegation  should  name  those  who 
are  to  apply  to  Maryland.  There  is,  besides,  more  simplicity  in  this,  as  we 
shall  give  each  gentleman  his  own  peculiar  sphere  of  duty. 

The  question  was  then  put,  on  the  alteration  of  the  committees,  to  reduce 
them  to  one,  and  carried  in  the  negative.  The  question  was  then  put,  on  that 
part  of  the  amended  resolution,  proposed  by  Mr.  Mercer,  and  carried  unani- 
mousl}'. 

Mr.  Mercer  then  proceeded  to  the  amendments  proposed  respecting  the 
Virginia  act,  and  the  financial  provisions  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Wallace. — I  have  stated  my  reasons  for  opposing  this  part  of  the  re- 
solutions, and  have  no  wish  that  I  should  stand  otherwise.  But  I  owe  it  to 
myself,  to  my  country,  to  my  state,  to  declare  the  reasons  which  induce  me 
thus  to  differ  from  my  brethren  of  the  west,  admiring,  as  I  do,  the  noble  pub- 
lic spirit  which  they  have  displayed  on  this  occasion.  Iliad,  at  one  period, 
some  intention  of  abandoning  my  place  here,  and  retiring  from  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  meeting,  rather  than  either  compromise  my  conscientious  feelings, 
of  hostility  to  the  financial  proposal,  or  stand,  in  all  likelihood,  singly,  against 
the  whole  of  the  powerful  and  influential  individuals  amongst  whom  I  am. 

But  I  felt  ashamed,  on  reflection,  of  such  a  comj)romise.  I  determined, 
at  all  hazards,  whatever  imputations  might  be  thrown  on  me,  whatever  ridi- 
cule might  attend  the  measure,  boldly  to  announce  my  sentiments.  It  was 
not  the  warmth  of  youth  that  prompted  me  to  this — it  was  not  the  desire  of 
being  conspicuous  and  singular — it  was  the  moral  dignity  of  niy  nature — it 
was  the  love  of  my  country — it  was  the  veneration  which  I  entertain  for  the 
sacred  principles  of  the  consthution,  which  led  me  to  this  step.  The  consci- 
entious conviction  that  I  am  right,  determines  me,  though  unaccustomed  to 
parliamentary  debates  or  public  speaking,  to  my  present  procedure. 
-  Far  is  it  from  my  wish  to  impede  the  progress  of  this  great  work.  No:  I 
am  desirous  for  the  farthest  possible  extension  of  this  canal.  It  is  my  wish 
to  see  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  unison  with  the  other  States  interested, 
promoting  the  great  interests  of  the  country. 

I  was  warned  of  the  extraordinary  predicament  in  which  I  would  be  plac- 
ed, should  I  appear  singly  opposed  to  the  resolution.     But  no  consequences 
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can  deter  me — whatever  be  the  result,  I  shall  do  my  duty,  I  am  the  morP 
induced  to  this,  as  I  feel  convinced,  though  I  am  called  on  to  oppose  the  fi- 
nancial part  of  the  first  resolution,  there  are  public  spirit  and  patriotism  in 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  to  effect  the  proposed  undertaking,  without  incor- 
porating, in  the  resolutions,  principles  diametrically  opposite  to  the  constitu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Mercer. — I  esteem  the  manly  and  bold  manner  in  which  the  gentle- 
man has  stood  forward  to  declare  his  sentiments.  I  myself  have  been  in  a 
minority  as  small  as  his  can  be,  from  conscientious  principles ;  I,  therefore, 
appreciate  the  feelings  which  actuate  him.  But,  perhaps,  his  scruples  may 
be  removed,  when  I  tell  him  that  our  intention  is,  to  apply  to  Congress,  as 
the  Legislature  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  obtain  from  them  the  pro- 
posed grant,  in  that  capacity. 

Mr.  Wallace. — I  should,  certainly,  have  been  satisfied,  had  the  resolutions 
specified  that  the  appropriation  asked  was  confined  to  property  of  the  U.  States 
within  the  District  of  Columbia.  But,  as  this  is  not  the  case,  my  constitu- 
tibnal  scruples  remain  the  same  as  ever.  I  cannot  accede  to  the  proposition, 
as  it  now  stand       ith  any  explanation. 

Mr.  Forrest  then  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  laid  on  the  table.  On  the 
question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Kennedy.— I  really  do  not  understand  the  resolutions,  as  they  appear  be- 
fore us.  I  wish  time  for  mature  consideration.  I,  therefore,  move,  that  the  meet- 
ing do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  Kilgour. — I  wish  to  go  to  the  House  of  Representatives  unfettered  and  un- 
shackled, and  feel  convinced  that  the  clause  proportioning  the  state  of  Maryland, 
her  part  of  the  expense  as  2-11  will  be  a  material  obstruction  to  the  faeiiiiating 
the  measure  in  the  Legislature  of  Maryland.  We  have  to  procure  an  act  of  m- 
corporation  from  that  state,  and  if  this  clause  accompany  that  propoinl,  I  am  a- 
fraid  that  it  will  endanger  both.  I  really  do  not  wish  to  go  into  the  Legislature 
thus  trammelled  and  fettered.  Gentlemen  ought  to  reflect  on  the  jealousies  and 
difficulties  whicli  are  prevalent  in  several  sections  of  that  state.  For  I  am  per- 
suaded  that  it  will,  perhaps,  be  found  that  the  charter  will  with  difficulty  pass. 

Mr.  Mercer. — If  the  gentleman  will  have  the  goodness  to  reflect,  he  will  dis- 
cover that  the  obtaining  of  the  charter  is  difterent  from  the  application  for  pecu- 
niary assistance.  There  is  no  absolute  necessity  to  suppose  that  the  application 
be  simidtaneous ;  or,  indeed,  tliat  any  member  of  the  state  of  Maryland  is  pledg- 
ed to  the  specific  sum— if,  on  due  examination,  it  be  found  improper. 

Mr.  Kilgour. — 1  cannot  vote  for  one  sum  here,  and,  in  my  place,  in  the  Legis- 
lature of  Marvland,  for  another.  Consistency  will  compel  me  to  vote  in  a  simi- 
lar manner  in' both  cases.  Mr.  Kilgour,  however,  did  not  press  his  motion. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Kennedy  for  adjournment  was  then  put,  and  lost. 
The  pecuniary  clauses  and  amendments  on  the  Virginia  bill  were  then  put, 
and  carried  unanimously,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Wallace,  who  voted  against 
the  pecuniary  clause.  Mr.  Mercer  then  read  several  of  the  resolutions,  which 
passed  unadimously. 

Mr.  Shannon. — As  I  am  almost  the  only  member  in  this  Convention  from  the 
west  of  Virginia,  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  declare  what  the  sentiments  of 
the  people  of  that  section  of  the  country,  and  of  myself,  are,  respecting  the  pro- 
posed scheme.  I  hope  I  shall  receive  the  indulgence  of  the  meeting,  feehng  the 
extreme  diflidence  of  one  not  much  accustomed  to  public  speaking,  and  the  Ue- 
pidation  incident  to  a  young  speaker. 

This  subject  has  only  begun  lately  to  be  discussed  in  my  section  of  the  coun- 
try, and  there  is  but  one  opinion  in  favor  of  its  utility.  In  Ohio  the  same  feeling 
prevails,  as  the  communication  from  Belmont  will  sufliciently  testify.  The 
reasons  of  this  deep  interest  in  the  west  are  obvious,  and  have  already  been  ex- 
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plained  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  As  he  remarked,  the  trade 
to  i\ew-Oi leans  is  fluctuathig  and  uncertain,  and  must  be  greatly  diminished. 
Tiie  people  of  the  west  hailed  this  as  a  new  era,  and  liad  a  veiy  general  idea  of 
opening  a  canal  to  New-York.  Commissioners  have  been  -ippointed  to  survey 
the  lOiue  from  lIic  O.mo  river  to  Lake  Erie.  If  Virginia, Maryland,  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Cokmihia,  permit  the  trade  of  this  country  to  go  to  New-York,  the  conse- 
quences have  been  lold  yon  by  the  gentleman  iVoin  Keniu:ky  :  they  will  be  tiie 
same  as  tliose  that  liappened  to  tlie  cities  of  the  Mediterranean,  after  the  discovery 
of  the  route  to  the  Indies,  in  the  direction  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  by  Yasco 
de  Gama.  Those  cities  have  ever  since  declined — tlie  nourishing  conmiercial 
rnaits  of  Venice,  Genoa,  Grand  Cairo,  and  Alexandria,  are  reduced  to  compara- 
tive msigniticance.     The  diustration  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  the  present  case. 

if  this  section  be  able  to  bring  the  trade  of  the  west,  it  must  incalculably  in- 
crease in  power  and  wealth.  1  need  not  no»v  speak  of  the  disadvantages  of  the 
?^e\v-Orleans  trade.  Look  at  the  map,  and  see  tlie  immense  resources  of  the  west. 
The  valley  of  the  Mississippi  contains  1,^10,000  square  miles.  It  is  impossible  for 
New-Orleans  to  receive  tlie  produce  of  this  vast  tract.  The  valley  of  the  Ohio 
contains  iiOi),OU-j  It  was  the  (irst  settled,  in  consequence  of  its  proximity  to  the 
east.  Foiiuerly  tiie  people  of  that  country  carried  on  a  greater  and  more  profit- 
able trade  to  New-Orleans;  but  the  surplus  produce  of  Mississippi,  Arkansas, 
auvl  Ulmois,  Uas  luresialied  them,  and  when  they  go  to  market  in  spring,  they  find 
it  j^uuied  in  conse(|uence  oftne  proximity  of  those  other  sections. 

It  IS  not  necessary  to  make  any  remarks  at  this  time  on  the  general  importance 
of  liiiernal  unpiovements.  Tiieie  is  no  object  from  which  greater  natural  and 
physical  advan'  iges  may  be  obtained.  I  will  at  present  take  a  rapid  glance  of  the 
hisiory  ot  iiuern.u  improvements. 

'I'ne  estuaries  or  Deltas  of  tlie  principal  rivers,  have  been  generally  the  places 
where  internal  improvements  have  chieHy  begun.  This  will  be  more  obvious  by 
referring  to  the  Nile,  the  Euphrates,  tiie  Rhine,  and  the  Po.  In  consequence, 
alter  the  dark  ages,  when  iiifonnation  began  to  be  spread,  we  find  the  people  of 
Italy,  who  then  excelled  in  general  science,  and  especially  hydraulics,  paying  par- 
ticular attention  to  this  subject,  and,  in  consequence  of  this  attention,  rising  above 
all  ciieir  cotemporaries  in  commercial  wealth  and  greatness. 

Holland  was  the  country  that  next  directed  her  elforts  to  internal  improve- 
ments. She  carried  tiiese  to  an  unparralleled  extent,  under  the  direction,  at  iirst, 
I  believe,  of  Italian  engineers.  Her  commercial  and  political  power,  which  imme» 
diatel)  arose,  is  well  known. 

In  the  north  of  Europe,  Peter,  the  Czar,  deservedly  called  the  Great,  first  com- 
menced lutemtd  iniproveinents.  He  had  the  genius  to  conceive,  and  the  vigorto 
execiue,  the  great  project  of  uniting  the  Caspian,  the  Black,  and  the  Baltic  seas, 
by  a  canal.  It  was,  in  a  great  measure,  completed  during  ins  life  time,  and  fin- 
isiied  by  his  successors. 

In  Germany,  the  efforts  have  not  been  so  great,  in  consequence  of  the  dilTerent 
small  governments  into  which  it  is  divided.  In  the  north  of  Germany  a  very  im- 
portant canal  was  begun  in  1777,  passing  througli  HoNtein  and  Jutland,  ii.iiting 
the  Baltic  and  German  seas.  This  canal  cost  aooui  30,000  dollars  a  niiie,  and  as 
many  as  3,000  vessels  have  passed  through  it  in  one  year. 

France  was  the  first  alter  Italy,  to  flourish  in  arts  and  sciences :  it  was  not, 
ho\.ever,  till  the  reign  of  Henry  lY.  that  any  attention  was  paid  to  canals,  when 
thai  of  Briare  was  constructed.  Bui  the  most  magnificent  eifort  of  this  descrip- 
tion, was  the  canal  of  Languedoc,  constructed  by  Louis  XIV.  This  canal,  w  hich 
has  been  alluded  to  in  the  course  of  the  meeting,  was  tor  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing vessels  sailing  for  the  Mediterranean  ports  of  France,  being  obliged  to  pro- 
ceed through  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar.  It  unites  ihe  Bay  of  Biscay  with  the 
Mediterranean,  and  perhaps  none  has  been  so  instrumental  in  promoting  inter- 
nal improveiuent. 

Notwithstanding  the  rapid  advances  of  Great  Britain  in  the  construction  of  can- 
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als,  sl)e  was  amongst  the  last  of  tlie  nations  of  Europe  to  commence  this  work.  It 
was  not  till  the  reign  of  George  II.  that  an  act  was  first  passed,  which  enabled  the 
Duke  of  Bridgewater  to  bring  a  canal  from  his  coal  mines  to  the  now  great  manu- 
facturing city  of  Manchester.  Since  that  period  her  progress  has  been  unprece- 
dented in  the  march  of  internal  improvement.  Her  vast  national  resources  have 
in  consequence  been  elicited  ;  and,  through  the  wealth  accumulated  by  these,  she 
lias  been  enabled  to  put  down  the  power  of  the  most  formidable  government  that 
ever  appeared  in  Europe. 

While  Great  Britain  and  other  nations  have  made  such  progress,  Columbia 
has  not  slumbered.  The  first  movement  of  this  description  was  the  construc- 
tion of  the  canal  river,  commenced  in  1779,  between  Merrimack  and  Boston 
harbor.  The  canal  uniting  tiie  waters  of  the  river  Hudson  with  those  of  Lake 
Erie  was  first  suggested  in  1803;  legislative  measures  were  first  adopted  in 
lo08,  when  600  dollars  were  appropriated  for  surveys  and  levels  ;  the  report  was 
given  in  in  1809;  connnissioners  were  appointed  in  1010,  and  gave  in  their  re- 
port in  1811-12.  But  the  war  with  Britain,  and  other  difficulties,  ensued.  The 
state  of  New  York  memorialized  different  legislatures  and  Congress.  Many 
received  the  propositions  with  coldness;  others  wished  them  well,  and  Congress,  on 
constitutional  grounds,  did  not  interfere.  After  all  this,  they  determined  to  rely 
on  their  own  resources.  Commissioners  were  appointed  to  superintend  it  in 
1816-17.  The  work  has  gone  on  most  prosperously,  and  h  is  now  completed, 
all  to  about  thirty  or  forty  miles  in  the  west.  This  is,  surely,  encouragement 
of  the  most  flattering  description  for  us.  I  hope  the  meeting  will  excuse  the 
time  I  have  occupied  in  this  examination. 

Mr.  Mercer,  then,  proceeded  with  the  remaining  resolutions,  which  were,  suc- 
cessively, unanimously  carried. 

Mr.  Mercer  then  moved,  that  the  blank  in  the  last  resolution  be  filled  with  the 
number  13,  which  was  unanimously  carried. 

Mr.  Mercer  then  moved  that  the  names  be  filled  up  by  the  chair. 

The  Chair  stated  that  there  might  be  some  difficulty  in  his  filling  up  the  names, 
unacquainted  as  he  was  with  most  of  the  gentlemen. 

]V[r.  Colston  said  this  might  be  obviated  by  the  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Mercer. — I  hope  this  w  ill  be  left  w  ith  the  chair.  The  Chairman  may,  at 
any  future  time,  sign  the  appointment,  and  he  will  now  have  the  assistance  of  dif- 
ferent gentlemen  from  the  different  sections  of  the  country.  This  proposition  was 
then  unanimously  adopted. 

The  resolutions  had  all  been  now  passed,  when  Mr.  Kennedy  observed — Before 
adjourning,  I  hope,  that  in  the  event  of  failure  in  our  application  to  Congress,  and 
the  States,  provision  will  be  made  for  the  re-assembling  of  this  Convention. 

Mr.  Mercer. — This  is  the  express  duty  of  the  central  committee.  It  is  one  of 
the  objects  for  which  they  are  appointed,  and  were  they  to  neglect  it,  it  would  be  a 
downright  dereliction  of  their  duty.  The  object  is  therefore  sufficiently  provided 
for. 

Mr.  Custis. — The  landed  interest  of  this  District  appointed  me  their  representa- 
tive to  this  convention.  In  doing  so,  they  could  hardly  have  appointed  one  of  less 
knowledge  respecting  this  important  plan.  But  in  zeal  and  warmth  I  will  go  as 
far  as  any  one  in  promoting  its  end.  Perhaps  these  gentlemen,  my  constituents, 
expect  of  me  a  speech — they  will  perhaps  say,  that  I  ought  not  to  have  been  a 
sleeping  partner  in  the  firm.  This  meeting,  and  its  objects,  bring  to  my  recollec- 
tion scenes  long  past.  It  brings  to  my  remembrance  a  name  venerable,  em- 
balmed in  the  fondest  feelings  of  the  patriot — a  name  illustrious  now,  and  for  ever 
more.  More  than  one  third  of  a  century  past,  I  heard  tiiis  measure  contemplat- 
ed and  examined  within  the  sacred  precincts  of  Mount  Vernon.  There  the  au- 
thor of  the  scheme  lies,  with  not  a  stone  rolled  on  his  unprotected  grave,  by  his 
country.  Though  the  government  of  his  country  has  not  raised  a  stately  monu- 
ment to  tell  his  achievements  in  their  behalf,  their  fame  shall  be  more  durable 
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than  the  pyramid  of  Clieops.  But  if  the  jrovernninnt  are  desirous  of  promnting 
this  great  undertakiiifr,  I  will  foruive  them  their  past  injustice.  I  will  foi^ive 
them  for  what  they  have  not  done.  Tiiis  canal  will  he  carried  througli  classic 
grou'ul,  where  he  first  earned  his  laurels.  It  will  go  like  as  the  eagle  in  its 
flieht,  to  the  west,  soarins  ^^  hh  uninterrupted  celerity.  It  was  the  wish  of  the 
noble  heart  of  Washington,  that  we  should  be  a  united  peopie>  aud  no  measure 
can  tend  nioie  to  effect  that  wish  than  this. 

I  do  not  rise  to  flatter,  but  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Mercer,)  who  has  been  our  or- 
gan, our  Magnus  Apollo,  on  this  occasion,  deserves  the  warmest  gratitude  of 
everv  one  present.  I  know  him  well,  and  if  any  one  do(d)t  his  honor,  his  worth, 
nnd  excellent  disposition,  I  can  testify  of  these  in  former  days,  when  I  knew 
him  as  Well  as  now,  when  they  are  universally  acknowledged.  I  would  not  be 
desirous  to  burden  him.  debilitated  as  he  is  from  sickness.  Notwithstanding  his 
stren,2th.  Atlas  was  compelled  to  ask  aid  of  Hercules,  in  sustaining  the  world. — 
But  this  gentleman  has  gone  on  with  unabated  and  increasing  exertions  in  our 
behalf  .1  know  his  feelings — but  retired  from  the  great  and  busy  world,  as  I  am, 
I  know  thatof  that  gentleman  is  not  flattery. 

The  landholders  of  the  district  will  reap  no  immediate  benefit  from  this  plan; 
but  were  its  location  Florida,  instead  of  where  it  is,  were  it  for  the  general  inter- 
est of  the  country,  I  would  give  it  my  warmest  support.  Cod  speed  the  work — 
Jet  it  go  on — it  is  right — it  should  be  done.  It  will  level  the  lofty  sunnnits  of  the 
Allegany  mountains.  Xerxes,  with  his  bands  of  sla\es,  levelled  mount  Athos, 
and  shall  we  freeme'i  fear  to  level  the  Allegany  ridge  ? 

But,  gentlemen,  are  we,  we  in  the  district,  free.  Indeed,  it  is  hard  to  say  what 
we  are.  We  are  not  exactly  slaves — for  they  are  disposable  property — we  are  not 
vassals,  for  there  are  no  feiulal  lords  and  seignioral  rights— we  are  a  sort  of  non- 
descripts ;  like  Richard  the  Third,  we  came  into  the  world  before  the  breathing 
time.  The  government,  indeed,  gently  urses  us  on  witiiout  whip  or  spin-.  It  is 
better,  then,  to  hug  than  gnaw  the  chain  whicii  surrounds  us.  It  is  in  vain  for 
us  to  say,  that  we  are  a  part  of  the  Republic,  when  we  have  no  voice.  I  coidd 
not  resist  this  opportunity  of  stating  my  feelings  on  this  subject,  and  I  trust  the 
government  will  speedily  remove  these  obstacles.  We  are  eitiier  freemen,  or  we 
are  not.  As  Green  said  of  Andre,  "  he  is  either  a  spy,  and  ought  to  be  hanged, 
or  he  is  not,  and  ought  to  be  set  at  liberty."  There  is  no  place,  within  the  ter- 
ritory of  freemen,  where  we  ought  not  to  have  all  the  privileges  of  freemen. 

My  firm  belief  is,  that  should  this  great  work  be  accomplished,  there  will  be  a 
great  and  unexampled  change  in  the  face  of  the  country.  Baltimore,  no  doubt, 
holds  the  long  trumps,  and  she  will  win  the  bkk.  Her  wealth  will  act  as  the 
weight  of  gravitation,  and  she  will  absorb  a  great  portion  of  the  advantages. — 
But  still  there  will  be  enough,  amply  enough,  left  for  this  poor  District,  to  cause 
It  to  smile  and  flourish. 

Should  the  government  not  support  you  in  this  undertaking,  go  to  Holland' — 
there  you  will  obtain  money  enough  ;  for  the  Dutchman  will  part  with  every  thing 
he  has  for  profit,  unless  his  pipe.     There  the  thing  can  be  done  in  a  moment. 

My  consthuents  will  now  be  satisfied  that  I  have  made  some  sort  of  a  speech. 
My  best  wishes  attend  this  meeting — may  the  union  of  the  waters  and  of  the  At- 
lantic bind  a  band  of  brothers. 

Mr.  ^i7o-oi/r  then,  in  an  animated  speech,  proposed,  that  the  name  of  the  Ca- 
nal should  be  changed  to  the  Wushinglon  Canal,  as  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
that  illustrious  character. 

Mr.  Powell. — I  rise  to  say,  that  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  be  induced  to  with- 
draw his  motion.  This  City  is  a  proud  memorial  to  the  memory  of  Washington, 
and  I  am  afraid  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Kilgour. — I  am  not  induced,  by  the  observation  which  has  been  made,  to 
withdraw  my  motion.  We  cannot  raise  too  many  moiiumeuts  to  the  memory  o( 
him  whom  we  venerate.     We  cannot  be  too  desirous  of  doing  justice  to  his  r»*- 
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membrance.  The  allusions  so  eloquently  and  feelingly  made  by  the  honorable 
gentleman,  (Ml.  Custis,) brought  the  recollections  of  my  early  days  before  me — 
when  I  heard  that  name  spoken  of  in  terms  which  never  can  escape  me.  Had 
not  tiie  change  been  made  in  the  name,  I  would  have  had  no  objection  to  the  de- 
signation Potomac  and  Ohio  Canal ;  but  as  this  change  has  taken  place,  I  am 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that  we  ought  to  bestow  on  it  the  name  of  its  projector.  This 
City,  indeed,  a  memorial  to  Washington  !  It  is  a  waste  rather  than  a  City — a  mix- 
lure  of  fields  and  scattered  houses.  It  is  butof  yesterday  thatit  has  been  known  as  a 
commercial  place.  But  if  this  canal  is  to  give  increase  and  wealth  to  this  city,  let 
the  name,  dear  to  every  American  heart,  be  affixed  to  it. 

Mr.  Forrest. — I  am  afraid  this  proposition,  if  adopted,  would  excite  the  jeal- 
ousy of  several  portions  of  the  country,  particularly  the  city  of  Baltimore.  It 
will  be  presumed,  at  a  distance,  that  we  take  the  name  from  this  city,  and  as- 
sign it  to  the  canal. 

Mr.  Custis  then  proposed  that  the  name  should  be  The  Canal  of  Washington. 

Another  gentleman  proposed  that  it  should  be  The  George  Washington  Ca- 
nal. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Kilgour  for  a  change  of  name  in  the  Canal  was  then  put, 
and  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Herbert,  thanks  were  unanimously  voted  to  Mr.  Mercer, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Powell,  thanks  were  unanimously  voted  to  the  Chairman 
and  Secretary  of  the  meeting  ;  and 

The  Convention  adjourned,  sine  die. 

The  following  are  the  Resolutions  as  amended  hy  the  Committee,  and  finally 
passed  by  an  unanimous  vote  of  ike  Convention  : 

Whereas,  a  connection  of  the  Atlantic  and  Western  waters  by  a  canal; 
leading  from  the  Seat  of  the  General  Government  to  the  river  Ohio,  regarded  as 
a  local  object,  is  one  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  States  inmiediately  in- 
terested therein,  and,  considered  in  a  national  view,  is  of  inestimable  consequence 
to  the  future  union,  security  and  happiness,  of  the  United  States: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  substitute  for  the  present  defective  naviga- 
tion of  the  Potomac  River  above  tide  water  a  navigable  canal  by  Cumberland  to 
the  mouth  of  Savage  Creek,  at  the  eastern  base  of  Alleghany,  and  to  extend 
such  canal,  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  to  the  highest  constant  steam 
boat  navigation   of   the  Monongahela  or  Ohio  River. 

That  the  most  eligible  mode  of  attaining  this  object  will  be  by  the  incorpora- 
tion of  a  joint  stock  company,  empowered  to  cut  the  said  canal  through  the  terri- 
tory of  tlie  United  States,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  the  States  of 
Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania ;  and,  therefore,  that  committees  be  ap- 
pointed, each  consisting  of  five  delegates,  to  prepare  and  present,  in  behalf  of 
this  Assembly,  and  in  co-operation  with  the  Central  Committee,  suitable  me- 
morials to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  the  Legislatures  of  the  seve- 
ral States  before  named,  requesting  their  concurrence  in  the  incorporation  of 
such  a  company,  and  their  co-operation,  if  necessary,  in  the  subscription  of 
funds  for  the  completion  of  the  said  canal. 

And  whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  which  passed 
the  22d  February,  ICS.'?,  entitled  "An  act  incorporating  the  Potomac  Canal 
Company,"  the  assent  of  that  State,  so  far  as  the  limits  of  her  territory  renders  it 
necessary,  is  already  given  to  this  object — and  for  its  enlargement,  to  the  extent 
required  by  the  preceding  resolution,  the  said  act  appears  to  furnish,  with  pro- 
per amendments,  a  sufficient  l)asis  : 

Be  it  therefore  Resolved,  That  it  will  be  expedient  to  accept  the  same  as  a 
':i)arter  for  the  proposed  Company,  with  the  following  modifications,  viz  : 
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'rii<»t,  ill  reference  to  its  enlarged  purpose,  the  name  be  changed  to  the  "The 
V!hesu])euke  and  Oiiio  Canal  :" 

That  provision  be  made  for  tlie  assent  of  the  (rovernment  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  tht.  said  act,  and  that  the  act  be 
made  to  correspond  in  its  details  witli  uicli  provision  : 

Thar  the  Union  Canal  sliull  be  divided  into  two  sections,  Eastern  and  Western 
the  former  of  v.hich  shall  correspond  in  description  with  that  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Oliio  Canal  by  tlic  preceding  resolution,  and  the  latter  shall  begin  at 
the  western  extremity  of  the  former,  and  terminate  at  the  head  of  the  steam  boat 
navigation  of  tiie  Monongaiicla  ox  Ohio  River : 

That,  while  the  act  shall  allow  a  reasonable  time  for  the  commencement  and 
the  completion  of  both  sectionsof  the  canal,  no  other  forfeitm-e  shall  be  incurred, 
after  the  eastern  section  is  fmisljed,  for  a  faihue  to  begin  or  comi)lete  the  western 
><ection,  within  the  term  piesciibed,  except  of  the  right  to  complete  such  sec- 
tion, and  of  all  interest  therein: 

'■ .  riiat,  while  the  consent  of  Pennsylvania  is  provided  for,  in  the  amended  act, 
if  shall  not  be  indispensably  requisite  to  the  validity  of  tlie  charter,  so  far  as  respects 
the  authority  granted  Iiy  it,  to  extend  the  Union  Canal  to  the  Pennsylvania  line: 

That  it  will  lie  both  just  and  expedient,  if  not  absolutely  necessary,  to  limit 
tlie  interest  of  the  stocldiolders  of  the  Potomac  Company,  in  the  stock  of  the 
Union  Canal,  in  the  mode  provided  by  the  unanimous  resolution  of  the  company 
of  the day  of  last ,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed  : 

That  the  Union  Canal  shall  not,  in  width,  be  less  at  the  surface  than  forty 
feet,  at  its  bottom  than  2o,  nor  its  depth  of  h  ater  be  short  of  four  feet,  except 
>sliere,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  it  may  be  necessary,  for  the  greater  se- 
curitv  of  the  banks  of  the  Canal,  to  reduce  its  breadth  at  its  base  to  less  than 
28  feet : 

That  the  act  aforesaid  be  amended j  by  inserting,  in  lieu  of  the  18th  section 
thereof,  the  following: 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  The  right  to  the  waters  of  the  river  Potomac,  for 
the  purpose  of  any  lateral  canal  or  canals,  which  the  State  of  Virginia  or  Mary- 
land may  authorize  to  be  made,  in  connection  with  the  said  canal,  is  reserved  to 
the  said  States  respectively  :  That  a  similar  right  is  reserved  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  relation  to  the  rivers  and  streams  within  the  territory  of  that 
State,  the  waters  of  vv  hich  may  be  used  in  supplying  the  western  section  of  the 
said  canal:  That  the  government  of  the  United  States  shall  retain  the  power  to 
extend  the  said  canal  in  oi  through  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  either  or  both 
sides  of  the  river  Potomac  :  And  the  State  of  Maryland  or  Virginia,  shall  be  em- 
powered, under  the  sanction  given  by  the  United  States  to  this  act,  to  authorize 
any  such  extension,  fot  the  purpose  of  meeting  any  canal,  so  extended,  by  any 
other  canal,  which  either  State  may  deem  it  expedient  to  conduct,  in  any  direc- 
tion whatever,  through  its  teiritory. 

Provided,  hoicever,  That  no  part  of  tlie  waters  of  the  river  Potomac,  or  of  any 
other  river  or  stream,  required  to  ensure  the  constant,  safe,  and  convenient  use  of 
the  navigation  of  the  canal  hereby  authorized  to  be  made,  shall  be,  by  any  such 
lateral  or  continued  canal,  diverted  therefrom,  to  the  impediment  or  injury  of  the 
said  navigation. 

That,  in  addition  to  the  provision  contained  in  the  first  section  of  the  act 
aforesaid,  there  be  grounded  on  the  event  of  its  failure  to  furnish  adequate  funds 
for  the  completion  "of  the  Eastern  Section  of  the  Canal,  to  be  obtain^^d  tlirough. 
separate  acts  of  the  respective  governments  and  corporations,  of  the  states  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  of  the  United  States,  and  the  three  cities  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  a  subscription  to  the  amount,  if  necessary,  of  2,750,000  dol- 
lars, in  the  following  proportions,  2-1 1th  to  be  subscribed  by  the  state  of  Mary- 
land, S-llth  by  the  state  of  Virginia,  4-llth  by  the  United  States,  and  2-llth 
by  the  District  cities,  to  be  divided  between  them,  according  to  an  equitable  ratio,' 
to  be  fixed  bv  themselves.  In  case  a  part  of  the  sum  aforesaid  shall  be  sub- 
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scribed  by  private  individuals,  in  tlie  mode  provided  by  the  act  aforcsnid,  the 
several  States  urid  Corporations,  within  which  such  individual  subscriptions  are- 
received,  shall  be  requested  to  assume,  as  part  of  their  aforesaid  quotas,  the 
amount  of  such  subscription,  under  such  security  as  they  may  deem  expedient 
for  the  payment  thereof,  by  the  subscribers,  to  tliem  respectively  : 

That  the  government  of  the  United  States  be  earnestly  solicited  to  obtain  the 
whole  of  this  sum  on  loan,  receivable  in  four  annual  instalments,  upon  the  issue  of 
certificatesof  stock,  bearing  an  annual  interest  not  exceeding  five  per  cent.,  and  ir- 
redeemable for  thirty  years,  and  to  guarantee  the  repayment  thereof  on  a 
specific  pledge  of  the  public  lots  in  the  City  of  Washington,  of  the  United 
States  Stock  in  the  Canal,  and  the  public  faith : 

Tliat  the  first  instalment  of  the  loan  be  made  payable  on  the  1st  of  March, 
1825,  and  the  last  on  the  1st  of  March,  1829: 

That  the  interest  of  each  state  and  corporation,- upon  its  proportion  of  the  said 
loan,  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  loan,  and  the  principal  sum  at  the  expiration  of  thirty  years,  ti>e  period  to  be 
fixed  for  its  redemption  : 

That,  in  the  event  of  a  refusal  by  the  govemirrent  of  the  United  States  to  ne- 
gotiate the  said  loan,  each  state  and  corporation  shall  provide  the  amount  of 
its  respective  subscription,  in  such  manner  as  may  seem  to  it  best: 

That  the  maximum  profit  of  the  said  company  shall  not  exceed  15  per  cent,  af- 
ter the  entire  canal  shall  have  been  completed;  but  if,  at  any  time  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Eastern  Section  thereof,  and  before  suificient  funds  shall  have  been 
otherwise  provided  for  the  completion  of  the  western,  the  tolls  of  the  Canal  shalF 
yield  a  nett  income  to  the  stockholders,  exceeding  10  per  cent,  per  annum, 
such  excess  shall  be  applied  towards  the  extension  of  the  canal,  until  the  West- 
ern Section  shall  have  been  completed  :  and,  to  give  more  speedy  effect  to  this 
provision,  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Union  Canal  Company  shall  be 
authorized  to  borrow,  or  may  negociate,  through  a  suitable  agency,  in  behalf  of 
the  Company,  on  the  credit  of  such  excess,  or  on  the  tolls  or  a  fixed  part  thereof, 
levied  upon  certain  commodities  passing  through  the  said  Canal,  being  the  pro- 
bable amount  of  such  annual  excess,  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient, by  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  to  be  applied  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Western  Section  of  the  Canal,  from  time  to  time,  till  the  said  section 
shall  have  been  completed.  And,  if,  after  tiie  completion  of  the  entire  canal, 
the  nett  dividends  shall  exceed  15  per  cent,  per  annum,  such  excess  shall  be  ap- 
plied first,  to  strengthening  the  works  of  the  canal,  next,  to  the  multiplication  of 
ascending  locks  from  the  river  Potomac  to  the  level  of  the  canal,  wherever  the- 
convenience  of  the  adjacent  country  may  require  it;  next,  to  lining  the  canal 
throughout  with  such  walls  of  stone  as  shall  accommodate  its  banks  to  the 
use  of  steam  boats,  and  should  the  nett  dividends  still  exceed  15  per  cent,  ex- 
cess then  such  shall  be  applied  to  the  reduction,  according  to  some  equitable  scale, 
of  the  tolls  levied  upon  the  said  canal. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  5  Delegates  be  appointed 
to  prepare,  and  cause  to  be  presented,  in  behalf  of  this  Assembly,  a  suitable  mem- 
orial to  the  State  of  Ohio,  soliciting  the  co-operation  of  that  State  in  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Union  Canal,  audits  ultimate  connexion  with  the  navigation  of  Lake 
Erie  ;  and  that,  for  the  latter  purpose,  the  memorial  shall  respectfully  suggest 
the  cxpediencv  of  cairsing  the  country,  between  the  northernmost  bend  of  the 
river  Ohio,  and  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  together  with  the  waters  of  Great 
Beavei  and  Caynga  Creeks,  and  all  other  intervening  waters  near  the  said  route, 
to  be  carefully  surveyed,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  practicability  and 
probable  cost  of  a   Canal,  which,  fed  by  the  latter,  shall  connect  the  former: 

ThiU  a  letter  be  addressed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Assembly,  to  the  Mayors 
of  Alexandria,  Georgetown,  and  Washington,  apprising,  through  them,  their 
respective  Corporations,  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Assembly,  and  inviting  their 
■zeabus  co'opetation  in  giving  to  them  effect: 
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ITiat  another  letter  be  addressed  by  the  Chairman,  in  behalf  of  this  Convention, 
•to  the  President  and  directors  of  the  Potomac  Conij)any,  requesting  their  cou' 
ciurence  in    t'he   measures  reconnnended  by  tlie  preceding  resolutions: 

Hesolved,  That  the  committee  before  named  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authoriz- 
ed and  requested  to  use  tbeir  best  exertions  to  obtain  the  most  favourable  recep- 
tion for  their  memorials,  to  ascertain  and  communicate  to  the  Central  Cor- 
responding Committee,  hereinafter  named,  such  objections,  if  any,  us  are  oppoi- 
■ed  to  the  prayers  of  their  resj)ective  memorials,  and  to  devise,  if  possible,  in 
conjunction  with  the  common  friends  of  the  Union  and  prosperity  of  the  United 
States,  the  means  of  obviating  all  the  impediments  to  their  success. 

Rtaolved,  That,  lor  the  last  mentioned  pinpose,  the  Delegates  of  the  respective 
Counties  and  Corporations, represented  in  this  Convention, be  also  regarded  ascor- 
responding  Committees,  and  that  l."3  delegates  be  appointed  a  Central  Committee 
of  correspondence,  to  confer  with  the  Committees  before  named,  and  to  hoid  stated 
meetings  in  the  City  of  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  upon,  and 
adopting  in  behalf  of,  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  such  measures  as  ma/ 
best  seem  calculated  to  assure  its  certaiii  and  speedy  accomplishment. 

JOSEPH  IvKNT,  Chairman. 
WALTER  JONES,  Secretary. 


The  following  Committees  were  appointed  hy  the  Chairman. 

Central  Committee. — Charles  F.  Mercer,  John  Mason,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas 
iSwann,  John  M'Lean,  Wm.  H.  Fitzhugh,  H.  L.  Opie,  Alfred  H.  Powell,  P.  C- 
Pendleton,  A.  Fenwick,  John  Lee,  Frisby  Tilghman,  Robert  W.  Bowie. 

Committee  for  Virginia. — Philip  C.  Pendleton,  H.  L.  Opie,  J.  C.  Hunter,  W. 
Ellsey,  Nathan  Burwell. 

Committee  for  Pennsylvania. — James  Shriver,  James  Shannon,  John  M'Ma- 
hon,  Daniel  Kincheloe,  George  Hagan. 

Committee  for  Maryland — Grafton  Duvall,  George  Mason,  of  Charles  county, 
T.  Kennedy,  John  C.  Herbert,  Gen.  James  Forrest. 

To  memorialize  Congress — Walter  Jones,  John  Mason,  G.  W.  P.  Custis,  Ro- 
iert  I.  Taylor,  Samuel  H.  Smith, 

Committee  for  Ohio — John  M'Lean,  Walt^  Snoith,  Benjamin  S.  Forrest, 
ThoKias  Carbery,  H.  Peake. 


APPENDIX. 

Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  hy  the  states  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland  to  survey  the  Potomac  River,  ^c. 

LOCK  AND  DAM  NAVIGATION. 

UPON  a  full  view  of  ihe  different  plans,  therefore,  it  cannot  for  a  moment  bu  doubted 
hut  that  the  adoption  of  a  regular  r.unal,  out  of  the  river,  tliougii  following  its  ravine,  will 
be  the  mostusetul  and  durable  improvement,  and,  when  the  advantages  and  cost  of  each 
mode  are  relatively  consideiied,  incomparably  the  cheapest.  The  canal  which,  under  all 
circumstances,  the  Commissioners  have  thought  best  calculated  to  suit  the  localities  of  Po- 
tomac river,  on  which  our  estimates  are  founded,  is  one  thirtv' feet  wide  at  top,  twenty  feet 
at  bottom,  and  three  feet  deep  ;  the  earth  to  be  thrown  put  next  the  river,  to  form  a  tow 
path,  elevated  two  feet,  or  thereabouts,  above  the  levt-l  of  the  water  in  the  canal,  and  the 
track  of  the  tow  path  to  be  ten  feet  wide.  The  level  of  the  canal  to  be  generally  elevated 
above  the  highest  floods,  except  when  it  is  found  necessary  to  take  in  a  supply  of  water 
from  the  river,  or  to  pass  expensive  ground  along  a  rocky  shore.  Thiriy  feet,  it  is  supposed, 
is  the  necessary  width  to  admit  the  passage  of  two  boats,  of  sufficient  size  to  carry  twenty- 
five  tons,  and  to  admit  of  a  small  platform  on  the  bow  of  the  boat,  suffieicnt  to  take  a  horse 
in  upon,  as  that  in  two  places  would  be  necessary,  where  it  has  been  found  expedient  to 
cross  the  river,  by  means  of  a  dam,  to  avoid  too  expensive  cutting  or  walliu'r.  In  older  to 
ascertain  the  practicability  and  cost  of  this  plan,  the  ComniissioTiers  have  hadtlie  assistance 
of  the  late  engineer  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  on  whose  sound  practical  judgment  and 
knowledge  entire  reliance  may  be  placed,  more  especially  after  the  test  his  esiimates  have 
undergone  on  that  of  the  James  River  where  part  of  the  canal  he  had  designed  has  been 
completed.*  And  it  has  been  there  fotmd,  that  contractors  and  undertakers  in  sufficient 
number  can  be  obtained,  from  vaiious  parts  of  the  United  States,  to  undertake  the  works 
at  the  estimated  cost,  whenever  the  states  think  proper  to  authorize  the  cutting  of  a  canal. 
The  report  and  calculations  on  this  plan,  made  from  Mr.  Moore's  field  notes  by  Mr.  Isaac 
Briggs,  who  has  been  appointed  bi^  successor,  as  far  as  wo  proceeded  before  the  adjouni- 
Kient,  occasioned  by  the  serious  sickness  of  the  greater  part  of  the  Commissioners,  and  of 
the  engineer  and  surveyors,  that  is  about  half  a  mile  below  Goose  Creek,  and  since  to  tide 
water,"  arc  herewith  presented,  and  shew  the  utmost  probable  cost  of  such  a  canal  for  thai 
distance  ;  plats  of  the  courses  of  the  river  aad  canal  will  likewise  accompany  the  plan  and 
calculations,  and  all  be  hereto  annexed. 

The  Commissioners  have  endeavored,  in  their  examination  of  the  manner  and  costs  of 
improving  this  river,  to  take  as  complete  a  view  of  the  subject  as  circumstances  would  per- 
mit, so  as  to  present  to  the  Legislature  such  a  representation  as  would  enable  them,  wiUieut 
losing  sight  of  the  ulterior  advantages  which  must  grow  out  of  a  canal  so  located,  and  out 
oC  the  consequent  future  ramifications  and  extension  of  which  it  will  necessarily  be  the 
parent,  as  to  be  able  to  shew,  not  onlj'  the  entire  cost  of  the  undertaking  as  far  as  tlie  national 
road  at  Cumberland,  but  the  cost  of  so  much  as  may  now  appear  within  the  limits  of  the 
ways  and  means  of  the  two  states.  With  this  view,  they  directed  the  engineer,  in  the  out- 
set, to  make  his  calculations  of  the  surveyed  route  in  sections,  so  as  to  shew  the  whole 
costs  of  each  section,  from  one  important  point  to  another,  along  its  wfiole  course.  This 
they  supposed  would  place  the  commencement  of  this  great  work  completely  within  the 
reach  of  the  resources  of  the  states  ;  as,  whether  the  canal  commenced,  for  the  present,  at 
Cumberland,  and  descended  the  river  where  the  greatest  obstructions  to  navigation  are 
found,  as  far  as  Williamsport  ;  or  at  tide-wate  rs,  and  ascended  the  river;  every  section, 
when  completed,  ivoqld  add  to  the  value  of  the  commerce  and  soil  of  the  states,  and  tliere- 
from  something  ivould  at  once  be  received  in  tolls.  The  level  and  survey  of  the  whole 
course,  being  once  ascertained  anddeeided,  any  part  of  the  work  likely  to  afford  the  greatest 
benefit  and  profit,  might  be  completed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  united  with  the  remainder 
without  addition  of  cost,  or  any  derangement  of  the  plan.  This  partial  cutting  in  sections 
would  enable  the  states  to  keep  their  expenditures  within  reasonable  bounds,  and  to  guard 

*  Mr.  Isaac  Briggs,  the  present  engineer,  was  himself  a  contractor  for  the  cutting  of  a 
part  of  the  James  River  canal,  which  has  been  completed,  and  can,  experimentally,  attest 
their  correctness. 
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agrujjst  llio  ncr.essily  of  oppicssivf  Iniiiluns  ;  iitllic  sair.c  lime  llril  lliey  would  i;iy  the  fouii- 
clalionot' an  iinjjiovciiieiit.  wliicli,  wiii'ii  oxti  iidtd  ;uiti-s  llic  niDimtaiiis,  and  Loiiiplnled,  it 
is  no  viiin  lio;i-;l  to  :  ay,  will  1)*:  ol"  f^icatci' iiapoitiuii'i,  tliiui  aii)  oilier  of  wliicli  ll>e  toiiograpliy 
of  the  United  StaU  s  is  su:-<t'|)lililo. 

The  Icnitorial  fratuic  ot  liiO  [Jnilofl  Slates,  whieii  is  must  inipoilant  lo  all  our  relation'-, 
poiitieal,  eoninicleial,  and  social,  is  thi'  exfi.'iiMve  raiij^c  ol  niounlainoiis  iei;ion  wliieli 
divides  the  rivers  falling  into  the  Mississi)ipi  IVoni  lliose  wiiiili  fall  inio  llie  Allanlicoccan. 
It  forms  ii  wall  of  se))aralion  iietvveiin  the  wiitt  and  east,  ami  the  diffunhies  il  presents  have 
diverted  the  western  coniuicrce  iVcni  llie  nearest  sea-porls,  and  caused  its  f;eiieral  current 
to  seek  distant  oath's  around  its  soutlicrn  and  nuidiern  extieniilios.  Such,  liowcvcr,  is  tlip 
wise  arrangement  ol'  l'ro\  ichn.ce,  that,  whcie  the  evils  r(^illltin|:  from  this  ^reat  harrier 
operate  most  severely,  that  is,  ne:trL,,i  lo  its  centre,  il  has  placed  the  remedy  within  our 
reach.  Of  all  the  ri-.ers  which  reciprocally  drain  the  lands  beyond  and  on  this  side  the 
inoanlain-i.  the  Ohio  o/i  liic  one  side,  and  the  i'otoinac  on  tiie  other,  extend  their  ramifica- 
tions,ot  wliich  any  use  can  he  made,  nearest  to  ihe  summii  and  level  of  the  dividing  rid^e 
Sucii,  also,  is  the  favorahle  sliape  of  the  mountains  atll'.is  point,  where  these  waters  ap- 
proach nearest,  that  its  iiatlened  surface  forms  exuaisive  and  luxuriant  meadows,  called 
ylailes.  A  well  known  ojieration  of  ihe  laws  of  imtiirc,  at  this  elevated  point,  at  nil  times 
many  degrees  cooler  tliaii  the  surroiiiidiiig  air,  condenses  tlie  \Kpors  and  altrncts  the  clouds 
risiai--  on  either  side  of  the  luoLiiitaiiis,  so  that  these  elevated  plains  or  ijlades,  in  the  driest 
season,  are  copiously  supplied  with  water,  and  alford  ri(  h  and  iibuiidant  pmsturage,  when 
all  the  valleys  he  low  theni  are  parched  with  drought.  Deep  Creek  is  a  western  si  ream 
tailing  into  Vonghiogany,  vvhich  Ibrins  in  these  glades,  anil  is  situated  at  that  point  from 
which  the  Commissioners  commenced  their  measurement,  within  two  hundred  and  four  fett 
of  the  summit  of  the  dividing  ridge,  andean  be  biouglit,  by  a  cut,  within  two  miles  of  a 
branch  of  Savage  river,  calleo  Crab-tree  Run,  at  the  junction  of  its  branches  at  Swan's  old 
mill,  on  thissidc  of  the  mountains.  Deep  Creek  is  a  copious  stream,  with  the  banks  nearly- 
perpendicular,  running  through  the  soft  earth  of  the  glades,  and  was,  in  tlie  season  wheii 
they  examined  if,  (si!]i[)osed  to  be  the  driest  which  has  occurred  within  the  memory  of  mosl 
men  living,)  from  three  to  four  feet  deep,  and  from  nine  to  twelve  feet  wide,  with  a  current 
of  aboutone  and  a  half  miles  to  the  hour.  There  is  a  narrow  pass*  in  a  ridge  of  the  glades, 
through  v.liich  Deep  Creek  makes  its  way,  where,  b}'  erecting  a  dam  fifteen  or  twenty  feet 
liigh,  and  not  more  than  forty  or  fifty  yards  long,  tiie-e  meadows  may  be  inundated,  and  an 
immense  jjond  may  be  formed,  cijual  at  least  to  three  or  four  miles  in  length,  and  half  a 
mile  in  breadth.  This  reservoir,  it  is  believed,  would  furnish  suflicient  water  for  locks  and 
a  canal,  if  carried  through  the  dividing  ridge  by  a  tunnel,  two  miles  long,  to  descend  and 
ascend  both  .sides  of  tlie  mountains,  to  the  iMouongahela  on  the  west,  and  to  Savage  river 
on  the  east,  especially  when  recruited,  as  you  descended  by  Big  Youghiogeny,  on  the  west 
side,  and  by  Crabtrec  Run  on  the  east  side,  respectively.  The  fact  was  not  ascertained, 
but  from  the  position  of  the  sources  of  Liitle  Youghiogquy,  k  is  believed  ihey  might  easily 
be  convoyed  into  ihe  same  reservoir. f 

Suflicient  attention  has  not  heretofore  been  paid  to  the  invaluable  sup|)ly  of  water  afforded 
at  this  elevated  point,  by  the  principles  of  atliaclio)i  aud  condensation.  Whenever  monn- 
tains  present  a  flattened  surtace  near, or  at  their  suiumil,  of  any  extent,  suflicient  to  prevent 
the  rapid  waste  of  water  which  steeps  occasion,  tlicy  generally  posisess  all  the  ([ualities  of 
the  best  meadow  land,  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  masterly  report  on  the  roads  and  canals  of  the 
United  Slates,  has  entirely  overlooked  the  ct)nsc((uenccs  of  this  operation  of  natural  causes 
at  this  point ;  and  asserts,  from  ihe  supposed  absence  of  such  a  reservoir,  the  impractica- 
bility of  uniting  the  western  and  eastern  waters.  His  words  are  these  :  "  The  impractica- 
bility arises  from  the  principle  of  lock  naviguiion,  which,  in  order  to  cfiect  the  ascent,  re- 
quires a  greater  supply  of  water,  in  proportion  to  the  height  to  be  ascended,  whilst  the 
supply  of  waters  becontcs  less  in  the  same  (U'oportion."  "  JNor  docs  (says  lie)  the  chain  of 
mountains,  through  the  whole  extent,  where  it  divides  the  Atlantic  from  the  western  rivers, 
aflbrd  a  single  pond,  lake,  or  natural  reservoir."  In  this  assertion,  happily  for  posteritV» 
this  eminent  statesman  is  substaniially  mistaken  ;  and  it  is  highly  satisfactory  to  know,  that 
this  grand  desideratum  can  be  found,  and  that,  whenever  the  resources  of"  the  nation  are 
deemed  snfficient  to  undertake  the  magnificent  labor  of  perforating  the  great  barriers  of  the 
east  and  west,  by  the  short  tunnel  required,  water  will  not  be  found  wanting  for  canalling 
purposes.     The  want  of  the  necessary  supply  of  water  is  the  mam  consideration  ;  and  next, 

"  Called  Hoophole  Ridge. 

t  These  glades,  and  this  slowly-gliding  stream,  were  to  us  surprising  olijects,  f.levatcd  as 
tliev  are,  and  situated  among  the  spurs  or  lateral  ribs  of  the  Liitle  Back-bone  mountains 
>vhich  have  but  a  small  riseabove  these  natural  meadows,  and  exhibited  lo  tht;  eye,  fatigued 
with  the  severity  and  rudeness  of  the  face  of  nature,  in  the  tedious  ascent  to  their  elevated 
plains,  an  appearance  no  less  delightful  than  unexpected,  of  an  open  level  country,  clothed 
witli  flowers  and  rich  verdure,  intersected  with  gently  rising  hillocks,  crowned  with  trees, 
not  thick  or  impervious  to  the  sight,  nor  continued  along  the  combs  of  these  low  hills,  but 
detached  in  clumps,  presenting  the  pleasing  delusion  of  an  improved  and  ornamented  country. 
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whether  the  objects  to  be  attnined  are  worth  the  expenditure  required.  Mr.  Oatlaiin,  m 
anotiier  part  ot  his  report,  justly  renuuks,  "  Nor  sliould  the  plan,  on  accouul  of  its  magni- 
tude, be  tliouglit  chimerical;  for  the  elevation,  and  other  nrttural  obstacles  of  intervening 
ground,  or  want  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  water,  and  not  distance,  are  the  only  insuperalilc 
nipi  diments  in  an  aniticial  navit;aiion."* 

The  rouie  for  a  canal  from  Cumberland  to  the  Monongahela,  across  the  mountains,  anrl 
its  practicabiirty,  are  so  jntiinately  connected  wilh  the  caual  at  prei=cnt contemplated,  that 
it  necessarily  blends  itself  with  every  view  of  the  subject.  It  was  for  this  reason  that  the 
work  was  commenced  at  Deep  Creek,  the  better  to  judge  of  its  practicability,  and  of  the 
reasonableness  of  the  consequence*-exj,3ected  to  arise  from  opening  the  canal  navigation 
as  far  as  now  recomniendod.  The  sections  across  the  mounluns,  o  the  states  of  Virginia 
and  Maryliiud,  would  at  present  undoubtedly  be  an  undertaking  beyond  their  ordinary 
means.  But  to  the  states  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  Maryland,  who 
are  all  imiuediateiy  concerned,  it  might  not  prove  so,  and  certainly  not  to  the  United 
States,  who  are  no"  less  deeply  interested  in  its  accomplishment,  u))on  political  considera- 
tions, involving  out  dearest  interests,  of  internal  strength  and  security  in  .war,  of  com- 
merce and  revenue,  and  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  Of  its  practicability,  it  is  believ- 
ed, little  doubt  can  exist,  as  the  necessary  supply  of  water  can  be  found.  The  cost  of  the 
lockage  and  tunnel  are  the  only  real  obstacles.  When  the  practicability  of  a  line  of  canal 
is  ascertained,  where  a  doubt  can  at  all  exist,  as  to  the  relative  prc|)onderance,  it  is  the 
province  of  prudence,  previous  to  the  adoption  of  an  expensive  plan  of  improvement,  tu 
weigh  in  the  scale  of  computation  Ihe  cost  and  labor  against  the  advantages  expected  to  be 
<lerived  therefrom.  The  cost  of  the  section  of  a  canal  from  Cumberland  to  Monongahela, 
although  it  will,  whenever  the  estimate  is  made,  be  found,  comparatively,  much  greater 
than  on  lower  levels,  yet  will  fall  far  short  of  what  an  inexperienced  public  have  hereto- 
fore imagined.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  who  will  undertake  to  enumerate  the  advantage 
and  growing  profits  on  the  trade  of  the  only  canal  which  is  practicable  between  the  water* 
of  the  Ohio  and  the  Chesapeake!  It  is  oidy  necessary  to  see  the  unequalled  location  of 
this  central  route;  the  length  of  the  barrier  of  mountains  which  it  would  sever;  the  bound- 
less region  of  the  north-western  states  and  territories;  and  the  extent,  literally  unparat- 
lelcd  on  the  globe,  of  the  already  connected  inland  navigation,  by  means  of  the  great  lakes 
and  colossal  rivers  to  be  united  with  Potomac,  and  to  consider  the  greater  distance  and 
expense  of  getting  to  and  from  other  markets  to  our  seaboard,  to  be  entirely  satisfied,  that, 
in  a  country  increasing  in  population,  wealth,  and  the  knowledge  of  political  economy,  like 
ours,  the  object  to  be  attained,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view  alone,  is  beyond  calculation  ; 
and  itahbrdsthe  rtiost  ample  guarantee  for  the  interest  and  capital  that  may  be  invested 
to  complete  it,  whatever  may  be  the  amount  of  such  investment;  and  cannot  fail,  more- 
over, to  be  a  vast  and  always  increasing  source  of  revenue  hereafter,  either  to  the  states 
through  which  it  will  pass,  or  to  the  United  States,  v^'hich  ever  may  undertake  it. 

The  paramount  and  primordial  claim  of  this  route  to  public  attention,  is  evinced  by  the 
location  of  the  national  road,  and  also  of  the  seat  of  government ;  and  no  less  so  by  the 
«arly  date  of  the  charter  of  the  Potomac  Company — immediately  after  the  peace  esta- 
blishing our  independence.  This  last  circumstance  shows  it  to  have  been  the  very  first 
objectof  this  nature  which  engrossed  the  attention  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  when  we 
had  scarcely  drawn  the  first  breath  of  emancipation.  The  manuscript  calculations  of  our 
Washington,  who  was  the  father  of  this  company,  shew  that,  in  his  mind,  tlie  western  trade 
and  the  improvement  of  the  Potomac  were  always  intimately  connected.  He  makes  the 
difference  between  the  route  from  Detroh,  on  Lake  Erie,  by  way  of  Fort  Pitt,  now  Pitts- 
burg, and  Fort  Cumberland,  to  Alexandria,  and  that  to  New- York,  in  distance  496  miles ! 

*  The  following  extract  from  Mr.  Hamilton  Fulton's  report  to  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
of  North  Carolina,  for  the  year  1821,  page  22,  will  give  you  an  idea  of  the  operation  of 
locks  on  canals,  and  of  a  new  method  of  saving  tlie  waste  of  water,  so  precious  at  great  eleva- 
tions, by  means  of  basins  or  ponds,  arranged  in  a  particular  manner,  where  many  locks 
are  necessary  to  surmount  considerable  elevations.  Mr.  H.  Fulton  is  an  engineer  of  cele- 
brity, induced  by  North-Carolina  to  come  to  this  country  from  England.  Extract ; — "  AN 
though  1  do  not  approve  of  more  locks  than  one  being  built  at  one  place,  yet  the  work,"  he. 
*'  Double,  treble,  quadruple,  &,c.  chains  of  locks  cause  much  detention  and  waste  of  water, 
as  the  following  examples  will  shew,  viz.  If  a  boat  has  entered  the  upper  lock  for  the  pur- 
pose of  descending,  no  other  boat  can  ascend  until  she  has  got  out  ot  the  lowest  lock,  and 
vice  versa.  If  a  boat  ascends  immediately  after  one  has  descended,  as  many  back  falls  of 
■water  must  he  drawn  from  the  summit  as  there  are  locks  in  the  chain  ;  and  if  a  descending 
boat  succeeds  the  ascending  one,  the  whole  of  the  water  is  lost  except  one  lock  full.  Thus 
an  ascending  and  descending  boat,  in  a  chain  of  six  locks,  will  draw  ofT  six  locks  full  of 
water  from  the  summit;  while  an  ascending  and  descending  boat  passing  through  six  single 
locks,  with  ponds  of  stijlcient  capacity  between  each,  will  draw  off  only  one, lock  full  from  tba 
summit." 
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Qj-  npwards  of  500  miles  to  tide  water,  in  favor  of  the  formrr.*  Tliia  grand  speculation  of 
this  gieat  man,  drawing  the  commerce  of  the  lakes  and  the  nortliweslern  lerntovics  to 
Alexandria,  requires  only  the  union  of  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  and  Po'oniac,  in  order  to 
be  realized;  and  with  daily  incrcasini;  experience,  and  a  fud  sense  of  Jie  rapid  ativance  in 
the  value  of  tlic  great  pri/.e,  it  cannot  fail,  ere  long,  to  be  besrun  and  compli  teii.  It  is  siip- 
jiosed  that,  when  the  nature  of  a  voyage  from  the  stales  north  of  the  Ohio  to  New-OrLans,! 
or  to  iVew-York,  is  contrasted  with  a  voyage  lo  Washinijton  on  Potomac,  on  the  siipoosi- 
lionofthe  navl-^ation  being  perfected  across  the  mountains,  that,  in  many  respecW,  the 
advantages  will  be  so  considerable  in  favor  of  Washington,  that  ii  will,  in  most  instances, 
be  preferred.  This  preference  over  INew-Orleans  will  arise  from  the  dov,  n-.- treani  navi- 
gation of  tlie  rivers  emptying  into  the  Ohio;  in  the  gende  current  of  the  Oliio,  compared 
with  tlic  rapid  stieain  of  the  Mississippi,  taking  into  view,  the  time,  laboi-,  aiid  expense  of 
returning,  as  weii  as  going  to  market,  on  each  route ;  and  t!ie  clVect  of  the  climate  of  iNew- 
Orieans  in  damaging  flour  and  bacon,  and  all  vegetable  and  auiiiial  productions,  and  -ts  dan- 
gerous influence  on  more  northern  constitutions  ;  as,  also,  the  very  great  dilhci'Uy  and 
iengih  of  time  it  requires  for  ships  to  get  up  from  sea  to  that  city.  Over  New-York,  the 
advantages  will  consist  in  the  shorter  distance,  and  the  necessity  of  navigaimg  the  lakes  in 
vessels  of  a  dilTerent  con  truction  from  those  used  in  rivers  and  on  canals,  requiring  a 
change  of  hands,  navigators,  and  the  repeated  removal  of  carifo  from  the  one  kind  to  the 
other  ;  while  the  owner  of  a  boat  will  be  able  to  go  and  coine  all  th^;  way  to  W  .'isiiington,  in- 
most instances,  with  a  ccw  of  his  own  neighborhood:  Aikl  to  these  reasons  the  ciiCum- 
stance  of  ilie  iNew-York  canal  being  closed  one  inontli  longer  by  ice  every  year,  than  sv 
canal  on  Potomac,  and  the  superiority  of  this  route  will  be  manifest. t 

General  Advantages  of  Canal  or  Still-water  Navigation. 

On  a  canal,  such  as  is  now  proposed,  a  boat  carrying  twenty-five  tons  burthen,  will  be 
cnal)led  to  io  up  tlie  river  course  wiih  tiie  same  facility  she  goes  down  ;  the  navigation  on 
the  canal  \,  il!  be  alwavs  good,  except  when  it  is  closed  by  ice.  The  present  condition -of 
tlie  navigatioa  of  Pooinac  river  iias  been  explained,  aad  the  difiercncs^in  these  important 
lespecti  is  too  glaring  to  require  additional  comment. 

The  usual  load  of  a  wagon  on  our  turnpikes  is  stated  at  three  tons;  a  boat,  one  man,  a 
boy,  and  horse,  will  be  equal  for  transportation  then,  to  more  than  eight  wagons,  eight 
men,  and  forty  horses,  each  travelling  at  the  same  rate  of  distance,  in  equal  time.  A  cal- 
culation has  been  made,  which  shows  that,  taking  into  view  the  daily  expenses,  intsrest  on 
outfit,  and  wear  of  the  wagons,  men  and  horses  required  to  transport  twf-nty-five  tons,  and 
the  s^i.me  expenses,  interest,  and  wear  of  a  boat,  man,  boy,  and  horse,  required  to  bear  the 
same  burden  on  a  canal,  the  transportation  by  land  carriage  is  twenty  times  greater  than 
by  canal.  It  may  well  then  bo  stated,  "  that  the  public  would  be  great  gainers  were  they 
to  lay  out  upon  the  making  of  every  mile  of  canal  twenty  times  as  much  as  they  expend  up- 

"  Mdmiscript  Calculation  of  Central  JVashhi.^on. 

From  Detroit,  by  the  route  through  Fort  Pitt  and  Fort  Cumberland — 
To  Alexandria  ....         (j07  miles 

Richmond      .  .  -  -  •        °A0 

Philadelphia  -  -  -  -        741 

Albany 943 

IN  cw- York 1103 

t  The  comparison  of  the  distances  and  difficulties  now  existing  between  New- York  and 
Washington,  on  the  route  from  Pittsburg  lo  both,  is  stated  as  follows: 

Pittsburg   to  Brownsville,  by  stream  ....        60  miles 

Brownsville  to  Cumberland,  turnpike  -  -  -  -        72 

Cumberland  to  Georgetown,  by  stream        ....      133 


320 


Pittsburg,  up  the  Allegany,  to  Waterford 
Portage  to  French  Creek     .  -  - 

French  Creek  to  the  canal,  by  tlie  lake 
Down  the  caual  and  Hudson  to  New-York 


Difference  in  favor  of  Washington    .  -  -  -  -      "JGl 

There  is  tiftv-elsht  miles  less  portage  to  New-York  ;  but  to  balance  this,  there  is  one  hhir- 
dred  miles  more  up-stream,  and  ninety  miles  move  lake  navigatioo 
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on  a  mile  of  turnpikft  road  ;  while  a  mile  of  canal  is  oflcn  inrule  at  less  expense  il)aii  a  ftiils 
ofroati;"  thou i^h  commonly  it  has  cost,  on  recent  work  in  this  country,  somcthin';  more 
per  mile,  this  excess  has  rarely  excecd'Hl  a  thiid  of  the  cost  of  a  mile  of  tuinpike,  lucks, 
ouiverts,  fee.  all  considered.  To  show  how  the  lolls  may  be  increased,  for  the  benelit  of  a' 
canal  company,  while  the  freight  is  still  lessened  \ery  considerably,  an  example  (^ivcn  by 
tlie  late  Mr.  Robert  Fulton,  is  so  stror.yiy  stated,  and  clearly  illustrated,  that  we  ^aniiot  do 
better  than  insert  it  verbatim. 

"  By  the  Lancaster  turujiike,  from  Philadelplim  to  the  Suso,uehannah,  at  Cohimbia,  is  74 
miles;  on  it,  from  Columbia  to  fhiiadeiphia,  a  barrel  of  flour  (say  200  weigiit)  pays  one 
dollar  carriage  ;  a  broad- w  lice icd  wagon  carries  thirty  barrels  of  three  tons,  and  pavs  for 
turnpike  three  dollars;  thus,  for  each  ton  carried,  dio  turnpike  toaipany  ret-oiyes  only  one 
dollar ,  the  making  of  the  road  cost  i-1. 3,000  dollars,  or  on  an  average  of  6000  dollars  a  mile. 
1  will  noiv  suppose  a  canal  to  hate  been  cut  from  Philadelphia  ■o  Coluiiibia,  and  witli  Its 
windin,;  to  make  100  miles,  at  l.j.OOO  dollars  a  mile,  or  for  the  whole  ^1,500,000.  On  sucli 
a  canal,  one  man,  one  boy,  and  horse,  would  convey  twenty-five  tons  twenty  miles  a  day, 
oa  which  the  followins;  would  be  the  expenses:  A  man,  one  dollar;  a  horse,  one  dollar  ;  a 
boy,  fifty  cents;  tolls  for  rcpairin;'  canal, one  dollar;  tolls  for  passing  locks,  fee.  ouedollar 
and  fifty  cents  ;  interest  on  the  wear  of  a  boat,  fifty  cents;  sum  lutal,  five  dollars.  Th's  is 
equal  to  twenty  cents  a  ton  for  twenty  miles,  and  no  more  than  one  dollar  a  ton  lor  100 
miles,  instead  of  ten  dollars,  paid  by  tiie  road  ;  conseiiueiUly  for  each  ton  carried  iVom  Co- 
lumbia to  Philadelphia,  on  the  canal,  the  company  might  take  a  toil  of  six  dollars  instead  of 
one,  which  is  now  got  by  the  road,  and  then  the  Hour  would  ariive  iit  Philadelphia  for  se- 
\en  dollars  a  ton  instead  often,  which  it  now  pays;  the  ton  of  merchandise  taken  from  Phi- 
ladelphia back  to  Columbia,  would  also  pay  three  dollars,  less  than  it  now  pay^j — suppose 
that  exactly  the  number  ot  tons  would  move  on  ihe  canal  that  are  now  transported  by  the 
road.  Again  ;  let  it  be  sa|)posed  that,  at  one  dollar  a  ton,  the  turnpike  company  gains  five 
per  cent,  per  annum  on  their  capital  441,000  dollars,  or  22.200  dollars;  consequently, 
22,200  tons  carried,  which,  at  six  dollars  a  ton  to  tlie  canal  company,  would  give  1^3,200 
dollars  ayear,  u^  jjer  cent. for  :ho  capital  of  1,. 500,000  dollars." 

In  order  to  see  the  immediate  efieet  of  cutiiiiy  a  canal  ironi  tide  writer  to  Cumberlnnd: 
it  is  necessary  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  tolls  now  taken,  on  the  roads  leading  from  and 
through  those  districts  of  counfrj',  which  will  avail  themselves  of  tlie  cheaper  conveyam'c 
bv  canal  ;  as,  from  Leesburg  to  Alexandria  and  Georgetown  ;  and,  from  Uniontown,  by 
Hagerstown,  Boonsborough,  Fredericktown,  fee.  to  Baltimore  and  Georgetown.  The  tolls 
now  taken  on  these  roads,  and  also  at  tlie  Great  Falls  of  Potomac,  may  be  five  or  six  times 
increased  in  amount  on  the  canal,  and  .still,  in  consequence  of  the  great  saving  in  freight, 
as  above  stated  and  exemplified,  the  cost  of  trans|)ortation,  to  the  owner  of  the  produce  or 
goods,  will  be  greatly  cheaper  than  it  now  is  by  land. 

But,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  toll  received  on  canals,  generally,  and  likewi.se  on  this 
carral,  will  .accrue  on  those  articles  which  are  too  bulky  to  be  transported  to  any  consider- 
able distance  by  roads,  or  the  present  navigatioi-.  The  u^^e  of  these  necessary,  although 
cheap  articles,  is  now  almost  wholly  denied  to  a  large  inland  population,  and  the  benefits 
of  such  as  the  interior  affords,  excluded  from  the  seaboard.  Among  these,  are  fuel,  the 
Riaterials  for  buildiii'',  and  certain  articles  of  food  and  domestic  use,  to  wit :  coals,  cord- 
wood,  and  charcoal,  lime,  slate,  marble,  iron,  timber,  potters'  earth,  and  tanners'  bark,  In- 
dian corn,  oats,  barley,  salt  beef,  pork,  cider,  fruit,  tar,  turpentine,  fee.  The  supply  of 
these  articles,  to  be  obtained  from  the  banks  of  Potomac,  and  its  i>ranches,  is  literally"  in- 
exhaustible ;  for  which  there  will  be  a  grovving  demand.  These  will  constitute  articles 
entirely  new  to  the  commerce  between  the  interior  and  scaboarti. 

The  chief  articles  at  i)resent  exchanged  by  the  interior  with  the  seaboard,  are  fiour, 
hemp,  flax,  wool,  bacon,  lard,  whi'Skey,  tobacco,  ginseng,  tallow,  bees-wax,  pearl  ashesj 
live  cattle,  hogs,  and  horses. 

The  productions  for  which  will  be  created  a  market  altogether  new,  and  tJiosc  of  the 
seaboard  and  of  commerce,  for  which  the  deniaud  will  increase,  in  conscciuence  of  open- 
in"  a  canal,  are,  plaster  of  Paris,  salt,  fish  oil,  fish,  all  the  other  productions  of  the  rivers, 
an'cl  every  kind  of  foreign  merchandise. 

The  fisheries  on  the  rivers  emptying  into  the  Chesapeake,  will  be  doubled  in  value  :  the 
coasting  trade  of  the  Chesapeake  will  be  increased;  ship  building  will  be  promoted;  and, 
tn  faie,tlie  States  will  feel  the  beneficial  eflccts  of  such  an  improvement,  in  every  quarter 
and  extremity  of  their  territory. 

The  article  coal,  which  is  found  in  such  profusion,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  North  Branch 
of  Potomac,  of  a  quality  equal  to  the  best  Liverjwol  coal,  in  the  event  of  the  completion 
of  the  canal,  may  be  afforded,  in  Georgetown,  at  twenty  cents,  making  full  allowance  for 
freight  aud  tolls,  at  the  same  rates  as  paid  by  grain,  and  more  valuable  articles  :  and  if, 
on  such  cheap  bulky  articles,  of  the  first  necessity,  the  freight  and  tolls  are  rateably 
lowered,,  as  would-  be  politic  and  reasonable,  it  may  be  furnished  at  sixteen  cents,  or  less. 
The  price  may  be  thus  ascertained  :  supposing  a  ton,  or  2,210  lbs.  to  pay  one  cent  freight, 
and  one  cent  toll,  i)cr  mile,  aud  where  the  pit:;  aic  eight  or  ten  miles  removed  from  navi* 
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Otion,  as  is  tlie  case  of  tliose  near  Cumberland,  and  the  coal  liave  to  be  Garricil  ihat  dis- 
tance to  the  canal,  in  wagons,  tlic  pi-ice  will  he  : 

For  wagoning  one  bushel  10  miles,  -        -         -        -  6  cents. 

Price,  and  (!iLru;ing  one  bushel,  ...        *         .  2 

Freii;ht,  for  I'JO  miles,        .......  ^ 

Tolls,  for  same  distance,  ti 

20 

But,  siippo--ins  the  tolls  and  freif;ht,  on  articles  of  this  kind,  reduced  one-third,  a^  inaji 
wtl!  ho  done,  with  a  view  to  extend  ihe  niarUet,  the  price  might  he  stated  at  siMien  rents. 

Tlie  price  of  coal  haw  varied,  oi'  late,  in  the  sea  pons,  from  2b  to  37^-  >  enis  per  bushel.— 
In  Kiiiope,  the  existence  of  abundant  coal  niiius,  is  supposed,  alone,  suflicient  inducement 
for  cutiing  a  canal  ;  so  many  are  the  uses,  and  so  immense  is  the  consumption  of  this  arti- 
cla,  when  it  can  be  obt.tined  on  moderate  terms.  Fuel  enters  .so  largely  into  the  price  of 
tvcry  article  manufactured,  that  on  its  cheap.ness  depends,  in  a  measure,  the  success  of 
«um  'mu.;  establishments,  which,  at  fir.stview,  seem  to  have  no  connection  with  it;  and  in 
all  articles  wrought  by  fire  and  steam,  it  is  the  piincipal  ingredient  of  price  iu  our  country. 
Even  the  |)roductions  of  agriculiure  will  be  incieased,  by  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  coal : 
the  whole  of  the  woorl  ri  served  for  fui'l,  in  the  rich  valleys  along  the  Potomac  and  its 
branches,  would  be  cleai(d,  and  the  land  biought  into  cultivation.  Nor  would  the  benefi- 
cial effect  here  end,  but  would  be  felt  tluoualiout  die  borders  of  the  Chesapeake. 

Slate  Ijanks.  of  excellent  qualit)'  for  rooting,  are  found  in  still  greater  abund;ince  thari 
coal,  anti  more  of  them  inimf  diately  on  the  banks  of  the  river;  so  that,  if  facilities  for 
transportation  were  carried  to  the  quarries  wh.ii  h  might  be  opened,  slaie  tor  roofing,  could, 
it  is  believed,  be  fnrnbhed  as  cheap  as  the  best  shingles. 

The  inim.'jnsc  banks  of  iron  ore,  which  are  yet  unopened,  along  the  river,  on  account  of 
the  iinii:ed  demand,  would,  if  iron  could  be  transported  more  cheaply,  and  the  price  of  futl 
v,as  consiilerably  reduced,  be  another  resource  aiided  to  the  wealth  of  the  States,  and  af- 
ford considerable  tonnage  to  the  canal.  Tlie  lime  which  is  now  furnished  iu  our  .seaports, 
jtnd  whir  h  j)rincipally  supplies  the  tlemand  for  this  most  useful  article,  i«  architecture  ami 
auiiculturc,  is  brought  fruni  Rhode-Island  :  this  would  aflbrcla  new  source  of  industry  aiifi 
prolit  to  our  citizens,  now  engro.ssed  by  our  more  active  neighbors. 

Such  will  bo  the  creation  of  new  sources  of  wealth  and  population  ;  and  such  are  some 
ol  the  prominent  benefits  to  be  derived  from  this  canal. 

Within  the  last  (JO  years,  England  has  quadrupled  her  wealth  and  political  importance  ; 
and  this  rise  in  her  fortunes  dates  with  the  operation  of  her  canals  commenced  within  that 
period.  Holland,  the  Netherlands,  the  Valley  of  Lombardy,  and  China,  are  yet  more  strik.- 
jng  instances  of  the  immense  increase  of  the  power  and  population  of  territories,  in  conse- 
quence chiefly  of  canals. 

When  we  look  at  the  advantages  of  the  now  contemplated  canal,  its  immediate  opera- 
tion on  the  value  of  the  lands  on  tlie  South  Branch  and  Shenandoah,  and  the  whole  valley 
of  Potomac,  cannot  fail  to  strike  the  intelligent  observer.  The  mountainous  counties  of 
Hampshire  and  Allegany,  will,  in  consequence  of  the  value  and  abundance  of  their  mine- 
rals, become  the  most  imjioriant  counties  in  either  State,  and  the  point  on  which  the  lever 
Mill  rest,  that  is  to  advance  and  extend  the  manufactures,  commerce,  and  agriculture  of  the 
most  distant  ramifications  of  the  Chesapeake.  Cumberland  will  become  the  entrepot  of 
the  merchandise  commerce  of  the  West,  and,  at  no  distant  date,  a  thoroughfare  for  the 
g;reatest  commerce  of  the  Union.  Baltimore,  being  already  established,  and  possessing  ejo- 
terprize  and  capiial,  will  have  it  in  her  power,  .for  many  years,  if  not  forever,  to  enjoy  tli,e 
larger  share  of  these  new  created  fountains  of  weaUli :  nothing  will  be  wanting  to  ensure 
this,  but  tn  add  a  short  link  to  tliis  great  internal  trade,  by  a  canal  from  Bladeiisburgh,  or 
the  head  of  the  Eastern  Branch  of  Potomac,  to  the  Paiapsco,  at  Elkridge.  The  distance 
between  these  two  points,  iu  a  straight  line,  cannot  exceed  eighteen  miles,  and  the  route  of 
a  canal  would  not,  probably,  be  more  than  twenty-five  miles  :  the  elevation,  on  this  route, 
above  the  tide,  is  not  great;  and  the  upper  part  of  the  Patapsco,  and  other  important 
streams,  mijht,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  furnish  the  supply  of  water  re(|uired  for  die  lig&t 
level.  If  this  be  the  case,  and  there  is  little  doubt  of  it,  the  cost  of  this  work  would  npt 
be  great.  Or,  if  it  should  accord  more  with  the  wishes  and  interest  of  the  Baltiinoreans, 
to  branch  the  canal  at  a  higher  poini  ou  the  Potomac,  let  provision  be  m.ade  for  trying  the 
practicability  of  a  branch  from  tlie  foot  of  the  Catoctin  mountain,  or  »uy  point  below  it, 
to  Baltimore. 

PROBABLE  PROFITS  OF  THIS  CANAL. 
Taking  the  average  tonnage  of  the  boats,  which  have  passed  tlirough  the  Jocks,  in  tlie 
years  1819,  li!20,  and  ljJ21,  from  the  official  document  furnished  by  th<'  Potomac  Company, 
it  is  11,81.5  tons  each  year;    supposing  ten  barrels  of  flour  e(iual  to  a  ton,  and  computing 
tlie  whole  produce  in  flour,  tlie  amount  which  has  dcsccadcd  liic  river ,cjich  yeai\  is  aquaii-    / 
tity  of  produce  equal  to  llSjfKX)  barrels  of  flour. 
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If  such  is  the  quantity  transported  on  the  river,  in  its  present  imperfect  stute  of  naviga- 
tion, it  is  not  extravagant  to  suppose  that  four  baiTels  of  flour  arc  now  carried  by  land,  for 
one  which  is  transported  bj-  water,  and  which,  when  the  can;il  is  completed,  will  seek  that 
cheaper  conveyance,  This  would  make  an  additional  amount  of  four  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  thousand  barrels.  The  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Hardy,  Pendleton,  and  a  larg;e 
part  of  Hampshire,  in  Virginia,  and  of  a  considerable  portion  of  Allegany,  in  Maryland, 
and  of  Bedford  in  Pennsylvania,  are  exclusively  devoted  to  ijraziit^;  if  tlie  facilities  of 
transportation  were  afforded  them,  by  a  canal,  they  would  either  slaugiiter  their  cattle  at 
home,  and  send  down  the  beeT  and  pork,  or  would  turn  their  attention  to  the  more  profit- 
able puvsuitsxJTagrkulture.  Ftom  these  counties,  we  may,  then,  fairly  calculate  upon  the 
addition  of  tWo  hundred  thojisand  barrels. 

The  establishmeut  of  a  canal,  will,  without  doubt,  draw  commerce  from  the  counties  of 
Franklin,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  Shenandoah,  Rockingham,  and  a  large  part  of  Augusta,  in 
Virginia,  for  which  we  may  confidently  add,  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  barrels.  From 
respectable  authority  we  learn,  that,  in  the  year  1821,  four  hundred  thousand  barrels  of 
flour  were  made  in  the  four  south-western  counties  of  Pennsylvania;  all  of  which  would 
seek  a  market  byway  of  the  national  road  and  contemplated  canal.  Add  to  this,  100,000 
barrels  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  the  counties  of  Ohio,  Brooke,  Preston,  Harrison,  &ic. 
in  Virginia,  and  the  aggregate  amount  is  1,600,000  barrels:  The  toll,  as  now  established 
on  the  Potomac,  is  22  cents  per  barrel,  for  the  longer  distance,  and  11  cents  for  the  short- 
est. The  medium  may  then  be  stated  at  fifteen  rents.  The  tolls,  then,  upon  1,000,000, 
would  amount  to  the  sum  of  240,000  dollars.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  canal,  is,  1,.578,'jj-l 
dollars  ;  upon  which  the  sum  of  ^210,000  gives  Ij  per  cent,  per  annum,  profit,  and  an  ex- 
cess sufficient  for  annual  expenses. 

In  this  calculation,  the  tolls  on  the  ascending  commerce,  consisting  of  plaster  of  pans, 
salt,  fish  in  barrels,  and  foreign  merchandise,  required  for  the  interior,  is  not  enumerated. 
They,  it  is  supposed,  will  amount  to  a  third  of  the  sum  of  the  descending  toll.  Nor  is  any 
allowance  made  for  the  tolls  on  the  new  articles  which  will  be  added  to  the  desccndiug 
trade,  viz.  coal,  lime,  lumber,  Indian  corn.  &lc.  So  that  if  any  doubt  can  exist,  concerniwc; 
the  increase  of  tolls,  in  the  proportions  above  stated,  this  additional  source  of  tonnage  will 
ensure  the  profit  of  fifteen  per  cent,  per  annum.  But  there  is  yet  stronger  a.ssurance  of 
gaining  at  least  this  amount  of  profit,  when  it  is  considered  how  much  this  rate  of  toll,  as- 
sured, may  be  increased,  and  still  leave  the  freight  consideraVjly  cheaper  than  it  now  is  ;  as 
is  so  clearly  apparent  from  Mr,  Fulton's  statement,  already  cited. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 
From  Cumberland  to  tide  water  is  185  miles :  the  cost  of  a  canal  for  182  miles  of  thsil 
distance,  is  ascertained  to  be  ^1,578,954  ;  for  the  remaining  three  miles,  the  canal  at  the 
Little  Falls,  when  enlarged,  maybe  used.  This  sum,  divided  between  the  two  States,  wiH 
give  ^789,477,  to  be  furnished  by  each.  It  is  proposed  that  the  money  should  be  raised  by 
a  loan  for  16  or  20  years  ;  which  could,  probably,  be  effected  at  four  per  cent,  per  aununi  ; 
but,  for  the  greater  certainty,  let  it  be  calculated  at  six  per  cent.  As  soon  as  the  loan  shall 
be  determined  upon,  let  books  be  opened,  under  the  direction  of  the  States,  for  the  sub- 
scription of  stock,  by  individuals,  at  such  places  as  the  Legislatures  shall  deem  expedient  ; 
each  individual  to  be  entitled  to  the  stock  he  subscribes  for,  upon  condition  of  his  paying 
annually  to  the  State,  the  interest  on  the  amount,  until  the  annual  profits  of  the  canal  shall 
be  adequate  to  an  extinguishment  of  a  part  of  the  loan,  and  a  discharge  of  the  annual  in- 
terest ;  *  of  whatever  portion  of  the  stock  that  shall  not  be  subscribed  for  by  individuals, 
the  states  themselves  shall  be  considered  as  holders.  The  probable  nett  profits  of  the 
canal,  when  completed,  upon  a  moderate  and  sober  calculation,  have  already  been  estimat- 
ed at  fifteen  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  capital  required  to  construct  it.  Whenever  the  canal 
shall  Le  finished,  let  these  profits  be  exclusively  appropriated  to  the  paymentof  the  interest, 
and  redemption  of  the  loan.  And,  even,  should  these  profits  yield  only  ten,  instead  of  fif- 
teen per  cent,  they  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  liquidate  the  whole  debt,  in  less  than  six- 
teen years:  so  that,  in  order  to  accomplish  this  important  object,  each  State  would  only 
have  to  pay,  for  five  years,  within  which  time,  it  is  supposed  the  canal  might  be  finished,  the 
interest  on  789,000  dollars,  or  on  so  much  thereof  as  shall  remain,  after  deducting  the 
amount  of  individual  subscription.  But  should  it  be  deemed,  by  the  Legislatures,  inexpe- 
dient to  raise  so  large  a  sum  by  loan,  it  is  submitted  to  their  wisdom,  in  order  to  test  the 
accuracy  of  the  above  scheme,  whether  it  vvould  not  be  an  object  of  great  public  utility,  to 
make  those  sections  of  the  canal,  between  Harper's  Ferry  and  tide  water  ;  and  whether  it 
would  be  a  measure  forbidden  by  the  suggestions  of  the  strictest  prudence,  to  borrow  a  sum 

*  So  that  a  subscriber,  say  for  one  hundred  dollars,  would,  in  the  event  of  the  comple- 
tion of  the  canal,  within  five  years,  as  calculated,  and  of  its  yielding  a  per  centum  sufficient 
to  discharge  the  interest  and  principal  on  1,500,000  dollars,  in  sixteen  years,  have  to  ad- 
vance, in  all,  only  thirty  dollars,  and  then  would  be  entitled  to  hold  100  dollars  in  stock  ; 
and,  in  any  event,  the  subscriber  could  never  be  called  on  for  more  than  six  dollars  par 
aanum. 
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sufficient  fcr  tlicir  coniplciion.  The  amount  required  would  be  560,127  dollars.  But  take 
this  sum,  and  divide  it  between  the  States;  let  the  forei;oing  plan  be  adopted,  and  then  tlie 
p;iymont  of  the  interest  for  two  years,  witiiin  which  period  the  canal  could  certainly  be  ef- 
fected, on  280,063  dollars,  or  so  much  of  that  sum,  as  should  not  be  taken  by  individual 
puliscriplion,  would  be  the  only  burthen  to  the  States;  or,  in  fact,  only  half  tlie  interest 
for  tile  first  year,  as  it  would  i)e  only  necessary  to  boirow  money  according  to  the  annual 
expenditure. 

It  is  probable  that  local  jealousies,  which  are  so  natural  to  the  mass  of  mankind,  and 
which  have,  since  the  first  dawn  of  civilization,  been  found  in  array  and  opposition  to  all 
tlie  internal  improvements  of  nations,  and  to  canals,  the  greatest  of  all  others,  will,  on  this 
occasion,  iiave  to  be  combatted.  These  arise  from  the  supposed  effect  canals  have,  to  in- 
jure existing  markets,  by  increasing  rivals,  and  of  lessening  the  value  of  the  productions  of 
tiiose  jiorlious  of  territory,  already  enjoying  the  exclusive  benefits  of  those  markets.  These 
jealousies,  howijver,  have,  in  every  country  where  canals  have  been  introduced,  been  prov- 
ed I)}-  experience,  to  be  ill-founded  ;  for,  so  dependent  is  each  part  on  the  condition  of  the 
rest,  and  so  intimate  is  the  general  connection  in  a  nation,  that  even  the  favored  few,  sd 
far  from  being  injined,  have  been  benefitted  by  the  general  prosperity.  Population,  com- 
merce, and  consumption,  have  invariably  kept  pace  with  increase  of  jiroductions  ;  and  the 
Noifonn  consef(iiencc  has  been,  a  general   increase  of  power,  wealth,  and  civilization. 

MOSES  T.  HUNTER, 
WM.  T.  T.  MASON, 
WM.  NAYLOR. 
ATHANS.  FENWICK, 
ELIE  WILLIAMS. 


iitnttal  SuTfimary  of  Expense  of  a  Canal  from  Cumherland  to  the  District. 

For  18-  miles  of  Canal,  comprising,  besides  excavation,  walling,  aqueducts,  and  dams, 
487  feet  of  lockage,  205  culverts,  122  farm  bridges,  and  20  road  bridges  : 

For  the  1st  section,  54.^  miles,  ^  7,711  per  mile,  $  420,262 

2nd    do      33|     do        8,055        do  269,844 

3rd     do      38|      do        8,483        do  320,721 

4th     do      46|  do        7,499        do  346,807 

5th     do        9  do      23,702        do  213,320 

■     ■  182  miles,  §  8,676  per  mile,  ^1,578,954 


LAW  OF  THE  STATE  OF  VIRGINIA. 


AN  ACT  incorporating  the  Potomac  Canal  Company  ;  passed  February 

22,  1823. 

Whereas,  a  navigable  canal,  to  be  supplied  by  the  Waters  of  the  river  Potomac,  and  of 
its  tributary  streams,  fronn  the  highest  point  practicable  on  the  north  branch  of  the  said  river, 
by  Cumberland,  to  tide  water  williin  the  District  of  Columbia,  will  be  a  work  of  great  profit 
and  advantage  to  the  people  of  this  state,  and  of  the  neighboring  states,  and  may  ultimately 
tend  to  establish  a  connected  navigation  between  the  eastern  and  western  waters,  so  as 
to  extend  and  multiply  the  means  and  facilities  of  interior  commerce  and  personal  inter- 
course between  the  two  great  sections  of  the  United  States,  and  to  interweave  more  closely 
all  the  reciprocal  interests  and  affections  that  are  necessary  to  consolidate  and  perpetuate 
the  vital  principles  of  union  : 

And,  whereas  it  is  represented  to  the  General  Assembly  that  the  Potomac  Company  are 
willing  and  desirous  that  a  charter  shall  be  granted  to  a  new  company,  upon  the  tenns  and 
conditions  hereinafter  expressed,  and  that  the  charter  of  the  present  company  shall  cease 
and  determine  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Jissembly  of  Virginia,  That,  so  soon  as  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  stale  of  Maryland  shall  pass  an  act  of  like  effect  with  this  act,  tind  the  Potomao 
Company  shall  have  signified  their  assent  to  the  same  by  tlieir  corporate  act,  to  l)c  delivered 
to  the  Executive  «f  this  Commonwealth,  there  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  if  in  session,  but,  if  not  in  session,  then  by  the  ex-officers  members  thereof,  three 
f.oinmissioners  on  the  part  of  this  commonwealth,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  three  other 
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commissioners  on  the  pai-t  of  the  state  of  Maryland.  The  said  commissioners  shall  c.iHSe 
books  to  be  opened,  at  such  times  and  places  as  they  shall  think  fit,  in  this  state  and  else- 
where, and  under  the  manasreuiont  of  such  persons  as  they  shall  appoint,  for  iccciving  suh-' 
Ecriplions  to  the  capital  stock  ofjthe  com|)aMy  hereinafter  incorporated,  which  subscri|>ribns 
may  either  be  made  in  person  or  by  power  of  attorney  ;  and  notice  shall  be  given,  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  deemed  advisable,  of  the  time  and  places  of  opening  the  books.  And 
the  said  commissioners  shall  cause  the  books  to  be  kejit  open  at  least  two  montliS;  a)id, 
within  twenty  days  after  the  expiration  thereof,  S^hall  call  a  i^enernl  meeting  of  the  siihscri- 
bers  at  the  city  of  Washington,  of  which  meeting  notice  shall  he  given  Ijy  ihe  commissioners 
aforesaid,  in  at  least  three  of  the  newspapers  piinted  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  ihe  city 
of  Washington,  at  least  one  month  nexi  before  the  said  meeting  ;  and  such  meeting  shall, 
and  may,  be  continued  from  day  to  day,  until  the  business  is  finished  ;  and  the  commission- 
ers, at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid,  shall  liy  before  su'jh  of  the  sub.sorihcrs  as  shall  meet, 
according  to  said  notice,  the  books  con;aiiiing  the  state  of  the  saitJ  subscriptions  ;  and  if 
one  half  of  the  capital  sum  of  two  millions  of  dollars  liereinafter  mentioned  should,  upon 
eJtamination,  appear  not  to  have  been  subscribed,  then  the  said  commissioners,  or  a  majo- 
rity of  them,  at  the  said  meeting,  are  empowered  to  take  and  receive  subscriptions  to  make 
«p  the  deficiency,  and  may  continue  to  take  and  receive  subscriptions  to  make  up  such  de- 
ficiency, for  the  term  of  twelve  months  thereafter  ;  and  a  just  and  true  list  of  all  the  subscri- 
bers, with  the  sums  subscribed  by  each,  shall  be  made  out  and  re:urned  by  the  said  com- 
missioners, or  a  majority  of  them,  under  their  hands,  lo  the  Board  af  Public  Works  of  thi.« 
state,  and  the  Governor  and  Council  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  to  be  there  recorded  ;  and 
in  case  more  than  two  millions  of  dollars  shall  be  subscribed,  then  the  same  shall  be  re- 
duced to  that  sum  by  the  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  by  beginning  at,  and 
striking  off,  a  share  from  the  largest  subscription  or  subscriptions,  and  continuing  to  strike 
off  a.share  from  all  subscriptions  under  the  largest,  and  above  one  share,  until  the  same  is 
reduced  to  the  capital  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  or  until  a  share  is  taken  from  all  subscript 
lions  above  one  share,  and  l5ts  shall  be  drawn  between  subscribers  of  equal  sums,  to  deter- 
inine  the  numbers  in  \vhich  such  subscribers  shall  stand,  on  a  list  to  be  made  for  striking  off 
as  aforesaid  ;  and  if  the  sum  subscribed  still  exceeds  the  capital  aforesaid,  then  to  strifee 
off  by  the  same  rule  until  the  sum  subscribed  is  reduced  to  the  capital  aforesaid,  or  all  the 
subscription  reduced  to  one  share  ;  and  if  there  still  be  an  excess,  then  lots  Jo  be  drawn  to 
determine  the  subscribers  who  are  to  be  excluded,  to  reduce  the  subscriptions  to  the  capitat 
aforesaid  ;  which  striking  off  shall  be  certified  on  the  list  aforesaid  ;  and  the  said  capital 
stock  of  the  company  hereby  incorporated,  shall  consist  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  divided 
into  twenty  thousand  shares,  of  one  hundred  dollars  each  ;  of  which,  every  person  subscrib- 
ing may  take  and  subsciibe  for  one  or  more  whole  shares  ;  and  such  subscriptions  may  be 
paid  and  discharged  either  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  in  the  certificates 
of  stock  of  the  present  Potomac  company,  at  the  par  value  thereof,  or  in  the  claims  of  the 
creditors  of  the  said  company  certified  by  the  acting  president  and  directors,  to  have  been 
due  for  principal  debt  on  the  day  on  which  the  assent  of  the  said  company  shall  have  been 
signified  by  their  corporate  act,  as  hereinbefore  provided  :  Prmmled,  the  said  certificates  of 
stock  shall  not  exceed,  in  the  whole  amount,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  eleven  thousand 
one  hundred  and  eleven  dollars  and  eleven  cents,  nor  the  said  claims  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars:  Provided  also,  Thalthe  stock  so  paid 
for  in  certificates  of  the  stock  of  the  present  company,  and  of  the  debts  due  from  them,  shall 
only  be  entitled  to  dividends  as  hereinafter  provided,  and  that  no  payment  shall  be  received 
in  such  certificates  of  stock,  until  the  Potomac  company  shall  have  executed  the  conveyance 
prescribed  by  the  eleventh  section  of  th'is  act:  Jlnd  provided ,  That  unless  one  half  of  the 
said  capital  shall  be  subscribed  as  aforesaid,  all  subscriptions  made  in  consequence  of  this 
act  shall  be  void,  and,  in  case  one  half  and  less  than  the  whole  capital  shall  be  subscribed 
as  aforesaid,  then  the  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  are  hereby  empowered 
and  directed  to  take  and  receive  the  subscriptions  which  shall  first  be  offered,  in  whol^ 
shares,  as  aforesaid,  until  the  deficiency  shall  be  made  up;  a  certificate  of  which  additional 
subscription  shall  he  made  under  the  hands  of  the  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  for  the  time  being,  and  returned  and  recorded  as  aforesaid. 

Sec,  2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  one  half  or  a  greater  part  of  the  said  stock  haft 
been  subscribed  in  the  manner  provided  for  by  this  act,  then  the  subscribers,  their  heirSy 
and  assigns,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  declared  to  be,  incorporated  into  a  company,  by  the 
•name  of  the  "  Potomac  Cana!  Company,"  and  may  sue  and  be  sued,  and  as  such  shall  havp 
perpetual  succession,  and  a  common  seal,  and  the  estates,  rights,  and  interests  of  ihe  said 
Company,  shall  be  adjudged  and  taken  in  law  to  be  real  estate  ;  and  it  shall  thereupon  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  to  call  a  general  meeting  of  ihe  said 
eub.'^cribers,  at  such  time  and  place  as  they,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  appoint,  after  adver- 
tising the  same  in  such  public  prints  as  diey,  or  a  majority  of  them,  may  think  proper,  and 
such  of  the  said  subscril)ers  as  shall  be  present  at  the  said  meeting,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  elect  a  president  and  six  directors,  for  conducting 
ithesaid  nndcrtaking,  and  managing  all  the  said  compauy's  business  and  concerns,  fgr  and 
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during  such  time,  not  exceeding  three  years,  as  the  said  subscribers,  or  a  mnjority  of  theni, 
sliall  think  tit;  and  in  counting  the  votes  ofall  general  metrmjTsof  (lie  i^aid  company,  each 
member  shall  be  allowed  one  vote  lor  every  share,  as  far  as  len  shares,  and  one  vote  for 
every  five  sluires  abo\c  ten,  by  hini  or  her  liild  at  llie  time,  in  the  said  company  ;  and  any 
proprietor,  by  writing  under  his  or  her  hand,  exet:uted  bei'ore  two  witnesses,  may  depute 
any  other  member  or  proprietor  to  vote  and  act  as  proxy  for  him  or  licr  at  any  general  meet- 
ing :  Proviited  also,  That  no  officer  or  director  of  said  company  sliall,  tineler  any  cireum- 
stances,  be  allowed  to  vote  on  any  stock  but  his  own,  and  that  no  individual  shall  ever  give, 
as  proxy,  nnire  than  one  hundred  votes. 

Sec.  3.  Jlnd  be  ilemictcd,  That  the  said  president  and  directors  so  elected,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, or  n  majority  of  them  assembled,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  appoint, 
and  at  thiir  pleasure  dismiss  such  engineer  or  engineers,  and  agent  or  agents,  as  (hey  may 
deem  proper  and  expedient,  and  to  fix  their  compensaiion  ;  and  to  agree  wlthanv  person  or 
persons,  on  behalf  of  the  said  company,  to  cut  canals,  and  eiect  such  locks,  and  jierforui 
sech  other  works,  astliey  shall  judge  necessary  for  fornuny;  and  completing  the  canal  iierciii 
before  menlioiiid  and  described,  Irom  tide  water  in  the  District  of  Columbia  to  Cunibtn- 
Innd,  on  the  said  river;  and  out  of  the  money  arising  froni  the  subscriptions  and  the  tolls 
and  other  aid'^  hereinafter  given,  to  pay  for  the  same,  and  to  repair  and  keep  in  order  tiie 
said  canals,  locks,  and  other  works  necessary  thereto,  and  to  defray  all  incidental  charges  ; 
and  also  to  appoint  a  treasurer,  clerk,  and  other  ofiicers,  toll-gatherers,  managers  and  ser- 
vants, as  they  shall  judge  requisite,  and  to  agree  for  and  settle  tiieir  respective  wages  or 
allowances,  and  settle,  pass,  and  sign  their  accounts  ;  and  also  to  make  and  cstabliih  imIcs 
of  proceedings,  and  trt  transact  all  other  business  and  concerns  of  the  said  company,  in  and 
during  the  intervals  between  the  general  meetings  of  the  same  ;  and  they  shall  be  allowed 
as  a  compensation  for  (heir  trouble  therein,  such  sum  of  money  as  shall  by  a  general  meet- 
ing of  the  stockholders  be  determined  :  Provided  alwaijs,  That  the  treasurer  shall  give  l;ond 
in  such  penalty,  and  with  such  security,  as  the  said  president  and  diiectois,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  siiall  direct,  for  the  true  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  anil 
that  the  allowance  to  be  made  him  for  his  services  sliall  not  exceed  three  dollars  in  the 
hundred  for  the  disbursements  by  him  made  ;  and  that  no  officer  in  tlie  said  company  sliafl 
have  any  vote  in  the  settlement  or  passing  of  his  own  account. 

Sec.  4.  Jlnd  be  it  enacted,  That,  on  all  subscriptions  which  shall  not  be  paid  as  hereinbe- 
fore provided,  in  certificates  of  the  stock  or  debts  of  die  present  Potomac  Coni|)any,  tiiere 
shall  be  paid,  at  the  time  of  subscription,  on  each  share,  one  dollar  ;  and  thereafter,  when 
the  company  .shall  be  formed,  the  sock  subscribed  shall  be  paid  on  such  instalments  and  at 
such  times,  as  the  president  and  directors  shall  from  time  to  time  require,  as  the  work  pro- 
gresses: Provided,  That  not  more  than  one  third  part  shall  be  demanded  within  any  year 
from  the  commencement  of  the  work,  nor  any  payment  demanded  until  at  least  sixty  da3s 
public  notice  thereof  shall  have  been  given  in  such  public  newspapers  as  the  said  president 
and  directors  shall  direct  such  notices  to  be  ]niblished  in;  and  whenever  any  subi-cribcr 
shall  fail  to  pay  any  instalment  called  for  by  the  company,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  company,  upon  motion  to  be  made  in  any  court  of  record,  after  ten  days  notice,  to 
obtain  ftnjgmcnt  against  the  subscriber  so  failing  t3  p,ay  ;  or  the  said  company  at  their  option 
nay,  after  giving  sixty  days  notice  in  such  public  newspaper,  printed  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  as  they  may  judge  proper,  sell  the  stock  of  such  subscriber,  and  if  the  proceeds 
of  any  such  sale  to  be  made,  shall  exceed  the  sum  demanded,  the  surjihis,  after  paying  the 
expenses  of  such  sale,  shall  be  paid  to  the  subscriber  so  failing,  or  to  his  representatives, 
and  the  purchaser  at  such  sale  shall  become  a  stockholder,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  rules 
and  regulations,  and  entitled  to  the  same  privileges,  rights,  and  emoluments,  as  original 
subscribers  under  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  And,  to  continue  the  succession  of  the  said  president  and  directors,  and  to  keep 
up  the  same  number,  be  it  enacted,  That,  from  time  to  time,  u|)on  the  expiration  of  the  said 
term  for  which  the  said  president  and  directors  were  appointed,  the  proprietors  of  the  said 
company,  at  the  next  general  meeting,  shall  either  continue  the  said  president  and  direc- 
tors, or  any  of  them,  or  choose  others  in  their  stead  ;  and  until  such  choice  be  made,  tbe 
president  and  directors  for  the  time  being  shall  continue  in  office  ;  and  in  case  of  the  death, 
removal,  resignation,  or  incapacity  of  the  president,  or  any  of  the  said  directors,  may  and 
shall,  in  manner  aforesaid,  elect  any  other  person  or  persons  to  be  ])resideiit  and  directors 
in  the  room  of  liini  or  them  so  dying,  removing,  or  resigning,  and  may,  at  any  of  their  gene- 
ral meetings,  remove  the  president,  or  any  of  the  directors,  and  appoint  others  for  and  during 
the  remainder  of  the  term,  for  which  such  person  or  persons  v^ere  at  first  to  have  acted. 

Sec.  6.  ~^nd  be  it  enacted.  That  every  president  and  director,  before  he  acts  as  such,  shall 
take  an  oath  or  affirmation  for  the  due  execution  of  his  olhce. 

Sec.  7.  .^nrfj!'e!7ereacferf.  That  the  presence  of  .stockholders,  having  a  major  part  of  the 
stock  at  least,  shall  be  necessary  to  constitute  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  wliicb 
ishall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  June  in  every  year,  at  such  convenient  town  as  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  be  appointed  by  the  said  general  meeting;  but  if  a  sufficient  number 
shall  not  attend  on  that  day,  the  stockholders  who  do  attend,  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day, 
•antil  the  busiacss  of  the  company  is  finished  ;  to  which  meeting  the  presidcut  and  director* 
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shall  makn  rrpc*it,  ami  render  distinct  accounts  of  all  their  proccediriRS  ;  and  on  fiiidiiic; 
them  fairly  and  justly  stated,  the  stockiioldeis  then  present,  or  a  niajoiitycf^thcni, shall  givo 
a  certificate  thereof,  a  duplicate  of  which  shall  be  entered  on  the  said  company's  books; 
and  at  such  yearly  gen  era  I  nieetini's,  after  leaviiio'  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  such  sums  as 
the  stockholders,  or  a  majority  oftlieni  shall  judije  necessary  for  repairs  and  contingent 
charges,  an  equal  dividend  of  all  the  iiett  profits  ari.'^ing  from  the  tolls  hereby  granted,  shall 
be  ordered  and  made  to  and  among  all  the  stockholders  of  the  said  company,  iu  proportion 
to  their  several  shares,  subject  to  the  provisions  and  enactments  hereafter  declared;  and 
upon  any  emergency  in  the  interval  between  the  said  yearly  meetings,  the  said  presi- 
dent, or  a  majority  of  said  directors,  may  appoint  a  i;cneral  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  said  company,  at  any  convenient  town,  giviiV;?  at  least  one  month's  previous  notice,  in 
at  least  tliree  of  the  newspapers  in  Virginia,  iVlar)  lanil,  and  Washington,  which  meeting 
may  be  adjourned  and  continued. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  expenses  the  said  stock- 
holders will  be  at,  not  only  in  catting  the  said  canal,  erecting  locks,  and  other  works,  and 
improving  and  extending  the  navigation  thereof,  but  in  maintaining  and  keeping  the  same 
in  repair,  the  said  canal  and  works,  with  all  their  profits,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
vested  in  the  said  stockholders,  their  heirs,  and  assigns,  forever,  as  tenants  in  common,  in 
proportion  to  their  respective  shares,  and  be  forever  exempt  from  payment  of  any  tax,  im- 
position, or  assessment,  whatsoever;  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  fur  the  said  presi- 
dent anti  directors,  at  all  times,  forever  hereafter,  to  demand  and  receive,  at  such  places 
as  shall  hereafter  be  appointed  by  the  president  and  directors,  as  aforesaid,  tolls  for  the 
passage  of  vessels,  boats,  rafts,  i)ro<iuce,  and  articles,  at  such  rates  as-the  president  and  di- 
rectors may  hereafter  allow  anu  establish,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  enacted,  Tliat  if  the  commissioners  hereby  directed  to  be  appointed,  shall 
die,  resign,  or  refuse  to  act,  tlie  vacancy  occasioned  thereby  shall  be  filled  by  the  Board  of 
Public  Works;  or  if  it  be  not  in  session,  by  the  ex-officers,  members  thereof,  and  tlie  per- 
son appointed  to  fill  such  vacanc\ ,  shall  have  all  the  power  and  authority  which  was  vested 
in  the  commissioner,  whose  place  he  shall  be  appointed  to  supply  ;  and  when  any  part  of 
the  canal  aforesaid,  shall  have  been  completed,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  this  act,  the  president  and  directors  of  the  company  hereby  created,  shall  have  power, 
and  it  shall  bo  their  duty,  to  ordain  and  establish  a  rate  of  tolls,  to  be  paid  upon  boats,  ves- 
sels, rafts,  or  other  property,  passing  on  the  part  of  the  canal  so  to  be  completed,  and  so, 
from  time  to  time,  as  part  or  parts  shall  be  completed,  and  until  the  whole  shall  be  done  ; 
for  the  collection  of  which  tolls,  the  president  and  directors  of  the  said  company  shall  have 
power  to  establish  so  many  toll  houses,  and  at  their  pleasure,  to  appoint  and  remove  so 
tpanv  collectors,  and  at  such  places,  as  from  time  to  time  they  may  juilge  expedient;  and 
that  the  said  president  and  directors  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  regulate  and  fix. 
a  tariff  of  tolls,  not  exceeding  an  average  rate  of  two  cents  per  ton  permile. 

Sec.  10.  Jindbe  it  enacted,  That  the  president  and  directors  shall  annually  declare  and 
make  such  dividend  of  the  nett  profits  irom  the  tolls  to  be  received,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  and  from  the  other  resources  of  the  company,  as  they  may  deem  advisable, 
after  deducting  theretVom  the  necessary  current  and  contingent  expenses,  to  be  divided 
among  the  proprietors  of  the  stock  of 'the  said  company,  in  proportion  to  their  respective 
piiares,  in  manner  fol  lowing,  that  is  to  v,Ay :  if  such  nett  profits  shall  not  exceed  six  per  cent, 
on  the  amount  of  shares,  which  shall  have  been  paid  for  in  current  money  of  the  United 
States,  then  the  whole  thereof  shall  be  divided  among  the  holders  of  such  shares  in  propor- 
tion to  their  respective  shares.  But  if  such  nett  profits,  in  any  year,  shall  exceed  six  per 
cent,  on  such  shares,  then  the  surplus  shall  be  divided  among  such  stockholders  as  shall 
have  paid  for  their  shares  in  the  certificates  of  the  deblofihe  Potomac  Company,  until 
they  shall  have  received  thereout  adividend  of  six  percent.,  and  if  a  balance  yet  remain, 
the  same  shall  be  divided  among  the  stockholders  who  shall  have  paid  for  their  shares  in 
certificates  of  the  stock  of  the  Potomac  Company,  until  they  shall  have  received  thereout 
a  dividend  of  five  per  cent,  on  such  shares;  and  if  there  yet  remain  a  balance,  the  same 
shall  be  divided  among  the  whole  of  the  stockholdos,  in  proportion  to  tl'.eir  respective 
shares. 

Sr,c.  11.  And  beit  enacted,  That  whenever  th?  Potoraac  Company  shall  have  declared  its 
assent  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  in  the  manner  herein  before  provided,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  said  Company  to  surrender  its  charter,  and  convey,  in  due  form  of  law,  to  the  Po- 
tomac Canal  Company,  hereby  incorporated,  all  tiiju  property,  rights,  and  privileges,  by 
them  owned,  possessed,  and  enjoyed,  under  the  same,  and  thereupon  it  shall  be  lawful  to 
and  for  the  said  Company,  hereby  proposed  to  be  created,  to  accept  such  surrender  and 
tiansfer,  and  to  hold,  possess,  use,  and  occupy,  all  the  said  property,  rights,  and  privileges, 
in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  efl'ect,  as  the  said  Potomac  Company  now  hold,  pos- 
sess, and  occupy,  the  same  by  law:  and  thereupon  the  charter  of  the  said  Potomac  Com- 
pany shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  vacated  and  annulled,  and  all  the  rights  and  powers 
thereby  granted  to  the  Potomac  Company,  shall  be  vested  in  the  Company  hereby  incorpor- 
ated ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  last  mentioned  Company,  until  eveiy  section  of 
the  contemplated  canal  shall  be  coniplctc'4,  so  as  to  be  used  and  enjoyed  for  the  purposes 
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of  navieatioii,  to  kcrp  tl\c  corrc'-poiiiiiiif;  part  of  tlu',  river  in  n  proper  stale  for  navigation, 
anil  in  y^ood  orilcr,  as  tlio  same  now  is;  ami  in  (Icfnnll  thcitof,  tht.'y  shall  be,  in  all  things, 
responsible,  in  the  samr  nianm-r  as  ilie  I'olomac  Company  is  now  responsible. 

Skc.  Il2.  /I ml  hi'  it  eiiiulr-L  Tliat  ihr  said  canal,  and  iho  works  to  be  erected  thereon,  in 
virtne  of  tiiis  act,  wlien  (•4inipl'lod,  shall  toiever  thereafter  be  esteemed  and  taken  to  be  na- 
\if;ai)le,  as  a  public  highway,  fri-e  for  the  transporlation  of  all  ^^)ods,  connnodities,  and  nro- 
tliioe  wiiatever,  on  payment  of  the  tolls  to  be  imi)osed  as  provided  for  by  this  act;  and  no 
otlier  toll,  or  tax  whatever,  foi  the  use  of  the  said  canal,  and  the  works  thereon  erected, 
sliall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  imposed,  but  by  consent  of  said  states  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land. 

Skc.  1;5.  And  whereas  it  is  necessary  for  the  making  the  said  canal,  locks,  and  other 
works,  that  a  provision  should  be  made  for  condemning  a  (piantity  of  land  for  the  purpose: 
Beit  enacted^  That  it  shall  and  may  bo  lawfid  for  the  said  president  and  directors,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them,  to  agree,  with  I  he  owners  of  any  land  throngli  which  the  said  canal  is  intend- 
ed to  pass,  for  the  purchaseor  use  and  occupation  thereof,  and  in  case  of  disagreement,  or 
in  case  the  owner  thereof  shall  be  a  femine-co\ert,  under  age,  non  compos,  or  out  of  the 
state,  on  application  to  a  Justice  of  the  County,  in  which  such  land  shall  be,  the  said  .lu.s- 
tlce  of  the  Peace  shall  issue  his  wanant  under  his  hand  to  the  Sherifi'  of  the  County,  to 
.sunuiion  a  jury  of  twenty-t"our  iuhabit^^Kf  his  county,  not  related  to  tlio  ))arties,  nor 
in  any  manner  interested,  to  meet  on  ^|Pmd  to  be  valued,  at  a  day  to  be  expressed  in  the 
warrant,  not  less  than  ten,  nor  more  than  twenty  days  thereafter;  and  the  sheriff,  upon  re- 
ceiving the  said  warrant,  shall  foilhwith  summon  the  said  jury, and  when  met,  shall  admin- 
ister an  oath  or  aliirmation  to  every  juryman  who  siiall  appear,  being  not  less  than  twelve 
Id  iiuuiber,  that  lie  will  faithfully,  justly,  and  impartially,  value  the  land,  ;ind  all  damagffs 
the  owner  thcreot  shall  sustain,  by  culling  the  canal  through  such  land,  or  the  jiariial  or 
temporary  a[)propriation,  u'^.e,  or  occupation  of  such  land,  according  to  tiie  best  of  his  skill 
and  judgment,  and  that  in  such  valuation,  he  will  not  spare  titiy  person  for  favoror  aflection, 
nor  any  pcrsoii  grieve  for  malice,  hatred,  or  ill  will;  and  the  incjuisition  thereupon  taken, 
shall  be  signed  !>y  the  sheritV  and  some  twelve  or  more  of  the  jury,  and  returned  I)y  tl»e  shfi- 
rilFto  tiie  clerk  of  his  county,  to  be  by  him  re:-orded;  a;id  upon  every  such  valuation,  the 
jury  is  hereliy  directed  to  describe  an(i  ascertain  the  bounds  of  the  land  by  them  valued, 
and  the  quilliy  and  iluratiou  of  the  interest  and  estate  in  the  same  reijuired  by  the  said 
<^ompany,  for  i'suse.  and  their  valuation  sliall  be  conclusive  on  all  persons,  ajid  shall  be  paid 
for  by  the  said  pre:-,ident  and  directors,  to  the  owner  of  the  land,  or  his  i'gal  representative; 
and  on  payment  thereof,  the  said  company  shall  be  seized  of  such  land,  as  of  an  absolute 
estate  in  peipoiuity,  or  with  such  less  quantity  and  duration  of  interest,  or  estate  in  the 
same,  or  subj'  ct  to  such  partial  or  temporary  appropriation,  use,  or  occupation,  <is  shall  be 
Vcquired  and  described  as  aforesaid,  asif  conveved  b>  the  owner  to  iheni. 

Sec.  14.  ^'hut  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  tbe  Company,  hereby  incorpo- 
rated, to  cut,  make,  and  construct,  from  Cumberland,  aforesaid,  to  tide  water,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  a  complete  and  \vel-!-fini;;hed  Canal,  with  good  and  suflieicnt  locks,  and 
Avith  a  clear  width  of  not  less  than  thirty  fee^  ai  the  top,  and  twenty  feet  at  the  bottom ;  and 
sufficient  to  admit,  at  all  seasons,  the  navigation  of  bf>ats  and  rafts,  with  the  depth  of  three 
feet  water,  at  le;ist;  and  that  the  surplus  water,  passing  through  said  canal,  over  and 
above  what  shall  be  necessary  and  abundaatly  sufttcient  lor  the  purposes  of  navigation,  as 
atoresaid,  m.ay  be,  from  time  to  time,  sold  and  disposed  of,  by  the  said  Company,  for  pur- 
poses of  snp|-.lying  such  works  and  machinery  as  require  a  water  power. 

Sec.  15.  .'ind  he  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful,  for  every  of  the  said  stock- 
holders to  transfer  his  orher  shares,  by  deed,  executed  before  two  witnesses,  and  register- 
ed after  the  proof  of  the  execution  thereof,  on  the  said  company's  books,  and  not  other- 
wise, except  devise,  wliich  devise  shall  also  be  exhibited  to  the  President  and  Directors, 
and  registered  in  tiie  Conipaay's  books,  before  the  devisee  or  devisees  shall  be  entitled  to 
draw  any  part  of  the  profits  from  the  said  tolls  ;  Provided,  That  no  transfer  whatsoever  shall 
be  made,  except  for  one  or  more  whole  share  or  shares;  and  t'lat  no  share  or  shares,  shall 
in  any  time,  be  sold,  conveved,  or  held  in  trust  for  the  use  and  benefit,  or  in  the  name  of 
ftiiotlier,  whereby  the  said  I'resiflent  and  Directors,  or  Stockholders  of  the  said  Comptiny, 
or  any  of  them,  shall  or  may  be  challenged  or  made  to  answer  concerning  any  such  trust ; 
b'lt  that  every  person  appearing  as  aforesaid,  to  be  a  Stockholder,  shall,  as  to  the  others  of 
the  said  Company,  be,  to  every  intent,  taken  absolutely  as  such;  biit,  as  between  any 
trustee  and  the  person  for  whose  benefit  any  trust  shall  be  created,  the  coniniou  remedy 
may  be  pursued. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  etmcled.  That,  if  the  said  capital,  and  the  other  aids  already  granted" 
by  this  act,  shall  prove  insufficient,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  Company,  from 
time  to  time,  to  increase  the  said  capital,  by  the  addition  of  .so  many  whole  shares,  not  ex- 
ceeding five  thousand,  as  shall  be  judged  necessary  by  the  said  Stockholders,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  present  at  any  general  ni<;eting  of  the  said  Company  ;  and  the  suid  President  and 
Directors,  or  a  uiajority  of  them,  are  hereby  empowered  and  required,  after  giving  at  least 
two  months'  previous  notice  thereof,  in  at  least  three  of  the  nciwspapers  of  Washington, 
Marjland,  and  Virginia,  te<  pen  books  in  the  b<^fore  mentioned  places,  for  receiving  and 
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entering  ?ucli  additional  suI)Scri|)t:ons,in  which  the  Stockholders  of  tlio  said  Comf)any,  fur 
tlie  time  being,  shall,  and  ate  hereby,  declared  to  have  the  preference  of  all  o'.hers  for  tho 
first  thirty  days  afiyrtfie  said  books  shall  be  opnned  as  aforesaid,  of  tikiuir  aiiti  subscribing; 
for  so  many  whole  shares  as  any  of  them  shall  choose  ;  and  the  said  President  and  Direct- 
ors nrc  hereby  required  to  observe,  in  all  other  respects,  the  same  rules  therein,  as  are  by 
this  act  pres;;rib?d,  for  receiving  and  adjuslina;  the  first  subscriptions  ;  and,  in  like  manner, 
to  return,  under  tlie  hands  ol'  any  three  or  more  of  them,  an  exact  list  of  such  additional  sub- 
scriptions, with  the  sums  by  ti\em  respectively  subscribed,  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  as 
aforesaid,  to  be  there  recorded  ;  ant!  all  Stockholders  of  such  additional  shares,  shall,  and 
are  hereby  declared  to  be,  from  tlienceforward,  incorporated  into  tho  said  Company. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  enacted,  That,  whenever  it  shall  become  necessary  to  subject  liie  lands 
of  any  individual  to  the  purjioses  provided  for  in  this  act,  and  their  consent  cannot  be  ob- 
tained, it  shall  and  niay  be  lawful  for  the  Company  to  enter  upon  such  lands,  and  proccetj 
to  the  execution  of  such  works  as  may  be  requisite  ;  and  that  the  pendency  of  any  proceed- 
ing in  any  suit,  in  the  nature  of  a  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum,  or  any  other  proceedings,  shall 
not  hinder  or  delay  the  progress  of  tlie  work  ,  and  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  every  court  to  give 
precedence  to  controversies  wiiich  may  arise  between  the  Company  created  by  this  act,  and 
the  proprietors  of  Kind  sought  to  be  condemned  far  public  uses,  and  to  determine  them  in 
preference  to  all  other  causes.  Jttj^ 

Sec.  18.  And  he  it  finiher  encrfed,  That  the  i^lWo  the  waters  of  the  river  Potomac,  for 
the  purpose  of  any  lateral  canal  or  canals,  whicii  the  State  of  Virginia  or  Maryland  may  au-.. 
thorizc  to  bo  made,  shall  be  reserved  to  the  said  States  respectively  :  Provided,  so  much  of 
the  waters  of  the  said  river,  as  to  ensure  the  navigation  of  the  canal  hereby  authorized,  shall 
not  be,  thereby,  diverted  from  ti;e  chaiinel  of  the  said  river. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case  the  said  Company  shall  not  begin  the  said 
wor!l  willrin  onoycar  after  it  shii'l  have  been  formed,  or  if  the  worklicrcby  rotjuired  to  be 
done,  shall  not  be  diligently  prosecuted,  so  as  that  one  hundred  miles  of  tiie  said  canal,  with 
the  adequate  locks,  and  incidental  improvemonts,  shall  not  be  completed,  (and  in  fit  order 
for  nE^'igation.)  in  every  term  of  five  years,  then  all'iiTterest  of  the  said  Company  in  tlie  na» 
vigation  and  tolls,  shall  cease  and  dclcrnime,  and  their  charter  shall  bo,  thereafter,  taken 
to  be  null  and  void.  And  if,  after  the  completion  of  the  said  canal  and  locks,  the  President 
and  Directors  sh.ail  fail  to  keep  the  same  in  repair,  for  twelve  months  at  any  time,  then 
tlieir  interest  in  ilie  navigation  and  tolls  shall  cease,  and  their  charter  shall  be  forfeited. 

Sec.  20.  A'lid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  aud  Direct- 
ors of  the  Pqtnmac  Canal  Company,  so  long  as  there  shall  be  and  remain  any  creditor  of 
the  Potomac  Comp.niy,  who  shall  not  have  vested  his  demand  against  the  same  in  the  stock 
of  the  Potomac  Canal  Company,  to  pay  to  such  creditor  or  creditors,  annually,  such  divid- 
end or  proportion  of  the  nett  amount  of  the  revenues  of  (he  Potomac  Company,  on  an  aver-- 
age  of  the  last  live  years  preeedi';g  the  organization  of  the  said  proposed  Company,  as  the 
demaiid  of  the  said  (neditor  or  creditors,  at  this  time,  may  bear  to  the  wholy  debt  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

VIRGINIA  :  City  of  Richmond,  to  wit : 

I,  William  Mumford,  Keeper  of  the  Rolls  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virgiiun,  do 
hereby  certify,  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  d»c 
said  Commonwealth,  passed  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  cj;-  lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tueniy-three.  Given  under  my  hand,  (  tlierc  being*ioseal 
cf  oftco.)  this  eighteenth  d;iy  of  March,  in  the  same  year. 

WM.iMUIvIFORD,  Keeper  of  the  Rolls. 


